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Road told police a Hispanic
man in a silver, 4-door com-
pact car knocked on her
door asking for someone
named Amy. The woman
had lived at the home for an
extended amount of time
and said no one named Amy
ever lived there. 

Holm said another neigh-
bor told police that a silver
car was parked on the street
Saturday night for about 30
minutes outside one of the
houses that was robbed two
days later. 

Thomaston Detective Sgt.
Jeffrey Madden said the
rear glass door of the Jack-
son Street was smashed and
burglars took a television,
computers, tools and a Hon-
da CBR 600 motorcycle.
Madden said officers have
been searching for the stolen
goods online and in local
pawn shops. He said the mo-

torcycle will provide the
best lead once it turns up. 

According to the report, a
neighbor saw a gold or tan
pickup truck in the driveway
of the burglarized home at
about 2 p.m. 

Police are also looking for
a dark green or gray Ford
Crown Victoria.

The robbery on Old North-
field Road was reported Mon-
day evening. The owners dis-
covered the sliding glass door
on the second level smashed
and a television, computer,
jewelry and cash missing.

Both Holm and Madden
believe there is more than
one suspect in the case.

Holm said the best way to
prevent a break-in is to keep
doors and windows locked
when you leave the house.
Also, since all of the houses
are in residential areas,
Holm said that neighbors
should call police if they see
something suspicious. 

Thomaston Police Chief
James Campbell said mak-
ing sure alarms are set and
valuables are out of sight is
very important, too.

“If you’re not taking pre-
cautionary measures al-
ready, take them now,” he
said. 

Police ask anyone with in-
formation to call Thomaston
police at 860-283-4343 or
Litchfield Troop L at 860-
626-7900.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com. 

BURGLARIES: 7 houses hit
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TODAY’S OBITUARIES

TORRINGTON — Vin-
cent Barillaro, 80, passed
away Tuesday, Sept. 24,
2013, at Torrington Health
and Rehab Center. He was
the husband of Irene
(Muller) Barillaro. 

Vincent was born in Italy
on Aug. 14, 1933, a son of the
late Teresa (Cavalleri) and
Dominic Barillaro. He came
to this country in 1949. He
was employed by O&G In-
dustries and later owned
The Capital Restaurant in
Torrington. After closing
the restaurant, he worked
for Warrenton Woolen Mill
for 20 years and Tri Rotors
in Torrington for 21 years
before retiring. 

He was an avid gardener
and made his own wine and
sausages. He was a member
of the Foresters, Germania
and Veneta clubs.

In addition to his wife, he
leaves a son, Karl Barillaro
and wife, Jane, of New Mil-
ford; two daughters, Teresa
Kaplan and her husband,
Robert, and Carol DeAngelo
and her husband, Joseph, of
Torrington; and grandchil-
dren Sara and Joshua Ka-
plan, Marissa and Jordan
DeAngelo, and Nicholas and
Jennifer Barillaro. 

Funeral services will be
held 11 a.m. Friday, Sept.
27, at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Torrington. Burial
will follow in Hillside Ceme-
tery. Friends may call from
6 to 8 p.m. today at Phalen
Funeral Home, 285 Migeon
Ave., Torrington. 

Memorial contributions
can be made to The Center
for Cancer Care, 200
Kennedy Drive, Torrington
06790.
www.phalenfuneral.com

Vincent Barillaro
Owned Capital Restaurant

MILFORD — Charlene
Mashia, 90, beloved wife to
the late Raymond Mashia of
Milford, entered into eternal
rest on Sept. 21, 2013. Born
on Jan. 1, 1923, in Fairfield,
to the late Richard Elwood
and Ethel Abels Elwood. 

Charlene is survived by
her two loving children,
Mark Mashia and his wife,
Darlene, of Terryville, and
Bonnie Harrold and her
husband, Robert, of Nau-
gatuck. She was the loving
grandmother of 10 grand-
children and 22 great-
grandchildren. She is also
survived by her two sisters,
Theda Geddes of Wolcott,
and Buelah Shaw of Col-
orado, as well as many
nieces and nephews. Char-
lene was predeceased by
her first husband, Samuel
Potvin, two sons, Samuel
Potvin and David Mashia,
five brothers and a sister.

The family would like to
extend a heartfelt thanks to
Dr. Katsetos and his staff
for the excellent and com-
passionate care that they
showed for their Mom.

A memorial service will
be held 11 a.m. today at the
Cody-White Funeral Home,
107 Broad St., Milford
06460. Burial to immediate-
ly follow in King’s Highway
Cemetery, Cherry Street,
Milford.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made in Charlene’s name to
St. Jude Childrens Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105-1942. 

