
Litchfield County
DAILY DIGEST
T O R R I N G T O N

Harwinton man charged
with 2 thefts of jewelry

A Harwinton man whose friends told police he
has struggled with drug addiction was charged
Wednesday with two local jewelry thefts dating
back to May.

Scott Williams, 26, was arraigned Thursday in
Bantam Superior Court after his arrest on two
separate warrants. Police said Williams was hired
to paint a house in Torrington in May after its
owner met him at a Narcotics Anonymous meet-
ing and wanted to help him out. The victim a
month later, while packing for a trip, discovered
$3,600 worth of jewelry, including rings passed
down from family members, missing.

The victim confronted Williams over the phone
and in a recorded conversation he admitted steal-
ing a silver neck chain, gold rings, and a black
onyx ring with a diamond. Williams told the vic-
tim he pawned them in Waterbury and Torring-
ton and receipts obtained by police proved they
were pawned and later melted for scrap. In a sec-
ond case Williams was charged with stealing
from a woman who allowed him to live in her
house in August. She lost a necklace and diamond
ring that were hidden in a vase in her closet.
Williams was released after arraignment and or-
dered to seek drug treatment. He is due back in
court Dec. 19.

T O R R I N G T O N

Father of 2 charged
with supermarket theft

A local father of two was arraigned in Bantam
Superior Court Thursday on charges he stole gro-
ceries, diapers and tooth whitening strips from
Big Y in July.

Police said James E. Wilson, 37, of 74 Wood-
bine St., Torrington, was with a neighbor July 24
when they loaded a shopping cart with $390
worth of Crest White Strips, diapers and other
grocery items and wheeled it out of the store
without paying.

Police saw their suspect on surveillance video,
but didn’t know who he was in July. Another offi-
cer investigating a similar crime in September, in
which clearer photos were taken, helped identify
Wilson, who was known by the officer. Wilson
was wearing the same gray T-shirt in both photos.

Wilson, held on a $20,000 bond Wednesday
night at the police lock-up, was released on a
$1,500 bond Thursday and ordered to stay out of
Big Y. He is due back in court Dec. 4.

W I N S T E D

Residents invited
for a snowplow ride

The public works department wants residents
to better understand what it is like to drive a
snowplow.

The department is starting its first winter ride-
a-long program. Any resident age 18 and older is
invited to ride in a snowplow this winter.

Those interested must fill out an application
form and sign a waiver of liability. Participants
must also show proof of age and residency.

Public Works Director Neil Amwake said he
wants to give residents the opportunity to witness
and experience the challenges snowplow drivers
face with falling snow and sitting eight-and-a-half
feet above the road, while manually shifting the
truck in gear, turning the blade and spreading
salt and sand.

Participants cannot request a specific snow-
plow route, nor will they be assigned to the snow-
plow route that traditionally plows their street
and neighborhood.

Riders must be able to physically climb into
and out of the plow truck. Rides will depart from
and end at the public works garage at 189 Rowley
St. and last approximately 90 minutes. Partici-
pants will not be picked up or dropped off at alter-
nate locations. Dressing in layers, and sturdy
boots are recommended. Truck cabs are kept
warm to reduce ice buildup on the windshields.

Two or three days before the next storm, the
department will contact applicants, and they will
be assigned a time for their ride-along. Rider par-
ticipation is at the discretion of the public works
director.

T O R R I N G T O N

Teachers union asked to help
probe claim of altered grades 

The Board of Education has reached out to the
teachers union in light of allegations made by
board member Paul E. Cavagnero that teachers
were “bullied” to change students’ grades by an
administrator. 

In a previous interview with the Republican-
American, Cavagnero said a teacher, whose name
he won’t disclose, came to him and told him that a
high school administrator asked them to adjust
the grading curve so more students would be eli-
gible to graduate. 

Board of Education Chairman Kenneth P.
Traub said it’s hard to investigate the allegations
when they don’t have a name of a teacher or the
class.  Traub said he reached out to the union to
see if they can find out any particulars. 

“If the person doesn’t want to come forward,
(the union) can gather the information and bring
it forward,” Traub said. 
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Police executed a search and seizure
warrant at 323 Harwinton Ave. in Tor-
rington Thursday morning. Later, four
people were arrested on drug charges.

JOHN MCKENNA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Students in the agriculture science and technology program at Wamogo Regional High School in Litchfield were busy
Thursday making wreaths for the program's annual holiday sale. Shown working on a wreath are sophomores Meagan
Samele, left, and Brianna McCartan. Wreaths, poinsettias, swags and Christmas trees will be on sale beginning Nov. 29. 

Wreaths for Wamogo

Karen Evans,
owner of Jew-
elry Design on
Water Street,
replaces her
fall window
display with a
Christmas dis-
play in time for
Light up Main
Street, Torring-
ton’s annual
holiday cele-
bration, which
is planned for
Nov. 29. 

ALEC JOHNSON
REPUBLICAN-
AMERICAN

Designed for Christmastime
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TORRINGTON — Police on Thursday
shut down a heroin dealing operation
based in a house on Harwinton Avenue
with easy access to Route 8 south.

In the culmination of an investigation
prompted by citizen complaints, detec-
tives watched a drug transaction outside
323 Harwinton Ave. before serving a
search and seizure warrant, police said.

Inside, officers found four people in
possession of heroin and a small amount
of cash. Police did not say how much

money they had.
Lt. Bruce Whiteley, police spokesman,

said police arrested four people on drug
charges during the sweep that netted 20
bags of heroin and drug paraphernalia
at 10:45 a.m.

Neighbors had complained to police
over the past several months about sus-
pected drug deals and use at the house,
Whiteley said. “That led us to open an
investigation and it concluded today.”

Detectives and a drug-sniffing dog
searched the three-family home for

4 arrested after raid
on heroin business
Neighbor complaints led to probe

See HEROIN, Page 4B
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THOMASTON — About 20
community members attend-
ed the second public forum
on the Plan of Conservation
and Development Wednes-
day night.

The plan, which is submit-
ted to the state every 10
years, secures a town’s abili-
ty to apply for open space and
small town economic assis-
tance grants. It acts as a
guide for the Planning and

Residents air 
views on zoning,
future housing

See FORUM, Page 4B
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LITCHFIELD — An
anonymous survey prompt-
ed by reports of drug use
among students at Litchfield
High School will be adminis-
tered in grades 7 through 12
in January, Superintendent
of Schools Deborah S.
Wheeler announced

Wednesday.
Wheeler, addressing the

Board of Education, ex-
plained how the survey will
be conducted on behalf of
the Litchfield Prevention
Council and in conjunction
with the Housatonic Valley
Council Against Substance
Abuse.

Litchfield students will be
surveyed about drug use

See SURVEY, Page 4B
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HARWINTON — Plans
for a $3.4 million sports fa-
cility were presented Thurs-
day night. 

This was the second infor-
mation session about the
project. About 25 residents
attended. 

The Board of Education is

hosting a final information
session Dec. 10. A referen-
dum is planned for Jan. 14.

The Youth Sports Activity
Committee is proposing a
turf fields with lights,
bleachers and scoreboards,
a new track surface, a stor-
age facility for crew boats,
new tennis courts and prac-

Presentation outlines plan
for $3.4M sports facility

See PROJECT, Page 4B

UConn’s DeAndre Daniels
scores 23 in win over BC


