
from Connecticut.
State law gives new resi-

dents 30 days to get a new dri-
ver’s license and 60 days to
register their car. The actions
are not arrestable offenses
but police can issue an infrac-
tion, which is subject to a fine
between $150 to $300. 

Downtown, Romano’s
Dodge minivan doesn’t go un-
noticed. He lives off Main
Street at 9 Mason St., but his
minivan is often seen around
town and the Dunkin’ Donuts
parking lot. He plastered his
car with campaign slogans as
well as a mock city seal of
Torrington with the words
“Vote Romano” and “Vote
Change” around the border. 

He has also passed around
fake $100 bills with pictures
of him and his dog, Laika, in
place of Benjamin Franklin,
during Main Street Market-
place this summer and at oth-
er events. Printed on the bills
in bold type is the slogan:
“Get Your Tax $$$ Back
Now.”

Without registering his car
in Torrington, Romano isn’t
paying a car tax. When Ro-
mano’s name is searched on
online tax records, his name
is not found on a registered
vehicle or real estate. 

A year ago, Romano moved
to Torrington to teach Latin

and Italian. He was fired in
February 2013 for using a
disparaging word for lesbians
in a classroom presentation,
insubordination for failing to
provide a written statement
about his use of the derogato-
ry word, failure to secure his
teacher certification and fail-

ure to get a criminal-back-
ground check that is required
of all teachers. 

Romano sued the Board of
Education but the lawsuit
was dismissed at Litchfield
Superior Court earlier this
month. 

He petitioned his way onto
the November ballot, and re-
cently changed his party reg-
istration from unaffiliated to
Independent.

Romano did not return
calls seeking comment.

Reach Bruno Matarazzo Jr.
at bmatarazzo@rep-am.com.

trucks have to be jockeyed
around for access, how a new
oil tank will further reduce
space, the difficulty having
seniors get to the second floor
if necessary and the fumes
from trucks that flow upward
and set off the carbon monox-
ide detector.

The new facility would be
13,272 square feet, contain
10 bays and have larger
spaces for meetings and oth-
er functions. The single-story
building would be ADA com-
pliant.

In seeking to reduce costs
from the first plan, the de-
partment eliminated the sec-
ond floor and elevator shaft,
decided not to place a brick
veneer on the exterior,
changed the roof line and
modified the foundation.

The total cost of the center
is projected at $3,201,380,
which means bonding $2.3
million at 3.5 percent. Annual
payments are estimated at
$160,000. This represents a
$200,000 reduction from the
last version, which would
have cost $2.5 million. It was
noted what while borrowing
rates are down, the costs of
construction have risen in the
past two years.

There was some discussion
about offsetting the cost of

the new center with funds
from the sale of the old. First
Selectman Patricia A.
Mechare pointed out the cur-
rent firehouse is owned by
the town and while the boards

of finance and selectmen
have expressed agreement in
doing so, the issue must come
before a town meeting.

Mechare, when asked, said
she thought it would be rea-

sonable to think a referen-
dum could be scheduled
within four to six weeks.

Contact Ruth Epstein at kc-
sruthe@aol.com.
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WATERBURY — Display-
ing the same lack of emotion
he has shown for weeks,
Patrick Cannon barely
moved as he stood Friday be-
fore a panel of judges who
found him guilty of murder
and tampering with evidence
in the slaying of his wife. 

The panel — judges
William Cremins, Juliett
Crawford and Salvatore Agati
— deliberated for most of
Thursday, then announced
their unanimous decision at
about 10:15 a.m. on Friday.

After the decisions were
read, Cannon slumped in a
wooden chair, his shoulders
sunken. Other than his pos-
ture, he showed no outward
reaction and didn’t comment. 

While he was on the wit-
ness stand this week, Cannon
admitted to killing his 35-
year-old wife Cynthia during
a heated argument in their
Spindle Hill Road home in
Wolcott in May 2010. He
claimed he couldn’t remem-
ber details of the attack and
had lost control.

While reading from pre-
pared statements, Cremins
said the panel had found Can-

non intended to kill his wife
and caused her death. The
judges were left to decide
whether Cannon suffered an
“extreme emotional distur-
bance” that caused him to
lose control as his public de-
fenders claimed. 

Cremins said the evidence
showed there were ongoing
issues in the couple’s life,
such as foreclosure of their
home and possible divorce,
but the panel found the mo-
ments leading to the homi-
cide were of “no different in-
tensity” than others Cannon
had experienced.

Cannon’s conduct couldn’t
reasonably be explained, he
said.

Victoria White, Cynthia
Cannon’s twin sister, along
with other friends and family,
had watched testimony for
weeks as the trial progressed.
They were pleased with Fri-
day’s outcome, she said, be-
cause justice had prevailed
for her sister. 

“It’s quite unfortunate be-
cause even though Mr. Can-
non is going to have to pay for
his crimes, he has left quite a
wake of heartache for our
family,” she said after the de-
cision was announced. “We
have children without a

mother. We have siblings
without a sister, a mother
without a daughter and
friends and family without
one of their loved ones.”

