
Litchfield County
DAILY DIGEST

T O R R I N G T O N

Stabbing at 260 Litchfield St.
non life-threatening, police say

Detectives late Friday night were investigating
a stabbing at 260 Litchfield St. that left a man
with what police said were injuries that did not
appear to be life-threatening.

Lt. Louis Gonzalez said officers responded to a
home at that address about 6 p.m. A man was in-
jured in the stabbing, which occurred inside the
home. 

Gonzalez said there have been no arrests yet. It
was unclear who the man was, who called the po-
lice, or who else was involved.

T O R R I N G T O N

Police euthanize young bear
after it was injured by 3 cars

Police dispatched a young black bear Friday
night after it was hit by three cars on Winsted
Road and then ran south on the Sue Grossman
Memorial Greenway.

The bear, which weighed about 90 pounds, ran
out into the road about a quarter-mile north of
Burr Mountain Road around 7 p.m. when hit was
hit by a Hyundai rental car, a SmartCar and then
a Ford Mustang, said Judy Haburey of Winsted,
who was driving the SmartCar.

The Hyundai received the most damage, with a
cracked bumper and fluids leaking onto the
ground. 

A Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection conservation officer on scene said the
police officer did the right thing by shooting the
bear three times with his .40 caliber pistol to end
its suffering. 

The bear had suffered extensive injuries, police
said. 

A friend of Haburey’s, Michael Coleman, whom
she descried as an avid outdoorsman, drove to the
scene and with the DEEP officer’s permission
collected the bear to take home.

P LY M O U T H

Contaminated properties to get
abatement on property taxes

The town has approved an ordinance to abate
or forgive taxes on contaminated properties.

The agreement with property owners will last
seven years or the amount of time it takes to de-
contaminate the property. Applications must be
approved by the Board of Finance and the Tax In-
centive Committee.

Town Attorney Salvatore Vitrano previously
stated the tax break was designed to target prop-
erties that needed the most work so that they
could be cleaned up, sold and put back on the tax
rolls.

The Economic Development Commission pre-
sented the proposal in a hearing Oct. 1. 

The idea to abate taxes was influenced by a
brownfields property at 100 South Riverside Ave.
owned by Pete Worhunsky. 

Worhunsky said he was having problems fund-
ing the cleanup, so the town granted him a tax
break.

Mayor Vincent Festa Jr. said he does not have
an estimate of how many properties would quali-
fy. Now that the ordinance has passed, applica-
tions should start to come in, the mayor said.
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FALLS VILLAGE — Town
Clerk Mary Palmer got a
round of applause when she
said she couldn’t imagine
anything more important
than having a viable fire-
house in the town. She was
speaking Friday evening at

an informational meeting
about the proposed emer-
gency services center.

“Looking around this room
I see people here who would-
n’t be alive if it were not for
members of the department,”
Palmer said. “This is urgent.”

Two years ago the Falls
Village Volunteer Fire De-
partment’s plan for a center

was defeated. Since then the
building committee has been
working to revamp and re-
duce the scope of the project
planned for a 7.15-acre piece
of property the town gave the
department on Route 7, south
of the village. 

The department now oper-
ates out of 89-year-old
cramped quarters on Rail-

road Street. The 3,872-
square-foot structure has two
bays, and small areas for a
training room, meeting room,
kitchenette, office, dispatch
room and storage. It is not
ADA compliant. There is not
enough room to house all the
vehicles in the building, so
they are stored in private
garages throughout the town.

Tim Paviol described how

Firehouse proposal is back
Plan rejected 2 years ago simplified to save

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

THOMASTON 

T ony Palmieri,
owner of Tony’s
Barber Shop on
Main Street, de-

cided to retire. And so last
week, he cleaned out the
shop and taped up posters

that read, “CLOSED, thank
you for your support.”

His absence prompted
chatter on local Facebook
pages among customers who
wondered what happened.

Palmieri, 71, of Terryville,
has worked as a barber since
he was 17. He owned three
shops in Waterbury before
moving to the Thomaston

shop in 1991. He did not
schedule appointments or
take names. Customers re-
ceived an authentic straight
razor shave and hair cut.

He went back to school to
learn how to layer men’s hair
and razor longer hair. He
blamed the Beatles for the
long hair craze.

He never wanted to cut

women’s hair. “I wanted to
be just a barber,” he said.
“When I needed to bring in
hairdressers, I would.”

Palmieri prided himself on
his antiques displayed about
the shop, including a white
and red barber’s pole from
the 1930s, 150 shaving brush-

KNOWING WHEN TO STROP

Thomaston barber hangs up his razor
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Tony Palmieri,  a barber for more than 50 years, shows a photo of his shop, where he used antique barber chairs and dis-
played a collection of 900 straight razors. He retired last week. 
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Rep. Jay M. Case, R-Winsted, right, leads a dedication Friday of a bridge over Route 8
honoring Jerry Dale Cox III, a 16-year-old Winsted teen who died in a December 2010
car crash on his way home to Winsted from school in Torrington. Cox’s mother, Carol
Cox, is at left. The bridge carries Greenwoods Road over the highway.

Crash victim remembered
See BARBER, Page 4B

Thomaston High’s
Sabrina Olsen
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A black bear was killed after an accident on
Winsted Road Friday evening in Torrington. 
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A sport utility vehicle is secured by a piece of
wood on Torringford Street on Friday after a
rollover crash. The driver was not hurt and was
able to get out of the vehicle. Police said further
details were unavailable Friday. 

No injuries in rollover
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TORRINGTON — Mayoral
candidate Giulio Romano
moved to Torrington from
Texas more than a year ago
for a teaching job at the high
school. 

Romano, who was fired
from the school district six
months later, is still driving
his minivan with Texas li-
cense plates, which means he
isn’t paying property taxes
like other car owners here.

William Seymour,
spokesman for the state De-
partment of Motor Vehicles,
said the department has no
records on file for Romano
having a driver’s license

Candidate
not paying
local taxes

See ROMANO, Page 4B

See CENTER, Page 4B


