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Benedetto, Mrs. Mary A. — 79, of Tor-

rington. Mass 10:30 a.m. Saturday at

St. Peter Church, 107 East Main St.

Burial will follow in Hillside Cemetery.

Bothroyd, Glenn Jr. — 60, of Coventry.

Funeral 6 p.m. Friday at Alderson Fu-

neral Home of Cheshire, 615 South

Main St. Calling hours 4 to 6 p.m. Fri-

day at the funeral home.

Brown, Jeffrey F. — 65, of Oakville,

formerly of Middlebury. Graveside

service 11 a.m. Saturday at Evergreen

Cemetery, North Street, Watertown.

Calling hours 5 to 7 p.m. Friday at

O’Neill Funeral Home, 742 Main St.,

Oakville.

Carty, Carol — 74, of Torrington.

Memorial service 2 p.m. today at First

United Methodist Church, 21 Fern

Ave. Burial 11 a.m. Friday in Hillside

Cemetery.

Crowley, Donald C. — 66, of Pompano

Beach, Fla., Waterbury, Conn. native.

Mass 7 p.m. Monday at St. Francis

Xavier Church, 625 Baldwin St., Wa-

terbury. Burial Tuesday in New St.

Joseph Cemetery, Waterbury. Calling

hours 5:30 to 7 p.m. Monday at the

church. 

Dettmar, Janet B. — 86, of Palm

Coast, Fla., formerly of Naugatuck,

Conn. Funeral 10 a.m. Saturday at

Zion Lutheran Church, 1555 Hamilton

Ave., Waterbury, Conn.

Flickinger, Mrs. Margaret Ann — 93,

of Middlebury, formerly of Bethany,

Philadelphia, Pa. native. Funeral 10

a.m. Friday directly at St. Vincent Fer-

rer Church, 1006 New Haven Road,

Naugatuck. Entombment: Calvary

Garden Mausoleum, Waterbury.

Giordano, Mrs. Mary — 89, of Water-

bury. Funeral 9 a.m. today from Chase

Parkway Memorial/The Albini Family

Funeral Home, 430 Chase Parkway, to

Our Lady of Lourdes Church for Mass

at 10. Burial will follow in Mount

Olivet Cemetery, Watertown.

Jones, Arlene Lois — 87, of Turlock,

Calif., formerly of Thomaston, Conn.,

Oakville, Conn. native. Memorial

service 4 p.m. Saturday at Thomas-

ton Covenant Church, 64 Clay St. A re-

ception will follow.

Lander, Mrs. Bess Weinstein — 94,

formerly of Shelton and Bridgeport.

Services 10 a.m. Friday at Green &

Son Funeral Home, 88 Beach Road,

Fairfield. 

LaSelva, Marie V. — of Ridgefield.

Memorial Mass 10 a.m. Saturday at

St. Mary’s Church, 55 Catoonah St.

Mastrianna, Robert — 80, of Ocean-

side, Calif., Waterbury, Conn. native.

Mass 8 a.m. Monday at Blessed

Sacrament Church, 182 Robbins St.,

Waterbury.

Monroe, Edward — of Terryville.

Graveside service 10 a.m. Saturday at

Hillside Cemetery, Marine Street,

Thomaston. 

Ocain, Mrs. Inez — 88, of New Hart-

ford, Torrington native. Graveside

services 11 a.m. Saturday at

Barkhamsted Center Cemetery, Cen-

ter Hill Road, Barkhamsted.

Parenteau, Robert A. Sr. — 75, of Wa-

terbury. Funeral 11 a.m. Friday at

O’Neill Funeral Home, 742 Main St.,

Oakville. Burial with military honors

will follow in Evergreen Cemetery,

Watertown. Calling hours 6 to 8 p.m.

today at the funeral home.

Peretti, Mrs. Rose C. — 88, of

Portsmouth, R.I. and Meriden, Conn.

Graveside services 11 a.m. Saturday

at Sacred Heart Cemetery, 250 Gypsy

Lane, Meriden.

Read, Lawrence A. — 65, of Prospect,

Waterbury native. Memorial service

11 a.m. Friday at Prospect Congrega-

tional Church, 25 Center St. 

