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The public restrooms in the Kent Village Barns com-
mercial complex are being shut by the new owners.
The Kent Chamber of Commerce has formed a com-
mittee to investigate new options for the town.

DAILY DIGEST
T O R R I N G T O N  

P&Z approves $1 buy of land 
that includes brownfields site

The Planning and Zoning Commission unani-
mously recommended the City Council purchase
a 1.4-acre property on Franklin Street for a $1.

The vote now sends the proposal back to the
City Council, who last month endorsed the plan to
turn the former Torrington Manufacturing Com-
pany building into a parking lot or park, or a mix
of both. 

The contaminated property was home to one of
the city’s manufacturing relics, a 42,300-square-
foot building that in 2010 was reduced to a stub-
ble of red bricks now overgrown with weeds and
saplings.

A quarter of the property is a brownfields site
and would require a cleanup estimated to cost be-
tween $80,000 and $670,000. The wide range is
because there is contamination underground that
could require extensive cleanup, said Rose Ponte,
the city’s economic development director. 

A more likely price would be $200,000. The city
has a revolving loan fund to pay for brownfields
cleanup. There is enough money in the fund to
pay for the cleanup. The city can’t use the money
as a grant, it has to be repaid, so essentially, the
city would be borrowing money from itself. 

City planner Martin Connor said the property
has been identified as a property that needs to be
revitalized. 

B A R K H A M S T E D  

Bridge repair means road
remains closed another week

The town is warning motorists that East West
Hill Road will be closed at the intersection of
Route 44 for another week.

Road crews are repairing a bridge over Morgan
Brook at that intersection. Town officials thought
that section of road would be closed for just one
week. Access to the section of East West Hill
Road to the south of Route 44 is being limited to
West West Hill Road/Bsullak Road or Eddy Road.

The intersection may be closed until Oct. 18.

L I T C H F I E L D  

Commercial building proposal
rejected by commission

The Planning and Zoning Commission on Mon-
day rejected a proposed amendment to its regula-
tions regarding the use of commercial buildings
10,000 square feet or more in size or 12,000
square feet or more in gross floor space.

The proposed amendment called for special ex-
ception approval for the use of buildings meeting
the required sizes in non-residential zones.

It was written by the commission’s character
committee and was designed not to place obsta-
cles in the way of applicants or to deter business
from coming to Litchfield but to give planning
and zoning another method of regulating develop-
ment.

Planning and zoning turned down the proposal,
5-2. Opposing the measure were David Pavlick,
Peter Losee, Curtis Barrows, Carol Bramley and
Thomas Waterhouse. Chairman Susan Lowenthal
and Sky Post voted in support.

The Board of Selectmen and the Economic De-
velopment Commission in the spring both voted
not to endorse the proposal, saying it would stunt
business growth and increase the tax burden on
property owners.

A special exception requirement would have
given planning and zoning more time to review
the proposed use of buildings the sizes the pro-
posed amendment targeted. 

It would have also placed more of a burden and
cost on applicants and would have increased the
amount of time an applicant has to be before the
commission

L I T C H F I E L D  

Storm, tree limb, escape hole, 
gallop, grain lure, and return

Two horses galloping through the center of
Bantam on Tuesday halted traffic on Bantam
Road for several minutes before their owner
could stop them and lead them back to their en-
closure.

Owner Susan Guy of 788 Bantam Road attract-
ed the horses with a bucket of grain after several
onlookers futilely tried to capture the animals af-
ter they were first spotted about 7:30 a.m. near
Bantam Pizza.

The startled horses ran east on Bantam Road to
Bantam Cemetery, where Guy apprehended
them. 

The horses escaped their enclosure overnight
Monday, exiting through a hole in the barrier cre-
ated by a tree limb that fell in Monday evening’s
rain and windstorm, Guy said.

Guy was heading outside to feed the horses
when a neighbor told her the horses were in the
road.

“The good thing is no one was hurt,” Guy said.
“I’d like to thank those who helped. The people
here are so kind.”
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MORRIS — Town Treasur-
er Joseph Ferraro has asked
State Attorney George C.
Jepsen to investigate the way
the Morris Public Library’s
board of directors spends the
money it raises and has do-
nated to it.

