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TOWN BY TOWN

BY JACK CORAGGIO
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

BRIDGEWATER — When
the Union Savings, next the
town’s centerpiece Village
Store, closed its doors in May,
it left the dry town without a
bank.

It has stayed that way since
— no bank in Bridgewater
and no occupant for the
1,500-square-foot space.

Last month, Leni and Peter
May, owners of the complex

for more than 25 years, sent a
letter to community residents
seeking input on what they
think would be a viable ten-
ant in the space. 

Because the Main Street
plaza, which includes an of-
fice for the Postal Service,
has been financially unten-
able for decades, the owners
would like to bring some-
thing there that’s good for
and attractive to the commu-
nity.

“Unfortunately, in the 25-
plus years we have owned it,
the store has lost money
every year,” the letter stated.
“Now, with the bank closed,
whose rent helped offset
some of the maintenance
costs of this very old building,

we are faced with both
greater losses, but perhaps an
opportunity.” 

It asks that people submit
suggestions to the website
www.bridgewatervillage-
store.com. 

Property manager Greg
Bollard said a restaurant
would be a fair idea; howev-
er, sale of liquor is not per-
mitted in Bridgewater, so
that makes the establishment
of profitable eatery problem-
atic.

“What can we do to benefit
the town and the users?” Bol-
lard asked rhetorically.

Bollard said it is unlikely a
bank would come back to
town, but so far about 50 sug-
gestions have been submit-

ted. Unfortunately, he said
without getting into detail, a
lot of the discussion has be-
come politicized.

Nancy L. Hawley is run-
ning for first selectman on
the Republican ticket, and
she offered no politics but
kind words and a good
thought for the future of the
space.

“I thought it was a great
thing he did reaching out,”
said Hawley. “We all have a
vested interest in making
sure Bridgewater stays vi-
brant.” 

Contact Jack Coraggio at
jackcoraggio@gmail.com or
follow @JCoraggio on Twit-
ter.

Use of space put to residents
Ideas sought
on what should
replace bank

BY JOHN MCKENNA
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

LITCHFIELD — The
Board of Education on
Wednesday approved a new
three-year contract with the
Litchfield Education Associa-
tion, the union representing
100 teachers.

Under the contract, which
will take effect July 1, 2014,
teachers will receive wage
increases of 1.5 percent the
first year, 1.7 percent the sec-
ond year and 2 percent the
third year.

The contract is expected
to yield significant savings
for the school board because
the union has agreed to en-
roll all of its teachers in a
health savings account pro-
gram. Teachers have an
health savings account option
in their current contract,
which is based on a tradition-
al insurance model, but only
a handful of them are en-
rolled.

“Our negotiating team re-
ally felt that finding a way to
save the board money was a
priority,” union President
Lynn Rice Scozzafava said
Thursday. “We understand
the economy and the fact that
budgets are being cut all the
time.” Scozzafava estimated

that the HSA program will
save the board between
$1,500 and $3,000 per teacher
in the first year of the con-
tract because the deductible
for teachers will be higher
and the annual premium cost
will be lower.

For example, Scozzafava
said, a teacher on an HSA
family plan will cost the
board about $20,000 in pre-
mium cost, a decrease of
$3,000. A single teacher with
an HSA will cost the board
about $7,300, a decrease of
$1,500.

The negotiating team ham-
mered out the HSA agree-
ment with school board
Chairman Frank Simone and
Superintendent of Schools
Deborah S. Wheeler, both of
whom said they are pleased
with the terms of the new
contract.

“We talked about what
would be best for the town
and the union and came to a
resolution we believe works
for everyone,” Simone said of
the negotiations with the
union. “The teachers are hap-
py and we’re happy. It’s a
good contract all around.” 

Scozzafava said Simone
and Wheeler deserve credit
for their approach during the
negotiations. 

New teacher contract
expected to save money
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The Women's Forum of Litchfield celebrated its 100th
anniversary on Thursday by honoring the legacy of its
five founders: Harriet Hubbard, Elizabeth Buell, Stella
Vanlear, Ann Trumbull and Adelaide Deming. Forum
members Lynne Wilson, left, and Leah Dmytryck played
Hubbard and Buell, respectively, during a tribute to the
founders. The event was held at the Litchfield Commu-
nity Center. 

Forum honors
its founders

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

BURLINGTON— Seventh-
grade students from Har-
Bur Middle School wrote
lyrics with help from Monte
Selby, a songwriter who
travels to schools across the
country.

“Gonna follow my heart.
Believe in my dreams. Not a
fragile thought on paper.
Wanna live in 3D. The jour-
ney of a lifetime starts with
one step. One step to a life of
no regrets,” the students
wrote.

“You only have one life, so
make it a good one,” said sev-
enth-grader Ryan Kittredge,
about the song’s meaning.

Selby said each grade he
worked with — second, third,

fourth and seventh — created
their own lyrics.

“You have to start from
scratch,” Selby said. “If you
try to plug kids into a song
you’ve already written, they
won’t connect.”

Lucy Gottfried, another
seventh-grade student, said
she had fun writing “Shine
On,” the second song written
by seventh-graders about
seeing the light in others
when it’s difficult for others
to see it. 

“It was like a break from
learning, but we were learn-
ing at the same time,” she
said.

Elementary students fo-
cused on respect with Selby
and wrote songs about re-
specting others, respecting
property and being safe. 

Selby, a traveling song-
writer for about 15 years,
spent time as a middle school
administrator but decided he
wanted to connect to students
in a different way.