Saturno, Massimo — 86, of Water-

bury, native of Italy. Funeral 9 a.m. Fri-

day from Chase Parkway

Memorial/The Albini Family Funeral

Home, 430 Chase Parkway, to Sacred

Heart-Sagrado Corazon Church for

Mass at 10. Burial will follow in Cal-

vary Cemetery. Calling hours 5 to 8

p.m. today at the funeral home.

Smith, Mrs. Lindsey N. — 26, of Nau-

gatuck, formerly of Morris. Mass 11

a.m. today at Church of the Nativity,

48 East St., Bethlehem. Burial will fol-

low in East Morris Cemetery.

Weber, Mrs. Muriel N. — 90, of

Canaan, formerly of Winsted, Ham-

den native. Memorial service 11 a.m.

Saturday at Second Congregational

Church of Winsted, 800 Main St. 

Woodard, Mrs. Mae A. — 86, of Kent.

Celebration of life 10 a.m. Sunday

during church services at First Con-

gregational Church of Kent, 97 North

Main St. Joint burial service for Mae

and Ralph Woodard will follow at the

church cemetery.
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SHARON FIRST SELECTMAN

Age: 43 
Address: 7 West Moun-
tain Road
Party: Republican
Education: Joel Barlow

High
School,
class of
1989
Experi-
ence:
Presi-
dent of
the
Sharon

Historical Society
Occupation: Owner of
Colley Web Service; con-
sultant
Family: Wife, Christine,
daughter Emma, 8, son,
Liam 6
Contact: 860-364-7475;
brent@sharonrtc.org

BRENT M. 
COLLEY

CONTRIBUTED 

Age: 72
Address: 74 Modley
Road, Sharon
Party: Republican
Education: Central High

School,
Bridge-
port
Experi-
ence:
Zoning
Board
of Ap-
peals,
Inland

Wetlands and Water-
course Commission,
Long Range Planning
Committee
Occupation: Building
contractor
Family: Divorced
Contact: 860-364-5710

HOWARD M. 

RANDALL

CONTRIBUTED 

BY RUTH EPSTEIN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

SHARON — Family con-
cerns for residents are
among the issues surfacing
in the race for Board of Se-
lectmen, where three candi-
dates are vying for two
seats.

Republican Dale Jones,
Democrat Jessica Fowler
and petitioning candidate
John Mathews, who is unaf-
filiated, each want a seat on
the board, and under new
rules, voters can cast a vote
for two selectmen candi-
dates, rather than just one.

Fowler and Jones spoke of
the importance of establish-
ing infant-toddler care in the
community, which has been
lacking since Sharon
Healthcare eliminated that
service a few years ago.
Fowler said that has been a
topic of the town’s Long
Range Planning Committee,
which conducted a study.
The issue ties into the objec-
tive of attracting young fam-
ilies to town.

Sharon Day Care Center
is housed in Sharon Center
School and Fowler said the
town needs to communicate
with school officials about a
review of its space. “We
wouldn’t be asking for com-
mitment, but engaging in a
dialogue.” 

Mathews is the only one
with prior experience on the
board. He served for 17
years until 2011 when the
Republicans chose John
Perotti over him as their
candidate. He and First Se-
lectman Robert Loucks, who
is not running for re-elec-
tion, had a rocky relation-
ship. He pointed to his years
of experience as an asset,
noting his participation in
such projects as two study
committees to look at the
resident state trooper pro-
gram, recreational ease-
ments and traffic studies.

As for current issues,
Mathews also brought up
the need to attract young
families to Sharon. He said
affordable housing and
working to keep taxes down
should be an aim.

Jones would also like to
see the town pursue building
a community center, one
that is ADA compliant. The
community needs a place
where a variety of activities
can bring people together,
especially the large elderly
population, he said. He
thinks a new structure
would probably have to be
sought, since there doesn’t
appear to be anything in
town that could be retrofit-

ted. The current center is
small, outdated and lacks
parking space, said Jones.

He also stressed the im-
portance of studying various
aspects of regionalization,
not just the schools, but vol-
unteer ambulance squads
and fire departments as
well. “There are diminish-
ing numbers to staff them
and we could be looking at
huge costs if we have to go to
paid workers.” 

Fowler strongly favors es-
tablishing an economic de-
velopment commission. She
said there was a task force

which came up with many
good ideas that now need to
be followed and implement-
ed. 

“There are no sidewalks
to the shopping center for
one thing. But we need to
look at other areas of town
as well and consider light in-
dustry. The commission
could also be a clearing-
house for grants and help
explore topics such as ener-
gy and tax abatement pro-
grams.” 