In a letter to Jepsen dated
July 20, Ferraro explains that
the library board’s check-

writing practices could be a
violation of state law govern-
ing the expenditure of finan-
cial gifts made to public li-
braries.

Ferraro wrote that the
board has ignored a recom-
mendation by the town’s au-
ditor that Ferraro be a co-
signer of checks written on
the accounts.

“I met with the board and
told them I had to be a co-
signer of their checks, but

they resisted,” Ferraro said
after briefing the Board of Fi-
nance on the issue Wednes-
day. “They seem to think I’d
be telling them how to spend
their money. That’s not the
case. This is more about
checks and balances.” 

Ferraro sought Jepsen’s
help more than seven months
after the recommendation
from the town’s auditor and
four months after he asked
the board to make him a co-

signer on their checks.
The board receives a budg-

et from the town but raises
money on its own and accepts
donations that help fund pur-
chases of books and equip-
ment and new programs. Ac-
cording to Sally Irwin, the
board’s treasurer and former
chairman, the board isn’t do-
ing anything different re-
garding the way it spends

Morris library checked
Town treasurer seeks state help on board’s way of spending

>>>
>>>

OBITUARIES ON PAGE 6B
BIRTHS ON PAGE 2B

Litchfield County
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

SPORTS STARTS ON THE
BACK OF THIS SECTION

B
SECTION

Torrington’s 
Alex Church

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2013

L

TORRINGTON — Many of
the protesters outside the So-
cial Security Office on Litch-
field Street were its employ-
ees, but they said Wednesday
they were protesting as pri-
vate citizens. 

The employees have been
protesting for 30 minutes
each week since the deadlock
between Democrats and Re-
publicans shut down the fed-
eral government a minute af-
ter midnight on Oct. 1. 

The office at 147 Litchfield
St. is still open but with limit-
ed services. 

The office is helping those
who want to apply for bene-
fits or deal with issues relat-
ing to payments. 

The office is not issuing
new or replacement Social
Security or Medicare cards or
issuing a proof of income let-
ter, according to its website. 

The employees who are
working are not getting paid.

It’s not known if any employ-
ees have been placed on fur-
lough. 

“Speaking as a private citi-
zen, I am personally afraid of
what’s going on in our coun-
try.” Ben Rhodes III. said.
“Those who represent me
have forgotten me.”

Rhodes and other protest-
ers held signs that read: “No
shutdown.”

— Bruno Matarazzo Jr.

UPSET OVER SHUTDOWN
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KENT — Business owners
are disturbed that customers
and visitors to town are going
to lose access to the public
bathrooms.

The owners of the Kent
Village Barns have decided to
discontinue public access to
the bathrooms. Since 2010,
the town and the Kent Cham-
ber of Commerce have each
contributed $1,100 a year to
maintain the bathrooms so
the public can use them. The
chamber notified its mem-
bers in September that the
building would be closed by

Public is told to go elsewhere 
Kent losing access to public restrooms 

See BATHROOMS, Page 7B
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PLYMOUTH — The town
might get the boot.

The Police Commission is
researching “the boot,” a
metal object secured to vehi-
cle tires by police. The boot
immobilizes a vehicle found
to be unregistered or belong-
ing to someone who owes
overdue fines or tickets.

The discussion started last
month when Ana LeGassey,
tax collector, reported about
9,000 vehicles with unpaid

Plymouth
might try on
‘the boot’

See BOOT, Page 7B
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Ted Woznicki holds up a sign outside the Social Security Administration office in Torrington on Wednesday. Employees at
the city’s Social Security Administration branch office used their lunch break to protest the federal government shutdown,
during which the office is offering limited services.

Unpaid Social Security workers picket office for half-hour

MORE ON THE
SHUTDOWN
Congress took no steps
Wednesday to end the
nine-day partial govern-
ment shutdown. Also,
some questions and an-
swers about shutdown,
the debt limit squeeze
and the new health care
law, Page 3A.

See LIBRARY, Page 7B

>> Plymouth Center School students learn about fire
safety, Page 2B.


