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Demolition of the former casting shop on the Plume and Atwood property began Tuesday.  
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Stepdaughter says attack
was racially motivated

A 46-year-old former Torrington man faces
third-degree assault charges for an alleged attack
his victim claims was racially motivated.

According to police reports, Jeffrey Groman
punched, shoved and kicked his stepdaughter
Ashley Beatrice Oct. 1. Beatrice told police Gro-
man was “upset” because her boyfriend was at
1249 Highland Ave. and that “he was black.” She
said Groman didn’t approve of her relationship
with Mathew Mitchell. Mitchell said he saw the
encounter through the window of 1249 Highland
Ave. and substantiated Beatrice’s story. 

Groman has since moved to Colebrook, police
said.

M O R R I S  

Fewer problems reported
at Bantam Lake launch

The second season of the state-owned boat
launch on Bantam Lake saw far fewer problems
involving boaters using the facility, representa-
tives of the state Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection told local officials on
Wednesday.

DEEP Deputy Commissioner Susan Frechette
and a group of her staff reported on the launch dur-
ing a meeting at Town Hall with an advisory com-
mittee that includes Morris First Selectman Bar-
bara Bongiolatti, Bantam Lake Authority Chairman
Thomas Weik of Morris, Bantam Lake Protective
Association President Connie Trolle of Morris, and
Litchfield Selectman Jonathan Torrant.

DEEP officials and the committee have been
meeting regularly since the state bought the for-
mer Beverly’s property in 2011 and turned it into
a boat launch. Last night’s meeting was held to re-
view the summer season at the launch.

According to DEEP officials, the only problems
at the facility involved congestion with canoes
and kayaks trying to launch at the same time as
motor boats.

DEEP is planning to create separate launch
and parking areas for canoeists and kayakers
next summer, Frechette said, and will present a
plan during the next meeting with the committee
in April.

S H A R O N  

Selectmen support funding
to repair Community Hall

The selectmen agreed to recommend to the
Board of Finance that money be appropriated to
the Youth and Recreation Commission for repairs
to the Community Hall and the building at Veter-
ans Field. 

Michael Beck of the commission was at Tues-
day’s meeting of the board to seek the funds. The
porch eaves on the Community Hall are rotted
and there are shingles that need replacing. The
roof on the ball field building is in poor shape and
Beck noted, “We could lose that building if we
don’t take care of it.” When he was told it would
be prudent to have a list of needed funds at budg-
et time, Beck replied, “From our point of view we
do, but it never goes anywhere. It’s hard to plan
for a roof to fail.” 

He said the commission would like to be allowed
to set up a capital improvement line in its budget
so that money doesn’t have to come out of the oper-
ating budget for such needs. “When we put some-
thing in for such things, it’s the first thing yanked,”
he said. The selectmen recommended that the fi-
nance board consider giving the commission
$9,400 for Community Hall repairs and $2,689 for
roof repair at the ball field building.

N O R F O L K  

Committee studying
2-town school merger 

A committee studying whether the elementary
schools in Colebrook and Norfolk should form a
regional school district on Wednesday reviewed
updated student enrollment projections, reviewed
draft student schedules and broke up into sub-
committees that are going to analyze different as-
pects of the possible merger.

The main reason the school districts are look-
ing at this possibility is because student enroll-
ment is expected to continue dropping over the
next 10 years. The latest projection for Colebrook
and Norfolk combined shows enrollment drop-
ping from 216 to 176 in 2023-24.

Committee members also reviewed draft class
schedules drawn up by Jonathan Costa of Educa-
tion Connection, the committee’s consultant. 

The committee will meet again on Nov. 18, with
the subcommittees meeting before that.

T O R R I N G T O N  

Wendy Traub appointed
to City Council vacancy

Acting on the Republican Town Committee’s
recommendation Wednesday, the City Council
appointed Wendy A. Traub to fill Gerald Zordan’s
council seat he vacated when named mayor earli-
er this month.  Traub, committee chairwoman,
will fill the seat until Dec. 2, when candidates
elected Nov. 5 are installed. 

According to the city charter the seat had to be
filled by the political party that left it open. Zor-
dan, who is not running for re-election, was sworn
in as mayor when Ryan J. Bingham stepped down
Oct. 1.

H A R W I N T O N  

Trunk-or-Treat Saturday
at Town Hall complex

The town’s annual Trunk-or-Treat is Saturday.
Children in costumes can trick-or-treat in the
Town Hall complex from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

First Selectman Michael R. Criss said there are
10 cars registered so far. Those interested in giving
out candy can contact Town Hall at 860-485-9051.
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LITCHFIELD — Bond was
held to $250,000 Wednesday
when Kerby Martinez was ar-
raigned in Bantam Superior
Court on home invasion and
assault charges for forcing
his way into an acquain-
tance’s Torrington apartment
to steal cash.