Contact Ruth Epstein at
kcsruthe@aol.com.

Candidates focus on family
Sharon issues include seniors, young adults

SHARON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Age: 47 
Address: 24 Dawn Hill
Road 
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s de-

gree in
political
science,
Universi-
ty of Col-
orado;
master’s
in public
adminis-
tration,

Baruch College
Experience: Planning and

Zoning Commission, six
years; Zoning Board of
Appeals alternate; Long
Range Planning Commit-
tee, current chairman;
Sharon Day Care Board,
Sharon Business Organiza-
tion
Occupation: Owner, oper-
ator of Four Maples Farm
Family: Husband, James
Krissel; daughter Kather-
ine, 15; son, Walter, 12
Contact: 860-309-0987;
jfowler@snet.net; face-
book, Sharon CT Dems

JESSICA K. FOWLER

CONTRIBUTED 

Age: 61
Address: 140 Sharon Val-
ley Road
Party: Unaffiliated
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in social sciences,

Boston
Univer-
sity
Experi-
ence:
Board
of Se-
lect-
men, 17
years;

Board of Recreation;
Long Range Planning

Committee; Cable Advi-
sory Committee; Sharon
Center School Building
Committee
Occupation: Furniture
restorer, lacrosse and ice
hockey official, EMT at
Sharon Hospital emer-
gency department
Family: Wife Heather,
daughter Madeline, 35;
son Gabriel, 10
Contact:
jbmathews@snet.net;
860-364-0423; facebook:
John Mathews for Board
of Selectmen, Sharon.CT

JOHN B.  MATHEWS

CONTRIBUTED 

Age: 52 
Ad-
dress:
20
Swaller
Hill
Road,
West
Cornwall
Party:

Republican
Education: Connecticut

School of Broadcasting
Experience: Former
Sharon Zoning Enforce-
ment Officer
Occupation: Broadcaster,
WZBG in Litchfield
Family: Wife Diana,
daughter Andrea, 30; son
Ryan, 28
Contact: 860-672-0127;
dale.c.jones@gmail.com

DALE C. JONES

CONTRIBUTED 

put forth by Randall, was
approved by townspeople
which calls for permitting
residents to vote for two se-
lectmen candidates rather
than just one.

In addition to Colley’s run-
ning mate, Dale Jones, and
Randall’s, Democrat Jessica
Fowler, John Mathews peti-
tioned as a unaffiliated voter
to become a candidate, so
there will be a three-way
race for two spots.

Randall, 72, a contractor,
has been a familiar face at
municipal meetings, often
butting heads with Loucks
over the condition of the
roads. 

The town went through an
extensive $6.2 million road
project under Loucks’
tenure and Randall disputed
some of the methods used,
mainly the lack of drainage
installation before the
paving began. He said the
large sum spent didn’t even
cover all the town’s roads.

He believes all matters
should be discussed by the
board before decisions are
made, a practice he doesn’t
think is currently followed.
He a big proponent of dele-
gating duties and will in-
volve a lot of people in his
administration. 

He’d also like to see the
establishment of a grants
commission which would be
charged with seeking out
and applying for available
money.

Colley, 43, the owner of
an Internet firm called Col-
ley Web Services, is the
president of the Sharon His-
torical Society. 

He sees Sharon Hospital,
the town’s largest employer,
as an important part of the
community and said he’s
“fully vested in fighting for
its health and vitality.”

Randall also said the
town needs to help the hos-
pital, the town’s largest tax-
payer, so it stays put. “If we
keep taxes down, we can
help it stay. 

“And by keeping taxes
down we offer a lot of other
solutions, such as encourag-
ing growth and bringing
businesses to town. Keeping
taxes down is the answer.” 

Randall, who lost to Per-
otti by four votes in the 2011
election, listed his accom-
plishments, which include
researching and imple-
menting the idea of a waste
oil furnace at the town
garage that saves between
$7,000 and $9,000 in heating
costs annually, coming up

with alternate financing of
town-owned 67 Main St.
that reduced the interest
rate from 4.9 to 3.5 percent,
and writing not only the se-
lectmen’s election ordi-
nance, but pushing for the
one that has the town elect
rather than appoint its Re-
gion 1 Board of Education
representative.