To leave online condo-
lences, please visit our web-
site at www.codywhitefu-
neralservice.com.

Charlene Mashia
Memorial service today

NAUGATUCK — Marcel
J. Courchesne, 80, passed
away peacefully on Sunday,
Sept. 22, 2013, surrounded
by his loving family. He was
the husband of the late
Christine (Lambo) Courch-
esne. 

Marcel was born on Sept.
15, 1933, in Pierreville, Que-
bec, Canada, a son of the
late Henri Courchesne and
Blanche (Godon) Courch-
esne. He was retired from
Local 33 Heat and Frost In-
sulators. He enjoyed bowl-
ing, NASCAR, hockey and
playing cards, but most of
all he enjoyed life to the
fullest. 

He is survived by his son,
Robert Courchesne, and
three daughters, Donna
Doty, Mary Jane Myers and
Nancy Courchesne. He will
also be missed by several
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, nieces and
nephews. Besides his wife,
Christine, he was prede-
ceased by two sisters, Hen-
rietta Gamlin and Aline

Boucher, a brother, Paul
Courchesne, and his stepfa-
ther, Leon Bertrand. 

The family would like to
thank the VNA Healthcare
Hope Team for all their help
and support during such a
difficult time. 

Funeral services and bur-
ial will be at the conven-
ience of the family. There
are no calling hours. The
Buckmiller Brothers Funer-
al Home, 82 Fairview Ave.,
Naugatuck, is in charge of
the arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made in Marcel’s name to
the Harold Leever Cancer
Center, 1075 Chase Park-
way, Waterbury 06708. 

To place online condo-
lences, please log on to:
www.buckmillerbrothers.co
m.

Marcel J. Courchesne
Retired from Local 33 Heat and Frost Insulators

WATERBURY — Mr.
Gene R. Mason Sr., 62, of
Long Hill Road, passed
away Saturday, Sept. 21,

2013, at his
home sur-
rounded by
his adoring
family after
a long ill-
ness. He
was the hus-
band of Rox-
anne

(Robinson) Mason.
Mr. Mason was born Nov.

24, 1950, in Harrisonburg,
Va., a son of the late Thomas
and Annie (Moore) Mason. 

Besides his loving wife, he
leaves to cherish his memo-
ry two sons, Dewayne “Kel-
ly” (Tiwanda) Mason, and
Gene Mason Jr.; a daughter,
Crystal Mason; three grand-
children; and a host of fami-
ly and friends.

A home going service will
be held noon Saturday, Sept.
28, 2013, with calling hour
from 11 a.m. until the time
of service at Community
Tabernacle Outreach Cen-
ter, 12 Hewlett St., with the
Rev. W James Johnson offi-
ciating. 

Arrangements entrusted
to Chapel Memorial Funeral
Home, 35-37 Grove St.

Gene R. Mason Sr.
Service Saturday

WATERBURY — Mary J.
(Alibrio) Abenante passed
away peacefully at her home
on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013.

She was the
widow of
Joseph F.
Abenante. 

Mary was
born on
June 12,
1917, daugh-
ter of the
late Frank

and Lena Alibrio, both of
Sicily. She was a lifelong ac-
tive communicant of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, and a member of
the Forever Young Club
where she served on the
board of directors for many
years. 

She leaves behind her
children, Michael R.
Abenante and wife Joyce of
Naugatuck, Elaine Mac-
carella of Naugatuck, and
Shirley A. Morton and hus-
band Dennis of Waterbury;
and her grandchildren,
David Maccarella and wife

Sol of Stamford, Joseph
Morton and wife Jeannie of
Farmington, Jill Barrett and
husband Gary of Walling-
ford, and Stephen Morton
and companion Katrin
Strehlow of Bradenton, Fla.
She also leaves behind her
great-grandchildren,
Branaugh, Yenna and
Aedan Morton, and Kaden
Barrett, as well as her loving
sister, Josephine Brunelli,
and her loving nephew,
Thomas Brunelli, both of
Waterbury. 

Mary’s family would like
to express their sincere
gratitude to the Waterbury
VNA Hospice nurses and
aides who were so very kind
to Mary throughout her ill-
ness. 

Funeral Mass will be held
9 a.m. Saturday at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church.
Burial will follow in Calvary
Cemetery. Calling hours are
5 to 8 p.m. Friday at Co-
lasanto Funeral Home, Bank
Street, Waterbury.

