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TOWN BY TOWN

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

PLYMOUTH — The school
district is falling behind com-
parable districts in test
scores and planning for the
new Common Core state stan-
dards, according to a curricu-
lum audit by the Curriculum
Subcommittee.

“We don’t have resources,”
Superintendent Eleanor S.
Cruz said at Wednesday’s
Board of Education meeting.
“We don’t have guidelines in
place for our staff to work
from. That’s a problem. So we
have some work to do.”

The board approved Cruz’s
District Improvement Plan,
which will act as a guideline
to developing new curricu-
lum and the budget needed

for these changes.
Jodiann Tenney, director

of curriculum and instruc-
tion, said the plan is still be-
ing revised, but the district
needs something different.

“The curriculum is not in
the shape that it could be in,”
she said. “It hasn’t been re-
vised in 10 or 12 years.
There’s no built-in time for
teachers to collaborate.”

The plan breaks down
goals for 2013-2014 and
longer-range goals through
2015. 

Cruz said before the dis-
trict moves into the Common
Core, she wants to make sure
all faculty and administrators
are fully prepared. 

“We have to help teachers
by really focusing on how we
get there,” Tenney said of the
new instruction methods.

Teachers from the district
spoke during the meeting
about one goal that is already
being implemented. Once per
week for one hour, teachers
have data team meetings, in
which teachers in the same

grade or subject discuss new
models and strategies, and
compare and analyze test
scores.

The data teams include
math and literacy coaches
who work with teachers to
understand the Common
Core and help to develop les-
son plans based on the new
standards.

Long-term plans for math,
reading and special educa-
tion are included in the 2014
goals. 

Budget items include costs
for new textbooks, training
for teachers and the cost to
bring in curriculum consult-
ants.

Cynthia Badenhop, literacy
coach at the middle school,
said the teachers are excited
to take on the new challenge.

“There’s a spirit and a
drive among teachers and
staff to a degree I’ve never
seen before,” she said.
“Teachers are motivated and
learning every day.”

The 2015 goals focus on im-
plementation and initial

scores after the Common
Core standards are intro-
duced.

Cruz said administrators
are looking into purchasing a
curriculum model from a
school district with a similar
demographic in order to
avoid “reinventing the
wheel.”

“We don’t have the financ-
ing and support to get all this
done,” she said. She feels that
if they can find a school that
has been preparing for the
Common Core switch for the
last few years, Plymouth
schools might be better off
working with what’s already
proven successful.

Each of the schools will
also develop individual im-
provement plans over the
next few months. Cruz said
quarterly reports will be giv-
en at board meetings.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @ RA_AlexaGorman,
or on Facebook at RA Ply-
mouth.

Curriculum upgrade needed
Plymouth plan
aims to foster
improvement

Frank Federico of
Goshen, Judith
Secco, center, and
Carol Moore, both
of Bantam, are
among the 30 local
artists participating
in the Fall Gather-
ing of Artists show
and sale at the
Litchfield firehouse
today through Sun-
day. They were at
the firehouse on
Thursday setting
up their exhibits.
The show runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. to-
day and Saturday
and 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Sunday. A
food and wine re-
ception will be held
all day Saturday. 

JOHN MCKENNA
REPUBLICAN-
AMERICAN

Gathering of artists
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WOODBURY — Five years
after Corey’s hot dog stand
closed on Main Street South,
the shopping center that now
stands empty in its place
might soon have its first ten-
ants.

Litchfield real estate in-
vestor Russell Barton and
Barton’s ex-wife bought the
property at 787 Main St.
South and an adjoining prop-
erty at 807 Main St. South
through two limited liability
companies in a foreclosure
auction in August for a total
of $1.3 million. The sale
closed on Sept. 12, and the the
LLCs paid $87,425.77 in back
and current taxes on both

parcels.
Now Barton, who owns

Bantam Corporate Park in
Litchfield, said he’s ready to
plant a sign advertising space
for rent.

“We’re very happy to have
the opportunity to do some-
thing in Woodbury,” Barton
said. “We have high hopes to
make this a tremendous cen-
ter.”