Both men said they are
committed to open commu-
nication and making resi-
dents aware of governmen-
tal processes. 

They vow to work to bring
young families to town. Ran-
dall said the lack of young
people jeopardizes the abili-
ty to increase membership
on volunteer organizations,
especially the fire depart-
ment and ambulance squad. 

Colley plans to recognize
and celebrate volunteers.

“What better way to at-
tract young people than a
young first selectman?” said
Colley.

Colley talked about the
low morale on the town
crew, saying “I can fix it”
with an inclusive manage-
ment style. 

Randall also acknowl-
edged problems exist on the
town crew and said the
union and town leaders
must come up with recom-
mendations that are fair.

Increasing the business
community has been a long-
time goal in Sharon. 

Both Colley and Randall
point to their business expe-
rience that could be drawn
upon. 

Colley said he can assist
residents who have an inter-
est in starting a home-based
business since he has done
that and is well suited to
teach others to do the same.

Randall is the executive
director of the annual Fal-
con Ridge Folk Festival in
Hillsdale, N.Y., which can
attract anywhere from 6,000
to 15,000 visitors, depending
on the weather. 

That position, he said, re-
quires managerial skills, in-
cluding overseeing the crew,
logistics of operation, and
the permitting process. “It’s
like running a city,” he said.

SHARON: Adding
to business in town 
Continued from 1B
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SHARON 
VOTERS
1,733 registered voters 
Democrats: 618 
Republicans: 485 
Unaffiliated: 627 
Those who will turn 18
and be able to register
by Nov. 5: 3 

es and made the office
“more progressive” in terms
of technology and public ac-
cess. LeGassey estimated
the number of delinquent
taxes she collected at more
than $1 million.

LeGassey said Plainville
gave her an $8,000 raise. She
was paid $48,000 per year in
Plymouth. In Plainville, the
salary is evaluated after six
months, LeGassey said. 

She will take her final cer-
tification exam in the spring
to become a certified tax
collector, which she said
will put her in a higher
salary bracket.

She said the Board of Fi-
nance discussed paying her

$2,500 up front and $2,500 in
January if she agreed to
stay. She said she turned it
down because the Plainville
job offered more money and
more stability.

LeGassey applied for the
job in September. She found
out two weeks ago that she
got it and began making
arrangements to help Ply-
mouth transition to a new
tax collector. 

“This was something I
worked so hard at for the
last two years,” she said. “I
am not going to leave them
high and dry.”

She said she plans on
coming back at the end of
next week to finish collect-
ing sewer taxes and to help
prepare for January’s col-

lections. LeGassey said she
isn’t done with Plymouth,
though. 

“I love it here, I still live
here,” she said. “Look for
me on a board or something
in a couple years because
I’m not done yet.”

Bertnagel said he was
grateful LeGassey agreed to
continue part-time until the
town names a replacement.
That replacement will hold
the post until next Novem-
ber, when a special election
will have to be conducted,
Bertnagel said.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA_Ply-
mouth.

JOB: Tax collector moves on
Continued from 1B

Veterans group
plans observance

TORRINGTON — The
Torrington Veterans Sup-
port Committee, and its
member groups, invites the
public to join them in its Vet-
erans Day Observance pro-
gram on Nov. 11. The cere-
mony will be held, rain or

shine, at Torrington’s Coe
Park and will begin approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m. In the case
of inclement weather the
ceremony will be held inside
the Coe Park Civic Center.

The public is encouraged
to attend.

If anyone has an Ameri-
can flag that is torn, faded, or
otherwise damaged they

may bring them and a mem-
ber of a Veterans organiza-
tion will take the flag and see
that it is properly retired. 

Also, if any organization
would like to participate in
the program by placing a
wreath to honor our Veter-
ans, contact the Veteran Ser-
vice Office at 860 489-2531
by 3 p.m. Nov. 8.

Photos, dinner at
White Memorial

LITCHFIELD — A din-
ner program will begin at 6
p.m. Nov. 30 at White
Memorial Conservation
Center, A.B. Ceder Room,
Route 202. 

The program will feature
a presentation of submitted

photographs taken of White
Memorial through the sea-
sons. 

Photos must be submitted
by Oct. 30. Dinner cost is $20
for members, $30 for non
members. 

Submit photos at
gerri@whitememorialcc.org
. For dinner reservations,
call 860-567-0857.

BRIEFLY


