
WA S H I N G T O N ,  C O N N .  

Two-car crash on Route 202
sends 2 to separate hospitals

Two people were hospitalized Wednesday af-
ternoon after a two-car crash on Route 202 near
Rabbit Hill Road, according to radio reports.

According to radio dispatches, one man, who
firefighters said appeared to be in his 60s, was
unresponsive, unconscious and in cardiac arrest
at the scene. 

The man, whose identity was not released late
Wednesday, was taken to New Milford Hospital
as medics gave him cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion in the ambulance. 

A second victim, who was conscious and alert
at the scene, was taken to Charlotte Hungerford
Hospital in Torrington, medics said. 

Route 202 was closed for several hours as po-
lice investigated the 3:26 p.m. crash.

No further details were available late Wednes-
day.

H A R W I N T O N  

Firefighters from 2 companies
extinguish Route 8 car fire

Firefighters from the Harwinton
Volunteer Fire Department and
Harwinton West Side Fire Depart-
ment quickly extinguished a car
fire on Route 8 southbound
Wednesday evening.

Terrence Ferrarotti, deputy fire
marshal and fire department cap-
tain, said the passenger compart-
ment of a Ford Fusion caught fire.
He said electrical issues may have
caused the blaze, which was put
out in less than two minutes with
about 200 gallons of water. He said
there were no injuries. 

P LY M O U T H  

Approval nears
for skate park

Plans for a skate park behind
Town Hall are entering the final
stages of approval. 

The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission could issue a final decision
on the 80-by-120-foot site plan this
evening. 

Martin Sandshaw, chairman of
the skate park committee, said if
the plan is approved the committee
hopes to build a triangular skate
park with three paths on a field be-
hind the Town Hall parking lot.
Sandshaw said the committee ar-
rived at that decision Wednesday
after reviewing surveys from more
than 100 students who said they
preferred that design over a stan-
dard rectangular concrete slab
with jumps and rails built into a
flat surface. 

The project, in the works for more than two
years, is expected to cost between $59,000 and
$114,000 according to initial estimates. Sandshaw
said the committee has raised $4,000 from the
community and plans to save money by using
services donated by the Public Works Depart-
ment. 

The final cost will not be known until the proj-
ect is put out to bid, he said.

Included in the cost is $38,500 for paving,
$10,500 for fencing, which volunteers would in-
stall, and between $10,000 and $65,000 for jumps
and other modular features for the park.

Sandshaw said the triangular design has varied
elevations and features at the three points of the
triangle. A five-foot chain-link fence will sur-
round the park.

W I N S T E D  

Public works recommends
inspection of mailboxes

The public works department is recommending
that residents take some time to inspect their
mailboxes and mailbox posts for cracks, dry rot
and the condition of its installation into the
ground.

Posts with cracks, dry rot or deterioration will
most likely fail when hit with wet snow during the
town’s snowplowing operation.

It is easier to replace a weak or deteriorating
mailbox post during the fall, before the ground
freezes. 

When replacing a post, homeowners should be
mindful that larger mailboxes require larger,
sturdier posts. All mailboxes need to be able to
withstand the force of wet snow and ice from the
snowplow. 

During the winter, the town will reimburse res-
idents for damage to their mailbox or post if a
snowplow actually hits the mailbox or post and
the post does not have any rot or deterioration.
The town will not reimburse residents for damage
from snow or ice cascading off the plow blade.
The reimbursement is limited to $25 for the mail-
box and $25 for the post.

Call 860-379-4070 for information.

Cheering on the boys

CHRISTOPHER MASSA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Torrington fans cheer on their soccer team as they play Naugatuck in Torrington
Wednesday night. The Red Raiders lost 3-2. See story on Page 12B.  

ALEC JOHNSON  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Teachers at Forbes School in Torrington applaud Kristin Ciccone, a fourth-grade teacher who heads the elementary
school’s student running program, after she receives a $1,000 grant for the program from ING Wednesday. Sixty-five stu-
dents are training for the the Rod Dixon Kids Marathon, building up to a total of 26.2 miles throughout the school year. The
the marathon ends June 8 in Litchfield, where the students will finish the final mile.  
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SHARON — Strapped for
cash to hire an attorney after a
Torrington drug arrest left him
broke, Niraj Patel set up a fake
drug deal with Sharon mari-
juana salesman Luke Vitalis to
steal cash on Aug. 6, 2012, po-
lice said in his arrest warrant.

Vitalis didn’t make it out
alive.

The plot went awry when
Michael Calabrese fought
with Vitalis after confronting
him in his second-floor bed-
room at 399 Cornwall Bridge
Road. The gun, a .40 caliber
Ruger that Patel had bought
from a New Milford man,
went off three times, striking
Vitalis twice and killing him.

Calabrese said Patel’s
cousin Hiral, 25, was on the
first floor of the remote home,

where Luke’s mother, Rita,
had been restrained with zip
ties.

Rita Vitalis said she heard
the two masked invaders go
upstairs after they tied her up.

Niraj Patel, 26, of 5 Par-
tridge Road in Warren; Cal-
abrese, 27, of 27 Partridge
Road in Warren, and Hiral
Patel of 37 Marks Court in
Branford are all being held
on more than $1 million

bonds on felony murder
charges. Niraj Patel’s brother
Shyam, 27, of Warren is being
held on $50,000 bond for as-
sisting them.

Arrested in Torrington on
drug trafficking charges in
June 2012, Niraj Patel was
forced to surrender the
$12,000 in cash in suspected
drug proceeds he was carry-

Drugs at heart of murder
Warrants detail plan to steal that led to Sharon shooting
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THOMASTON — Police
are looking for the culprits
who burglarized seven homes
here and in Northfield and
Litchfield on Monday and
Tuesday. 

Thomaston police reported
a burglary on Old Northfield
Road on Monday and on
Jackson Street on Tuesday. 

They believe the crimes
are linked to five other bur-
glaries reported in Northfield
and Litchfield at homes on
Richards Road, Camphill
Road and Moosehorn Road. 

Litchfield Resident Troop-
er Jim Holm said all of the
houses were empty when the
burglars entered. Three were
left unlocked and one had an
open window. The burglars
entered the other home after
breaking a second-floor win-
dow. 

Holm said every drawer
and room had been searched
by the culprits. 

A neighbor on Moosehorn

Police link
burglaries
at 7 homes
Thieves working
in Thomaston
and Litchfield 

See BURGLARIES, Page 6B
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TORRINGTON — The
City Clerk, after four years
without a raise, on Monday
asked the City Council to
consider increasing his pay
and that of the mayor and
treasurer for the next elect-
ed term.

The state constitution

stipulates pay for elected
positions may only be in-
creased before an election
to the office. 

City Clerk Joseph L.
Quartiero, a 20-year veter-
an of the office, is paid a
$56,355 salary, which is
lower than other city de-
partment heads and city
and town clerks he polled
in other cities. 

Comptroller Alice Proulx
said the mayor is paid
$92,411 and the treasurer is
paid $13,465.

Quartiero, who com-
pared pay of 50 cities and
towns, found the average
pay for clerks is $64,386
when higher-paid clerks in
Fairfield County are not

City clerk wants pay raise 
Cites other towns where clerks get more

See RAISE, Page 6B

See WARRANT, Page 6B