In 2007, Thomas Briggs
bought 787 Main St. South
from Donald and Diane
Heavens for $1.65 million
and 807 Main St. South from
Justin and Irene Milliun for
$900,000. 

The following year, he be-
gan constructing a five-build-
ing 42,200-square-foot shop-
ping center dubbed Wood-

bury Green South. But after
building two buildings, Brig-
gs said the town’s decision to
deny an application for a
Dunkin’ Donuts as an anchor
tenant and the ailing econo-
my sank the project. 

In December the state Ap-
pellate Court affirmed a trial
court’s decision supporting
the town’s actions in rejecting
the Dunkin’ Donuts. And in
March, TD Bank foreclosed
on the property.

Barton said he was not con-
cerned about the current
state of the economy and
planned to invest more mon-
ey in finishing the buildings’
interiors.

“The economy will survive
anything,” Barton said.
“We’re anxious to get this up

and off the ground.”
And he expressed no inter-

est in testing the town’s zon-
ing regulations against per-
mitting fast food restaurants.

“We believe the town has
written a law that we’re going
to follow,” Barton said with a
broad smile. “We’re coming
in with a peace flag. We sur-
render.”

Barton said he has begun
interviewing prospective ten-
ants to create “a pristine cen-
ter which Woodbury de-
serves.”

“We want a restaurant that
will work for the town,” he
said.

Contact Rick Harrison at
rharrison@rep-am.com or on
Twitter @RA RickHarrison.

Vacant shopping center may get tenants

CONTRIBUTED

The Arthur Sinclair Covey mural “Washington
Taking Command of the Army,” has not been
restored since it took its place in Harwinton
Consolidated School in 1949. 

H A R W I N T O N

Fundraiser starting Sunday
to help restore school mural

A fundraiser to raise money for the restora-
tion of an Arthur Sinclair Covey mural at Har-
winton Consolidated School begins Sunday.

The “Squares for Covey” campaign will allow
people to buy squares of the mural at 25 cents
per square inch, or $36 per square foot. Joan
Kirchner, chairman of the mural restoration
committee, wants to get children involved and
excited to buy the 1x1 inch squares.

Donors will be recognized.
The mural by the town resident, called

“Washington Taking Command of the Army,”
was hung at the school in 1949. It has suffered
crayon marks, chipped paint, dirt, and smears
from an old cabinet.

Kirchner said the restoration can cost up to
$10,000, but the final price has not been deter-
mined. So far, the committee and school have
raised between $2,500 and $3,000, she said.

When the project is complete, the room will be
renamed the Arthur Covey Mural Education
Center, where displays of Covey’s works and
children’s books by his wife, Lois Lenski, will be
on display.

W I N S T E D

Winchester Grange to have
Super Prize Party today 

Winchester Grange will host its annual Fall
Super Prize Party today with doors opening at 6
p.m., at Winchester Grange Hall, at Newfield
Road and Route 263 in Winchester Center.

A Super Prize Party is similar to a teacup auc-
tion, penny auction, country store, but with a
wider variety of prizes including a 50-50 draw-
ing and a number of Super Prizes worth be-
tween $10 and $50 each.

The drawing of prizes will begin at 7 p.m. Ad-
mission is free, and tickets are available at the
cost of $1 per card. Each card features 26 tick-
ets, or 26 chances to win. You do not have to be a
Grange member to attend. Proceeds will benefit
the many community projects and donations
sponsored by Winchester Grange.

For information, contact Winchester Grange
President Todd Gelineau at 860-626-0326, via
email at info@winchestergrange.org.

N A U G AT U C K

Police keep oddly acting mom 
from injuring her baby

Police arrested a borough woman who was
swinging her 1-year-old daughter around by the
legs “like a baseball bat,” said Lt. Bryan Cam-
marata.

About 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, police responded
to multiple calls about a woman precariously
holding a small child on Maple Street.

When officers spotted Aurora Houghtaling,
39, of 87 South Main St., she was acting strange-
ly and making nonsensical comments, Cam-
marata said.