Mary J. Abenante
Forever Young Club member
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Michael Moses Ward, one
of two survivors of the 1985
bombing of the militant
group MOVE in a Philadel-
phia neighborhood and the
only child to make it out
alive, has died at 41.

Ward was a 13-year-old

boy known as Birdie Africa
when Philadelphia police,
trying to dislodge MOVE
from its fortified inner-city
compound, dropped explo-
sives on the roof. The bomb-
ing killed five children and
six adult members of the
group, including Ward’s
mother.

Survivor  of 1985 MOVE bombing in Philadelphia dies

LOS ANGELES TIMES 

If proof was needed that
opposites attract, the loves
of Carolyn Cassady’s life
would more than make the
case.

The daughter of a bio-
chemistry professor and an
English teacher with strict,
Victorian values, she grew
up in the 1940s envisioning
a traditional marriage with
children and a steady hus-
band to keep them in com-
fort.

What she chose, however,
was marriage to Neal Cas-
sady, the fast-talking, hard-
living, womanizing wander-
er who would be immortal-
ized as Dean Moriarty in
“On the Road,” Jack Ker-
ouac’s 1957 novel that cele-
brated nonconformity in a
rigidly conformist era with
its depictions of sexual free-
dom, drugs and other revel-
ry on the open road. Ker-
ouac modeled Moriarty’s
second wife, Camille, on
her.

Married to Neal for 15
years, she had, with his en-
couragement, an affair with
Kerouac. Both men were
legends of the Beat genera-
tion when they died in the
late 1960s.

“I’m one of the last sur-
vivors,” she told the London
Guardian in 2011 of her two
decades of intimate associa-
tion with the Beats, “and, of
course, I wasn’t a part of it
really.”

Cassady, an artist and
memoirist who spent much
of her life trying to correct
what she said were miscon-
ceptions about the Beat
idols, died Friday in Surrey,
England, after a bout with
acute appendicitis, said her
son, John Cassady. She was
90.

During her marriage to
Neal Cassady, she raised
their three children and
made their Northern Cali-
fornia home the haven he
and Kerouac needed when
they returned from their
wild adventures. Through
them she met other seminal
figures, including William S.
Burroughs and Allen Gins-
berg, who made her hus-
band the “secret hero” of his
epic poem “Howl.”

“She was a sort of unwill-
ing den mother” to the
Beats, Kerouac biographer
Gerald Nicosia said in an in-
terview this week. “She was
trying to create this stabili-
ty. That was her main lega-
cy. She tried to show them
that despite being psychic
explorers they could still
have a family life.”

A self-described
“square,” she told The
Washington Post in 1978
that she “hated all the Beat
scene.”

Carolyn Cassady,
Beat idol’s wife,
dies at age 90

counted.
In Litchfield County, the

clerks in New Milford, Wa-
tertown and New Hartford
are paid more, he said. In
New Milford, population
28,000, the clerk is paid
$68,000. In Watertown, pop-
ulation 19,450, the clerk
makes $68,000 and in New
Hartford, population 6,994,
the clerk is paid a $56,885
salary. Torrington’s popula-
tion is about 37,000.

Quartiero, a Republican
seeking reelection, said all
clerk positions are mandat-
ed by state statute and have
the same responsibilities. 

“We do not have collective
bargaining rights,” he said.
“You must ask for an in-
crease from the council after
you have been in office with
for two years.”

In Torrington, city depart-

ment heads have received
raises as his pay stayed the
same. According to a memo
he provided the council, Lo-
cal 818 Supervisors were
given raises in 2008, 2009,
2012 and 2013. The council
denied similar requests for
the elected offices in 2011
and 2009. The last raise was
approved in 2007. Then he
received $1,000 plus 3.5 per-
cent in 2008 and 2009, in a
mirror of the supervisor’s
contract, which had the
raise for three years.

“I take my work seriously
and I am very proud of my
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , ”
Quartiero said. “I am not re-
questing special treatment,
but rather the same respect
and dignity every other city
manager has been afforded.”

Quartiero said because he
is elected does not negate
the fact that he is a depart-
ment head. “I have proved

my worth to the council,” he
said. “I have done more in
the city clerk’s office than
any of my predecessors and
it definitely shows in the of-
fice.”

Over the past 20 years in
office, Quartiero said he has
restored 400 volumes of
records while managing
with budget restraints and
he has kept business in the
city’s busiest department
running smoothly with a
small staff. 

Quartiero said a 5 percent
raise amounts to $2,817 per
year and over five years
amounts to $10.83 a week. “It
is not a lot of money,” he said.

The council tabled his re-
quest for discussion next
month.

