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School board chairman to seek
OK to add 2 administrators

Board of Education Chairman Kenneth P.
Traub will go before the Board of Finance next
month to get approval to add two new administra-
tors for the district.

The board gave Traub the approval with a 6-1
vote.

The proposed administrators would assist with
the new teacher evaluations by bringing the num-
ber of teachers to be evaluated down to 26 per ad-
ministrator.

The two proposed positions wouldn’t be solely
for evaluating staff but would have a wide range
of responsibilities. The positions would be super-
visors of educational services, one for support
and intervention, and the other for school safety,
health, wellness and climate.

The pay for the new positions would be approx-
imately $106,000 each, not including benefits, and
each administrator would work 206 days a year.

Traub said former mayor Ryan J. Bingham
asked the board last spring to cut funding for any
mandates that were not yet passed by the legisla-
ture, as well as for any discretionary spending.

Of the $500,000 that was cut, $300,000 had been
set aside for teacher evaluations, Traub said.

T O R R I N G T O N  

Loss of funding brings change
to talented, gifted program

The district has revamped its talented and gift-
ed program after funding was cut in the spring.

The loss of funding came with the retirement of
Karen Schick, who retired in June. Schick led the
program, known as TAG, for decades.

The new program involves more independent
study of the two dozen fourth- and fifth-grade stu-
dents who have been identified by teachers and
administrators.

The independent study will be supplemented
with field trips once a month, mostly to Talcott
Mountain Science Center in Avon. A final trip will
be to New Britain American Art for an exhibit to
commemorate the 65th anniversary of the chil-
dren’s book by Maurice Sendak, “Where the Wild
Things Are.” 

Field trips at the science center will focus on
robotics, aeronautics, and the study of birds.
Schick will return to lead the program but on a
per diem basis.

Board of Education member Christopher
Rovero said he was glad the TAG program was
being preserved but said the new program is not
the same.

“It’s not the same as taking gifted students and
placing them in a classroom on a regular basis
and engaging each other frequently,” Rovero said.

Quoting an early statement by board member
Paul E. Cavagnero, Rovero said “we gutted the
TAG program.” Rovero said he hopes his fellow
board members will fully support the program
next year, which will cost the district in $83,000 to
hire a teacher for the program. The program re-
quires an advanced degree in teaching talented
and gifted programs. 

W I N S T E D  

Fire that destroyed log home
has been ruled accidential

Fire that destroyed a log cabin home at 179
Danbury Quarter Road last week was accidental,
Winsted Fire Marshal Steve Williams said
Wednesday. But the exact cause may never be
known.

Williams, who said last week he suspected a
pipe venting from a wood-fired furnace in the
basement was likely to blame, said after consult-
ing with insurance investigators that he couldn’t
rule out electrical causes. The home where Rick
Slattery lived was a total loss. It and 18 acres had
been for sale for $280,000.

“It looks like the flue was at issue, but because
so much of the structure burned, we can’t rule out
electrical,” Williams said. 

Fire apparatus had difficulty crossing a bridge
to the home that was actually an old overturned
railroad car. 

The bridge was rated for 40 tons, which would
have held a truck. But it lacked side rails and fire
officers ultimately decided not to risk crossing it.
Firefighters were also hampered by the lack of an
adequate water supply.

N E W  M I L F O R D  

Two-car accident injures 1,
ties up traffic on Route 7

A two-car collision sent at least one person
away in an ambulance and bottled up traffic this
morning at a busy section of Route 7 Thursday
morning.

It was about 10:30 a.m. when two sedans
smashed into each other in front of the Levine’s
Auto and Truck Parts store south of Bridge
Street. The collision did considerable damage to
the front ends of both cars and propelled broken
glass and other debris across that section of Dan-
bury Road.

Shortly after 11 a.m. the cars were towed away.
Police said further details of the crash and the
condition of the operators were not available as of
late Thursday night.
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TORRINGTON — The
Board of Education heard
sobering news about the dis-
trict’s internal networking de-
partment on Wednesday from
a consulting firm hired in
April to provide an analysis of
district computer servers.

Richard Luna, the owner of
Protected Harbor, told board
members the state of the
school system’s computers

was so bad, he thought about
not taking the job after his
staff did an initial review.