“Music is the avenue to get
to them,” he said. “Every-
thing they learn they can car-
ry out through music.”

Kristen Ingvertsen, sev-
enth-grade science teacher,
said she uses the tools Selby
taught in her classes. She also
uses the tools that Selby
taught the teachers.

Teachers and administra-
tors worked with Selby two
years ago during a profes-
sional development work-
shop. 

Har-Bur Middle School As-
sistant Principal Martha
Rouleau said it was the first

time a workshop received a
standing ovation.

Rouleau and Kenneth
Smith, Har-Bur principal,
worked with Megan Mazzei,
principal of Harwinton Con-
solidated, to bring Selby back
to the district.

“He really showed his com-
mitment to making the songs
about what the kids wanted to
say,” Rouleau said.

Smith and Rouleau want to
bring Selby back every year.

Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions from both schools fund-
ed Selby’s visit for about
$7,000, Smith said.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @ RA_AlexaGorman,
or on Facebook at RA Har-
winton.

STUDENTS’ LYRICAL EXERCISE

Region 10 classes write songs with a pro’s help

Students from
Harwinton Consol-
idated and Har-
Bur Middle
schools worked
with Monte Selby,
an educational
songwriter, this
week to write
songs about re-
spect and ‘living
your best life.’
Students per-
formed for the
schools Thursday
afternoon and for
parents and family
members Thurs-
day night. 
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Oliver Wolcott Technical High School teacher
Royal Allard, third from left, who heads the
Electronics Technology Department at the
school, is all smiles as he is honored on Thurs-
day by members of the PROBUS Club, treasur-
er Robert Oakan, left, and auction chairman
Arnie Goldstein, as the State Vocational Feder-
ation of Teachers Teacher of the Year. Looking
on is school principal Robert J. Axon. PROBUS
is a civic organization that helps provide sup-
port for those with disabilities. 

Tops in teaching tech

W I N S T E D

North side of Main to close 
for fall festival Saturday

The north side of Main Street will be closed
and all traffic will be diverted to the two lanes on
the south side for Saturday’s annual fall festival.

The festival, sponsored by the Friends of Main
Street, is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
event features artists and crafters, specialty
vendors, local businesses and organizations, fair
food, and classic and vintage boats.

Local bands Bottomline and Fustercluck and
singer Barbara Lombardo will perform. Lom-
bardo will also DJ during the event.

There will also be an apple pie bake-off with a
$50 first prize. The Elks Lodge No. 844 will also
be hosting its second annual motorcycle show.

There is no admission charge to attend the fes-
tival.

WAT E R T O W N

Police arrest Watertown 
woman on pot-selling charge

A monthlong investigation led to the arrest of
a local woman for selling marijuana Wednesday,
police said.

Watertown Police arrested Cassandra Smith,
21, of 341 Bassett Road in Watertown, after find-
ing 19 bags of marijuana and drug parapherna-
lia in her car, police reported.

Police said they also found packaging materi-
al, a small amount of marijuana, marijuana
seeds, drug paraphernalia, scales and $1,050 in
cash in a lock box in Smith’s bedroom, after
searching her home.

Police said the evidence seized by warrant is
all indicative with the sale of marijuana.

Smith was held on a $125,000 bond and ar-
raigned in Waterbury Court Thursday, police
said. Police charged Smith with three counts of
possession of under a half ounce of marijuana,
two counts of possession of drug paraphernalia,
two counts of sale of marijuana, possession of
marijuana under four ounces, and two counts of
sale of marijuana in a school zone.

T O R R I N G T O N

Civitan Club to hold autumn 
tag sale, flea market Saturday

Torrington Civitan Club will hold an autumn
tag sale and flea market Saturday from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., rain or shine, at RJB Contracting parking
lot, 588 Winsted Road. 

Event will feature mum flowers sale, Civitan
tag sale table and a variety of vendors. Vendor
spaces are $25 until Sept. 29, thereafter $30.
Vendor set up begins 7 a.m. and breakdown be-
gins 3 p.m. Call Kathy at 860-482-3851 or
Stephanie at jwpeltier@yahoo.com. Torrington
Civitan Club is a nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to volunteer community service. All proceeds
benefit community charities and scholarships. 

Donations for raffle table or Civitan tag sale
table will be accepted after 7 a.m. on the day of
the event. 

S H A R O N

Fall Festival and Fun Day 
set for Oct. 26 at Home Farm

The Sharon Fall Festival and Fun Day will be
held from noon to 4 p.m. Oct. 26 at Home Farm,
99 Calkinstown Road. 

The event will feature hay rides, live music
and dancing, pumpkin picking, food, a war re-
enactment, and silent and live auctions. 

Proceeds will benefit two local non-profits,
Tri-State Public Communications and The Sun-
day in the Country Food Drive.  For information,
or to RSVP, call 860-364-4640. 

N E W  M I L F O R D

Restoration group celebrates 
hotel’s 107th anniversary

The Merwinsville Hotel Restoration is cele-
brating the hotel’s 170th anniversary of its open-
ing by once again hosting its annual Arts and
Fine Crafts Show on Columbus Day weekend at
the hotel. There will be a gala “Meet the Artists”
reception Oct. 11 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. with
hours d’oeuvres, beverages and desserts. Ad-
mission for Friday evening is $25 at the door or
prepay using PayPal for a $5 savings by visiting
merwinsvillehotel.org. Hotel members are $20.
The show continues on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission  is $1.


