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TOWN BY TOWN

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

THOMASTON— The sec-
ond public forum on the Plan
of Conservation and Develop-
ment of 2014-2024 will be at 7
p.m. Nov. 20 in the Lena Mor-
ton Gallery of Town Hall.

The plan, which is submit-
ted to the state every 10
years, secures a town’s ability
to apply for open space and
small town economic assis-
tants grants. It acts as a guide

for the Planning and Zoning
Commission and frames the
town’s goals for the next
decade.

About 150 people respond-
ed to a survey over the sum-
mer outlining some of the ar-
eas in town that need atten-
tion over the next 10 years.
Only a handful of people at-
tended the first public forum
in August.

“This is their biggest op-
portunity to make a state-
ment,” Town Planner Jeremy
Leifert said. “It’s their town
and their opportunity to get
involved in this process.”

The town has been working
with Tracy Adamski, a con-
sultant planner from Tighe &
Bond, for the past two years
to develop the new plan. The

steering committee, compris-
ing members from the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission,
Board of Public Safety, Board
of Education, Water Pollution
Control Authority and Inland,
Wetlands and Watercourses
Commission, floated ideas
based on the 2004 plan and
heard ideas from the majority
of the committees and boards
in town.

The survey of townspeople
showed three things people
like about Thomaston are the
small-town feel and sense of
community, the historic
buildings and heritage and
municipal and emergency
services. The top things peo-
ple want to change are the ap-
pearance of downtown, eco-
nomic development, munici-

pal facilities and services and
the school system.

Revitalizing the downtown
area, creating foot traffic and
putting a bike path along the
Naugatuck River Greenway
were some of the topics dis-
cussed at the first forum.
Leifert said they will be revis-
ited at the next forum.

On Nov. 20, members of the
town are invited to discuss
land use, zoning, residential
development, infrastructure,
community services, trans-
portation and natural re-
sources. 

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA
Thomaston.

Forum on town future Nov. 20
Thomaston
to map growth 
through 2024

BY RICK  HARRISON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WOODBURY — Shortly af-
ter Lee Seward arrived in
town 17 years ago, he ate at
Carole Peck’s Good News
Cafe for the first time on a
bitterly cold day. And while
he doesn’t remember exactly
what type of soup he had, the
memory remains warm.

“It was very different,” Se-
ward said. “Perfect for a cold,
windy day.”

Now Seward eats dinner
there at least three times a
month and lunch about once a
week — all without getting
bored.

“Because there’s always
something different,” Seward
said. “And I’m adventurous.
Don’t just give me steak and
potatoes.”

Tuesday will mark the 20th
anniversary since Peck and
her husband, Bernard Jarri-
er, moved their restaurant
from New Milford for more
space and more parking in
the Sherman Village shop-
ping center off Main Street
South. 

Over the years, the cele-
brated eatery has become a
fixture in town, drawing local
regulars and visitors like Bill
and Hillary Clinton, who last
year dined with their daugh-
ter and son-in-law on vege-
tarian soup, chicken wontons,
a black bean burrito, kale
chicken salad, and macaroni
and cheese. 

“First of all, I don’t know
where 10 years of it went,”
Peck said. “When I opened
the place, you say maybe if I
make it five years that would
be OK.”

To celebrate the occasion,
Peck will offer 20 percent dis-
counts from Wednesday to
Nov. 18 on menu items dating
back to 1993. Dishes include
the onion bundle, pecan oys-
ters, wok shrimp, portobello
mushroom, crab taco, bean
burrito, and salmon corn
cake.

“It’s a way to say thank you
to the community who helped
us be around for 20 years, you
know?” Peck said.

Peck opened her first
restaurant, Yo Greens, in
1977 in Fort Meyers, Fla. She
said she recently found a
copy of her menu from that
venture and was surprised by
her bold creativity even then.
Items included a Bouill-
abaisse, quiche, angel hair

pasta with fresh tomato and
shrimp, and a dish with hal-
ibut and salmon woven to-
gether like a checkerboard.

Peck briefly tried expand-
ing her high-end fare into a
lower bracket with a ham-
burger joint called Zeeburger
across the plaza. But she sold

the business after less than a
year following her surgery
for thyroid cancer.

When moving to Wood-
bury, Carol Peck’s became
Good News Cafe after, ac-
cording to Peck, people pass-
ing the building learned of
her plans and remarked, “Oh,
what good news!”

“They think it’s part of the
community,” Peck said of the
town’s longest tenured resi-
dents. “Which is so great. It’s
what I wanted to happen.”

Contact Rick Harrison at
rharrison@rep-am.com or on
Twitter @RA_RickHarrison.

DINING WITH A DIFFERENCE
Good News Cafe in Woodbury 20 years

BOB FALCETTI  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Owner Carole Peck visits with longtime customer Lee Seward of Woodbury in Carole
Peck’s Good News Cafe Thursday in Woodbury. The restaurant is celebrating its 20th an-
niversary. 

ANNIVERSARY PROMOTION
Good News Cafe in Woodbury will celebrate its 20th an-
niversary with a 20 percent discount from Wednesday to
Nov. 18 on dishes that have been on the menu from the be-
ginning. For details on the promotion, call 203-266-4663
or visit www.good-news-cafe .com.

ALEXA GORMAN  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

This handmade ornament sold by Nancy’s No-
tions of Bristol was one of many trinkets at the
annual Christmas Bazaar at the Terryville First
Congregational Church on Saturday. 