Cynthia Cannon, a project

accountant for a parking me-
ter equipment company, was
described by friends as being
a loving and compassionate
woman who volunteered for
her daughter’s Girl Scout

troop. White described her
sister as a fierce friend, a
kind person and a devoted
mother.

Cannon’s bond was raised
to $3 million following the de-
cision. He’s scheduled to be
sentenced on Jan. 10.

“I would like to see him
spend the rest of his life be-
hind bars,” White said.

Dozens of witnesses and
hundreds of exhibits were in-
troduced during the trial,
which began on Sept. 24. 

Testimony showed Cynthia
Cannon wanted to divorce
her husband and was count-
ing the days until she could
leave their home. A custody
battle for their son, Patrick,
was likely on the horizon.

Through a meticulous trail
of forensic evidence, prose-
cutors established that au-
thorities found blood
throughout the Cannons’
home after Patrick Cannon
reported his wife missing on
May 7, 2010. 

Cannon, 48, was charged
with his wife’s murder days
later, but he refused to pro-
vide investigators with de-
tails of the slaying and would-
n’t tell them where he had left
her body. 

The blood trail found at the

home extended onto an out-
side deck and into Cynthia
Cannon’s SUV, which was lat-
er found abandoned in Wa-
terbury. Police, firefighters
and volunteers launched an
exhaustive search for her un-
til she was finally found near
a highway overpass in
Cheshire days after her hus-
band’s arrest.

Cannon testified he was
holding a hammer and a utili-
ty knife in his hands during a
heated argument with his
wife, but said he couldn’t re-
call the details of the attack.
A medical examiner found
she had been stabbed twice
and bashed at least six times
in the head.

Cannon said he remem-
bered finding his wife
slumped on a living room
couch. He scrubbed blood
stains from a cushion,
cleaned the floor and zipped
her body into a sleeping bag,
which he then dumped in
Cheshire. 

That, he said, was to shield
her children from seeing
their mother dead. 

Cannon faces up to life in
prison for the killing. He re-
jected a plea deal last year
that called for him to spend
45 years in prison.

3-judge panel finds man guilty of wife’s murder
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Patrick Cannon, center, listens Friday morning in Waterbury
Superior Court as a three-judge announces it had found him
guilty of murdering his wife, Cynthia, and tampering with
evidence. Cannon faces up to life in prison when he’s sen-
tenced in January. Cannon is standing with his public de-
fenders, Dennis Harrigan, left, and Charles Green.

es and a collection of 900
straight razors dating back
to the 1892 World’s Fair.

“That’s just the way I did
it,” he said. “It made you
want to sit there.”

Customers also sat in au-
thentic Koken barber
chairs, which had a brass
base, bronze foot stools and
an oak wood seat covered
in black leather. Palmieri
said he loved the vintage
look and feel of the shop.

Straight razors lined the
walls in glass cases, he
said. Customers gave him
250 of the 900 in his collec-
tion. 

It’s the people he will
miss the most now that he
is retired, he said.

“In 52 years, rarely did I
have a wise guy come into
my shop,” Palmieri said.
“If they did, I would ask
them to leave.”

When he owned one of
his Waterbury stores, he
recalled a man who was
drunk on mouthwash stum-
bled into the store. “I gave

him money for wine be-
cause I figured he was
gonna drink anyway and it
was better than mouth-
wash, but he came back in
sipping the mouthwash a
while later,” he said.

Palmieri said he ran into
the same man years later
and was touched to learn
that he was sober.

Palmieri said he debated
working part-time at Coun-
try Cuts on Park Street, but
ultimately decided to put
the straight razor down for
good. He said he would rec-
ommend to all of his cus-
tomers to go there, al-
though he has no contact
information for any of
them.

As for his vintage collec-
tions, he might sell them,
he said. “If I don’t get what
I think they’re worth, I
might try to put them in a
museum.”

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGor-
man or on Facebook at RA
Thomaston.

BARBER: Retiring
after 54 years
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ROMANO: Candidate’s minivan still has Texas plates
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A photograph of Giulio Romano's license plate on his
Dodge minivan, which was parked at 9 Mason St. in Torring-
ton.

CENTER: Proposed building priced at $3.2M
Continued from 1B
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Members of a panel at Fridaay’s informational meeting on the plans for the revised emer-
gency services center for Falls Village are, from left: Building Official Ernest Sinclair, Fire
Marshal Stanley MacMillan, fire department member Tim Paviol and architect David
Shaughnessey. 

TORRINGTON — A man
was taken to Charlotte
Hungerford Hospital Fri-
day after a small fire in the
oven caused light smoke
conditions in the kitchen. 

Lt. Patrick Doyle of the
Torrington Fire Depart-
ment said the man, who has
a heart condition, suffered
smoke inhalation.

The fire was reported at

7:45 p.m. and firefighters
were on scene for less than
a half-hour. 

The fire caused no fire
damage to the apartment at
384 Park St. and other resi-
dents were allowed to go
back inside after firefight-
ers left the scene. 

Doyle said firefighters
assisted ventilating the
apartment. 

Small oven fire causes light smoke
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