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Speakers at Wednesday’s program for seniors on planning for the future answer
questions after the session. From left are: Leah Pullaro, social service agent for Kent
and Warren, Probate Judge Diane Blick, Brian F. Kenny of Kenny Funeral Homes in
Sharon and Norfolk, and attorney Dolores Schiesel of Cramer and Anderson in Kent. 
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next spring. The building is
expected to be removed.

Chamber President Laura
McLaughlin wrote that she
discussed the situation with
First Selectman Bruce K.
Adams and is forming a com-
mittee of interested business
owners to brainstorm a solu-
tion.

“We all know that public
bathrooms are essential to
the welcoming atmosphere
we have and wish to continue
in Kent,” McLaughlin wrote.

“They will actually remove
the building in which the fa-
cilities are housed in order to
make the entry to the Barns
more visible from Main
Street and to draw more peo-
ple back to those businesses,”
McLaughlin wrote. “This is a
business decision, not a re-
sponse to problems or an at-
tempt to hurt the town.”

Chamber of Commerce
members this week suggest-
ed that the complex’s zoning
approval was tied in part to
the bathrooms being made
available to the public.

Land Use Administrator
Donna Hayes could not con-
firm that Wednesday. “A lot

of people have asked me the
question, but I haven’t had
the time to do the research
with everything else I’m
working on,” she said.

Nancy Hamilton, who
owns Black Sheep Yarns in
the Kent Village Barns com-
plex, said that she’d spoken
with the property managers
and she was concerned. “This
affects the entire town,”
Hamilton said.

Adams, who told the se-
lectmen Oct. 1 that he
planned to discuss the issue
with the chamber members,
didn’t say much at the meet-
ing except to mention there
would be a group getting to-
gether to discuss it. 

He also has heard that the
owners want to improve the
look.

“They want to create a bet-
ter connection to Main
Street,” Adams said.

Efforts to reach Todd
Payne, the property manag-
er, or Hiram P. Williams, one
of the owners, were not suc-
cessful Wednesday.

Contact Lynn Mellis Wor-
thington at
lynnmellw@gmail.com or on
Twitter @lynnmellw.

BATHROOMS: Way
to keep customer flow
sought by committee
Continued from 1B

motor vehicle taxes.
LeGassey said that translates
to about $1 million owed to
the town in back car taxes.

The town notifies delin-
quent vehicle owners by mail.
To reregister a vehicle, pay-
ment must be made in per-
son. If a motor vehicle has
outstanding taxes, it cannot
be registered. 

Should the town decide to
boot cars, police will not
search for cars with delin-
quent taxes, but they will
search for unregistered vehi-
cles, according to the proposal.

The commission is trying to
determine the cost-effective-
ness of a boot. 

One boot can cost between
$400 and $900, according to
the commission’s prelimi-
nary research. 

Plymouth Police Chief
Karen Krasicky said the boot
may not be necessary. The
department received a De-
partment of Emergency Man-
agement Services and Public
Protection grant to fund a li-
cense plate reader, valued at
$18,150. The plate reader at-
taches to police vehicles and
scans for vehicles with out-
standing tickets, unregis-
tered vehicles and stolen ve-
hicles. 

It is unclear what kind of
policy police would follow if

an unregistered vehicle were
found by using the plate scan-
ner. 

But if the plate reader
found an unregistered vehi-
cles, the commission believes
officers also would find vehi-
cles whose owners are delin-
quent in their car taxes.

The commission wants to
research the boot in towns of
similar population. 

So far, the commission’s re-
search showed towns normal-
ly outsource labor to find
delinquent vehicles and in-
stall the boot. The cost to hire
a company has not been de-
termined. 

In neighboring Waterbury,
vehicles booted for more than
24 hours are towed. The own-
er of the vehicle must pay
fees for the boot, towing the
vehicle, removing the boot
and any delinquent taxes or
tickets. 

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA Ply-
mouth.

BOOT: Contraption
costs $500 to $900
Continued from 1B
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KENT — Death is a topic
people often avoid, but at a
“Controlling Your Future”
seminar Wednesday, most
people there were glad to
hear the speakers’ advice.

The Kent Community
Fund, the Kent Memorial
Library, Templeton Farm
and the town featured at-
torney Dolores Schiesel of
Cramer and Anderson, Bri-
an F. Kenny of Kenny Fu-
neral Homes, Probate
Judge Diane Blick, and
Kent social services agent
Leah Pullaro. The seminar,
which focuses on a differ-
ent topic each year, is held
in memory of James
Palmer, a founding mem-

ber of the community fund
and an advocate for sen-
iors.