Church bazaar

L I T C H F I E L D

VNA Northwest plans
‘Hope Heals’ holiday event

VNA Northwest invites the public to its “Hope
Heals” holiday event on Nov. 30 at the agency of-
fice, 607 Bantam Road. 

A community tree lighting ceremony will begin
at 1 p.m. Tree ornaments, which  can include a
personal message, can be purchased now at $10
each. Messages may celebrate the lives of cher-
ished individuals or express a holiday greeting. A
memorial service will follow the tree lighting. 

All funds raised from the sale of the ornaments
will benefit VNA Northwest’s Hospice Program. 

For information, call 860-567-6000, or visit
vnanw.org.

C A N A A N

Church collecting
winter clothing

A coat drive will run through December at the
Children’s Clothing Exchange, a mission of the
North Canaan Congregational Church, UCC.

Donations of men’s, women’s and children’s
winter items will be accepted at the Pilgrim
House, 30 Granite Ave. Drop off times are 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 9 a.m. to
noon Wednesday. For information, call 860-824-
7232.

G O S H E N

Holiday pie sale
at church Nov. 23 

The Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group at the
Church of Christ Congregational will conduct its
annual apple pie sale for the holidays on Nov. 23,
from 10 a.m. to noon at the church, 5 Old Middle
St at the corner of routes 4 and 63. The pies are
$12 each and must be ordered in advance by call-
ing the church office at 860-491-2793. All pies are
unbaked and will be prepared that day. Proceeds
will benefit the youth group and its mission proj-
ects.

WAT E R B U R Y

East Main Street closed
while bridge is replaced

East Main Street will be closed next weekend
for a bridge rehabilitation project.

The state road will be closed from 8 p.m. Nov.
15 to 6 a.m. Nov. 18 while a state contractor re-
places the bridge over Beaver Brook. The bridge
carries East Main Street over the brook between
Midland Road and Meriline Avenue.

East Main Street will be closed to through traf-
fic between Scott Road and Pierpont Road. Mo-
torists will be detoured to Interstate 84 Exit 25 at
Scott Road and Exit 25A at Austin Road.

This is the second of three planned closures of
East Main Street to facilitate the project. 

Also, there will be occasional alternating one-
way traffic in the area Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and some night work from 8
p.m. to 6 a.m.

N O R T H W E S T  C O R N E R

Foundation awards
grants to nonprofits

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation has
awarded $132,500 in grants to more than a dozen
Northwest Corner nonprofit organizations thanks
to the generosity of several anonymous donors. 

Among the recipients in Region 1 towns: 
Chore Service, $5,000; Housatonic Youth Ser-

vice Bureau, $7,500; HousingUs, $10,000; Jane
Lloyd Fund, $5,000; Margaret Derwin Blue Sky
Scholarship, $7,500; Neighbor-To-Neighbor,
$10,000; Older Women’s League of Northwest
Connecticut, $5,000; Women’s Support Services,
$5,000; Canaan Community Trust Summer Jobs
Program, $2,500; Canaan History Center, $5,000;
Canaan Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, $2,500;
Cornwall Food and Fuel Fund, $2,500; Salisbury
Visiting Nurse Association, $5,000 and Teddy Lee
Drumm Scholarship Fund, $5,000.

C O L E B R O O K

Community Holiday Fair
held around town Dec. 14

The annual Colebrook Community Holiday
Fair will be held Dec. 14, at various venues along
Colebrook Road (Route 183) in Colebrook Center.

A breakfast with Santa will take place from
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Congregational Church.
A holiday fair, Cookieland and cafe will operate
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at  Town Hall and com-
munity center. Live trees and wreaths will be
sold by Scouts from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at  Town
Hall. The price of admission to the event is a non-
perishable food item. Proceeds from the fair ven-
dors and Cookieland will benefit the Colebrook
School fifth grade.

BY JACK CORAGGIO
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

BRIDGEWATER — Histo-
ry’s most commercially suc-
cessful genre — The Beatles,
Elvis Presley and Michael
Jackson are music’s best-
selling three — was born of
an evolutionary process that
traces back to the Mississippi
Delta, underground clubs
and the church.

Yes, the church — coming
in behind blues and country
music in the influences on
rock and roll was gospel. 

So it seems fitting that the
fundraising “Roots Rock Re-
vue” event, a kind of 20th
century live music tutorial,
returned Saturday at Bridge-
water Congregational
Church. A second show is

scheduled for next weekend.
A band of at least 15 musi-

cians entertains to raise mon-
ey for the church’s communi-
ty programs including the

food pantry, holiday concerts
and local AA meetings. Kevin
Hobbs, a performer and
member of the church’s
Board of Trustees, dreamed

up the show five years ago.
“I happen to know a lot of

musicians,” said Hobbs, who
plays guitar and the harmoni-
ca. 

The evening begins with a
look back to the early part of
the last century and pays trib-
ute to artists such as Robert
Johnson and Woody Guthrie.
Next are early rockers in-
cluding Chuck Berry, Buddy
Holly and Jerry Lee Lewis.
Finally, “Roots Rock Revue”
explores music by the likes of
Jefferson Airplane, The
Rolling Stones, Neil Young
and Taj Mahal.

Last year’s event was so
successful a second night was
added. This year’s is 7:30
p.m. Nov. 16. Tickets are $30
and available at rootsrockre-
vue.com. 

Rock’s gospel roots raise money for church efforts
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Members of Roots Rock Revue rock the Bridgewater Con-
gregational Church at a fundraising concert Saturday. The
group has a second show Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m..