Among other things, she told officers, “The
government is in my phones,” he said.

When officers approached her, Cammarata
said, Houghtaling was resistant and didn’t want
to give up her child. However, Cammarata said,
police were able to secure the child quickly.

Officers found Houghtaling carrying
methylphenidate pills, which she admitted to
sniffing, Cammarata said. He said the brand-
name version of the drug is Ritalin.

EMS took the child to Hartford Children’s
Hospital where she was evaluated and found to
be uninjured. The child was in Department of
Children and Families custody Wednesday
night, but Cammarata said he didn’t know
whether the little girl was still with DCF or
placed into the custody of a family member.

Houghtaling was charged with second-degree
breach of peace, risk of injury to a child, inter-
fering with an officer, and use of drug parapher-
nalia. She was still in police custody at a hospital
and has not yet appeared in court because of her
condition, Cammarata said.

WAT E R B U R Y

Police seek information 
on shooter who killed laborer

Police were still hunting Thursday for an as-
sailant who gunned down a 33-year-old Wood
Street man on Tuesday night. 

Luis Guncay, who neighbors say was a labor-
er, was shot in the stomach while standing in
front of his home at 221 Wood St. at about 10
p.m. He initially survived the gunshot, but suc-
cumbed to his injuries Wednesday. Police said
the shooter is believed to be a black man wear-
ing dark clothing and a dark-hooded sweatshirt.
He fled the area after firing the fatal shot from a
handgun. Police have yet to release a suspected
motive for the killing. Anyone with information
about the homicide can call the CrimeStoppers
confidential tip line at 203-755-1234. Cash re-
wards are offered for information that leads to
an arrest.

BY RUTH EPSTEIN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

FALLS VILLAGE — The
Board of Finance agreed to
send three items to a future
town meeting, including an
unexpected expense on a
Main Street improvement
project.

The selectmen will set the
date for that meeting after a
draft of the warning is final-
ized.

During a meeting earlier
this week, First Selectman
Patricia A. Mechare in-
formed members that a
change in the requirements
has been made for the Main
Street Investment Fund grant
of $450,000 the town was
awarded this summer. She
explained that as she was
about to sign the contract, she

noticed the wording about the
need for matching funds from
the town, an aspect that was
not disclosed during the grant
application process.

She spoke with a represen-
tative from the state Depart-
ment of Housing, as well as
having Town Attorney Judith
Dixon confer with him and
they learned the condition
was added after all the grants
were approved. The town
must put in $61,500 toward
the project that will build
sidewalks that stretch about a
quarter of a mile from the
center of the village to the
parking lot at Lee H. Kellogg
School. Plans also call for
lighting the sidewalks, mak-
ing them handicapped-acces-
sible and landscaping the
town green.

The project has been hailed

as one that will help trans-
form the center of town, mak-
ing it more user-friendly to
pedestrians and appealing to
tourists, as well as increasing
safety.

The town’s share will be
$61,349 and an additional
$11,350 will have to be raised
through private donations.

“It’s well worth the invest-
ment, but I’m disappointed
we didn’t know about it until
Judy and I double checked,”
said Mechare. “But I don’t
think we should refuse
$450,000 on this basis. I think
it would be foolish not to do
this.” 

Member Tom Grayson
made the motion to take the
request to town meeting, but
there was no second. Member
Erica Joncyk, noting towns-
people will soon be asked to

support a new firehouse that
has a price of $3.2 million, ex-
pressed reluctance.

“This will kill it,” she said.
“You could get a lot of resent-
ment to this with all that’s go-
ing on.” 

But Mechare said if the
Board of Finance doesn’t ap-
prove sending it to town
meeting, the money will have
to be returned to the state.

“I think we should let peo-
ple voice their opinions,” she
said. 

“You’re not approving it,
just letting people make the
decision. Sixty-one thousand
dollars isn’t a lot of money to
get $450,000.” 

Grayson said, “I wouldn’t
want to not send it to the
town. I might vote against it,
but I recommend let them de-
cide.” 

Finance board to send items to town meeting