Schiesel talked about the
four documents important in
estate planning: wills, health
care instructions, power of
attorney and HIPAA wa-
vers. She emphasized that
these should be obtained so
that people’s wishes are fol-
lowed when they are inca-
pacitated or die.

“If there is no will to out-
line what should happen to
someone’s assets after they
die, they go to the state for
distribution,” she said.

Kenny said families don’t
know what type of service
or how the remains are to
be handled, and the meth-
ods chosen may be in con-
tradiction with what the de-

ceased wanted. “Death is
not easy to talk about, but
let your family know what
you want,” he said.

Blick told the group,
which numbered more than
40, that the person appoint-
ed as power of attorney
may not always be making
decisions in the individual’s
best interest, and a conser-
vator may be needed. The
court steps in to help name
the conservator.

There were nods and
voices of agreement when
Blick said, “It’s amazing
how families can be so co-
hesive when someone is
alive and so disconnected
when something happens.” 

Contact Ruth Epstein at
kcsruthe@aol.com.

Never too old to be informed 
Kent seniors get advice on final decisions
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HARTFORD — Gov. Dan-
nel P. Malloy and state edu-
cation leaders made it clear
Wednesday they have high
expectations for the $27.5
million investment they are
making to achieve dramatic
turnarounds at more than 20
of the state’s lowest perform-
ing schools. 

In a first-of-its-kind confer-
ence in Hartford Wednesday,
representatives from 11
schools enrolled in the new
Commissioner’s Network ini-
tiative — including Water-
bury’s Walsh Elementary and
Crosby High schools — met
in Hartford to share success-
es, failures and plans for the
future. 

Malloy was highly compli-
mentary of educators who
have volunteered to tackle re-
form, but also told the dozens
gathered Wednesday that it
will no longer be enough to
simply offer opportunity to
struggling students. 

“It’s no longer about oppor-
tunity, it’s about showing re-
sults,” Malloy said.

The new network offers big
state grants to fund three-
year turnaround plans devel-
oped by groups of local educa-
tors and parents. These state
dollars come with close state
oversight and assistance,
which included Wednesday’s
first-of-its-kind conference. 

“Success has many faces,”
Malloy told educators. “Suc-
cess has many sponsors. I be-
lieve I’m in a room full of
sponsors.”

State Education Commis-
sioner Stefan Pryor has ap-
proved $470,960 for Walsh
for this school year, the first
of three that Walsh will be en-
rolled in the network. This
will pay for additional staff,
along with after-school and
Saturday academic pro-
grams. Larger sums are ex-
pected to be approved for the
next two years. 

Crosby has been approved
for the network, but its $3.3
million request for three
years is still pending. 

Malloy has made education
reform a pillar of his adminis-
tration, championing radical
shifts in the education land-
scape with new educator
evaluations, new standard-
ized tests, new statewide cur-
riculum expectations and ex-
pensive assistance to the
state’s lowest-performing
schools and districts.

This money comes with
close state oversight and sup-
port, including Wednesday’s
conference. Pryor touted suc-
cesses in four schools that are
now starting their second
year in the network. Stanton
Elementary School in Nor-
wich saw a 20 percent reduc-
tion in chronically absent
teachers last year. 

Educators
meet with
governor

money it raises and re-
ceives in donations.

“This has never been an
issue and I don’t see why it
is one now,” Irwin said
when reached for comment
after Ferraro appeared be-
fore the finance board.
“These accounts do not
hold town funds. We’ve
raised the money or it has
been donated to us and
there has never been inter-
ference from the town re-
garding how we spend it.”
Irwin said the board pres-
ents Ferraro with monthly
reports detailing every ex-
penditure the board makes,
including ones made with
money raised by the board

or donated to it.
“Yes, we are resisting

(Ferraro’s) request to be a
co-signer,” Irwin said.
“We’re not talking about a
lot of money here.” 

Ferraro, in his letter to
Jepsen, questioned the
$300 check the board
cashed last winter to pro-
vide $50 Christmas bonus-
es to its six employees. He
also questioned $3,000 be-
ing removed from one ac-
count and used to establish
a new account that came
with a debit card.

“Debit or credit cards
are not allowed to be used
by elected officials, boards
or commissions on any ac-
counts in our treasury,”
Ferraro wrote. “Again, I

had no knowledge of this
transaction.” 

According to Ferraro, the
town’s auditor can’t begin
the audit of the town’s fi-
nancial books for the cur-
rent fiscal year until the
matter with the library
board is resolved.

Jepsen has yet to respond
to Ferrarro’s request, al-
though his office in a July
29 letter to Ferraro ac-
knowledged receipt of the
request.

The Board of Finance ad-
vised Ferraro to present his
case to the Board of Select-
men.

Contact John McKenna
at jmckenna33@opton-
line.net. 
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