Contact Alec Johnson at
ajohnson@rep-am.com, on
Facebook at RA Torrington
or on Twitter @RA_Alec.

RAISE: Mayor, treasurer as well
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ing.
Calabrese, who at first

provided information
against the Patels to deflect
his involvement, told police
Patel hinted on Aug. 5 that
he “had a plan to get some
money” and it involved
“robbing Luke.”

“He said he had been set-
ting up a fake drug deal with
Luke to make sure he had
money in his house that
night,” Calabrese told po-
lice. “Niraj wanted me and
Hiral to go inside the house,
flash the guns and get the
money from Luke and rob
him.”

Calabrese said he de-
clined to take part, but po-
lice were later able to identi-
fy Calabrese as the man he
identified only as “their
boy.” 

Niraj dropped Hiral and
Calabrese off at the remote
house from a black Honda
CRV. They hid in wait for
Luke Vitalis to finish cutting
the lawn at about 6 p.m.,
then pulled bandannas over
their faces when they en-
tered the Vitalis home.

Shyam Patel told police
they called Niraj to let them
know when they went inside.
They tied Rita Vitalis with
zip ties in the kitchen area,
then went upstairs to find
Luke. Rita said she heard a
struggle before Calabrese
pulled the trigger three
times, striking Vitalis twice.
He fell dead in the doorway.

Although she couldn’t
identify the men after her
911 call, Rita Vitalis later
confirmed that the contact
“Raj” on her son’s cellphone
was Niraj Patel, a familiar
face in the drug sales busi-
ness both were involved in.
Luke Vitalis’ cellphone re-
vealed numerous text and
phone messages between
the men “consistent with co-
ordinating a drug deal” until
minutes before he died. 

Rita Vitalis even boasted
that her son’s weed, found

growing inside and outside
the home, was “better” than
what Niraj sold. 

Luke Vitalis was good at
nurturing plants, and loved
nature, his grandmother
Jean Vitalis said Wednes-
day. She recalled better
times when the Vitalis fami-
ly operated Ellsworth Hill
Farm primarily as an or-
chard and berry-picking op-
eration.

“He took part in the farm,
there are wonderful pictures
of him there as a child,” she
recalled. 

The two men fled into a
wooded area behind the Vi-
talis home. The gun, pushed
into several inches of mud,
and a cellphone have not
been found despite nine de-
tailed police searches.

Niraj Patel switched cars
and drove around in his fa-
ther’s black Toyota Camry
to search for the men, then
picked them up in his fa-
ther’s white Nissan
Pathfinder. It’s not clear
how the other vehicles were
shuttled to the area.

Police said Niraj was lost
and frantic for more than an
hour. He made 17 cell calls
to Hiral from 6:22 p.m. until
8:56 p.m., when the three fi-
nally reconnected at the
Sharon Audubon Society.

When police searched a
2000 Nissan Pathfinder reg-
istered to Niraj’s father,
Prabhaker, on Sept. 21, they
found it had been recently
detailed, and that plastic
floor mats were new.

Police said Prabhaker Pa-
tel, who operates The Coun-
try Mart in Kent, helped his
son avoid contact with po-
lice.

Hiral Patel’s attorney,
Leonard Crone, said during
arraignments two weeks ago
that the allegations amount
to “one of the weakest mur-
der cases I have ever been
involved in.”

“There is no forensic evi-
dence, no admission, no con-
fession,” Crone said, de-
scribing cellphone records
as junk science. “There is
nothing to run away from.”

Calabrese, who was at the
New Haven Correctional
Center in August of 2013 for
failing to attend a mandated
drug treatment program, im-
plicated himself in a conver-
sation with another inmate
that was recorded by the De-
partment of Correction. 

“Niraj knew that Luke Vi-
talis would have a large
amount of cash based on in-
formation Niraj obtained
from another drug dealer,”
the documents state. 

Calabrese said he shot
Luke Vitalis after he con-
fronted him with a knife. No
knife was found but a strug-
gle was evident, police said.
He fled with $70 from his
wallet “and some weed.” A
large amount of cash was
found by police to have been
hidden in the home.

Clothing and sneakers be-
lieved to have been worn by
one of the men was later
found half burned along
Wolfe Road in Warren. Shoe
patterns were consistent with
those found in the home.

Hiral’s mother, Dipika,
told police her son worked a
normal shift at a family
liquor store on Aug. 6, leav-
ing work at 9 p.m. that night.
A coworker said he never
worked that day.

WARRANT: Mother says
son’s weed beat out rival’s
Continued from 1B
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