The district’s 56 servers
suffered from no mainte-
nance and there was no func-
tioning back up system, Luna
said. There were major er-
rors found and no monitoring
in place. Of the 56 servers, 42
servers had only a 24-hour
backup, meaning any prob-
lems that were discovered af-
ter 24 hours would have been
completely lost. “There were

no controls in place,” Luna
said.

The district sough outside
help with its internal infra-
structure after a pilot test of a
new student assessment test
at Torringford School in
March 2013 went horribly
wrong. Students taking the
test found the computers
crashing multiple times and
students were being booted
out of the online test.

The test, known as Smarter
Balance, will begin to be tak-

en this school year in Tor-
rington, sometime between
March and June.

The district hired Protect-
ed Harbor to fix its IT system
on an emergency, no-bid con-
tract for about $27,000 per
month and the former head of
the IT department, Gerald
Crowley, did not have his
yearly contract renewed.
Protected Harbor’s contract
runs until June.

School computers get ‘F’
Consultant reports lack of maintenance, backup functions 
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DRIVER HURT AS CAR ‘TREED’

JOHN MCKENNA   REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Bantam firefghters cut down trees to clear a path so a car that veered off Route 202 near Old Mount Tom Passway on
Wednesday could be pulled out. The male operator of the car suffered a possible back injury and was taken by ambulance
to Charlotte Hungerford Hospital in Torrington for treatment, according to Bantam Fire Chief Richard Duffy. The car was
traveling west on Route 202 at 2:45 p.m. when it crossed the eastbound lane and left the road, missing utility poles and
trees before coming to a stop. 

ELECTION 2013: PLYMOUTH, SHARON 
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LITCHFIELD — A jury of
six deliberated for less than
four hours Wednesday in
Litchfield Superior Court be-
fore  finding 30-year-old
William Thomas guilty of
raping a teenager after the
two left a Torrington bar in
the early morning of Sept. 3,
2011.

Thomas’ bond was in-
creased by Judge James P.
Ginocchio to $250,000 after
he was found guilty of first-
degree sexual assault.
Thomas was accused of using
his physical strength to over-
power the 19-year-old woman
in a shadowy area along
downtown railroad tracks.

He also was found guilty of
unlawful restraint and giving
police a false statement.

Thomas, who rejected an
unspecified plea agreement
to take his case to trial,
showed no reaction when the
verdict was read. He now
faces up to 26 years in prison

Jury finds
man guilty
in rape case
Suspect rejected
plea deal, faces
26 years in prison

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

PLYMOUTH — Ana
LeGassey, the town’s tax col-
lector, was running cross-en-
dorsed in the Nov. 5 election,
but she resigned last week to
do the same job in Plainville
starting Oct. 28.

Her departure means vot-
ers will not elect a tax collec-
tor Nov. 5. Instead, as
LeGassey is a Republican,
the Republican Town Com-

mittee will appoint a tax col-
lector after the election.

Her efforts will be missed,
said David Bertnagel, chair-
man of the Board of Finance,
when her resignation was an-
nounced at the board’s meet-
ing Thursday.

“We’re very upset to see
her go,” he said. Bertnagel
said LeGassey in her one
term organized the office, ag-
gressively collected back tax-

Resignation changes election
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SHARON — It’s an elec-
tion that will see a whole new
Board of Selectmen as five
vie to take a seat at the table.

That includes a top of the
ticket race after First Se-
lectman Robert Loucks told
the Republican Town Com-
mittee in July that he would
not be seeking a third term.
What might have been a va-
cant slot on the ballot was

filled when Brent Colley
stepped up to serve. He is
being challenged by Demo-
crat Howard Randall.

Democrat Margaret Sza-
lewicz and Republican
John Perotti are also step-

ping down.
Sharon’s voting rules are

a bit different from most
other towns in that a local
ordinance states anyone
who loses the first select-
man’s race cannot be a
member of the Board of Se-
lectmen. So either Randall
or Colley will be on the
board after the November
election, but not both. And
last year another change,

Sharon faces 5 choices, odd rules
For more on 
candidates from 
your town, visit 
rep-am.com
or scan this code. 

ON THE WEB

>>    Family concerns among the issues in the Sharon Board of Selectmen race, Page 5B;
For candidate profiles, see Page 5B.

See GUILTY, Page 3B

RA ARCHIVE 

Plymouth Tax Collec-
tor Ana LeGassey is
leaving the town for a
new position in
Plainville. 

See SHARON, Page 5B

Republicans will now appoint collector

See JOB, Page 5B

See COMPUTERS, Page 3B