The 26-year-old machine
operator is one of two men
implicated in the alleged pis-
tol-whipping, beating and
robbery of 31-year-old Torey
Towle on Litchfield Street.

Martinez, of 25 Norfolk St. in
Torrington, surrendered to
Torrington police Tuesday af-
ter learning a warrant had
been issued for his arrest. His
accomplice remained at large
late Wednesday as city detec-
tives attempted to identify
him.

Towle was bloodied from
cuts suffered when he came

in contact with
shards of glass from
a broken window, po-
lice spokesman
Bruce Whiteley said.

According to po-
lice documents,
Towle was smoking
marijuana and play-
ing video games
when he answered a
knock at the door.

The two men forced them-
selves into the residence, pis-
tol whipped him in the head
and said he should know why
they were there, documents
state. Towle said he knew
Martinez, but not the other
man who wielded what ap-
peared to be a revolver.

“I fell to the floor of the
kitchen by the fridge,” he told
police. “I saw the gun ... I saw
they had zip ties. I wasn’t let-
ting them tie me up. I got up
and they hit me again with
their fists and gun. I then
went down on the floor again.

I got up and started to
go to the apartment
door. As I opened the
door I felt one of them
push me down the
stairs. I fell down the
stairs ... I went to get
up to open the porch
door. I was pushed
into the glass win-
dows onto the porch.

While this was happening I
was screaming and yelling
for help. I then saw I had a
piece of glass a couple of
inches long sticking out of my
right arm.”

Towle said he noticed that
the second man slipped into
his bedroom at one point in
the confrontation and took
$3,000 to $4,000 he had left on
the night stand.

He told police Martinez
knew he kept the cash be-
cause he had explained to
him days earlier that he be-
lieved people that work for
him may have been stealing

from him.
The thieves dropped $400

in their haste, he told police.
Police said they found zip

ties formed into a loop “in
such a manner as to prepare
to restrain someone.”

Martinez is accused of
home invasion, conspiracy to
commit home invasion, first-
degree robbery, third-degree
assault, third-degree larceny
and unlawful restraint. Both
men face assault and home
invasion charges because
they were “acting in con-
cert,” Whiteley said.

“We don’t have the gun,”
said Whiteley, who said the
second man may have ties to
New York. He is described as
between 20 and 40, and 5
feet, 8 inches tall, possibly
Hispanic.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Torrington
Police at 860 489-2090, or the
24-hour tip line, 860-489-
2065. 

2nd suspect still at large
Man held on charges of home invasion, robbery, assault

Martinez
CONTRIBUTED 
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KENT — Third-graders at
Kent Center School on
Wednesday learned about the
different ways trash can be
recycled and even got to see a
variety of products made
from recycled materials.

Director Cheryl D. Reedy
and Assistant Director Jen
Iannucci from the Housaton-
ic Resource Recovery Au-
thority presented the pro-
gram on waste and recycling.

Iannucci led the group
through the information that
each person generates 4.5
pounds of trash every day,
which translates into almost a
ton of trash in a year. For a
family of three people that
would be a lot of garbage in a
year.

“It would be enough to fill
your whole house in a year,”
Iannucci said.

When she asked where the
trash goes, a few students
said “the dump,” but Kent
hasn’t had a landfill in opera-
tion for decades. Instead the
trash goes to a transfer sta-
tion and then to the region’s
waste-to-energy plant in
Bridgeport. She showed a
computer graphics video de-
scribing the process to the
students.

Then students learned about
how much recycling could take
away from the waste stream,

as Iannucci went through a pie
chart that showed how much
the averages were and she was
left with 10 percent that would
need to be disposed of at the
energy plant.

As Reedy held up a variety
of items, students indicated
whether or not it could be re-
cycled. They correctly said
the Styrofoam coffee cup
could not go into the “single
stream recycling.” 

First Selectman Bruce K.
Adams was attending the talk
and he said the town has been

looking for a source to recy-
cle Styrofoam but has not
found any yet.

Reedy said there were only
two kinds of plastic that
couldn’t go into the single
stream recycling, Styrofoam
and film plastic, which is the
kind of bags given to shop-
pers at grocery stores and
other retailers. 

“But those can be taken to
the grocery store,” she said.
“It can be recycled but it has
to be done separately.” 

One of the products that

can be created from those
bags is a hard plastic used to
construct decks and benches.
The women encouraged the
school to join a recycling
challenge to collect the most
bags offered by Trex that will
award a school in the region
with a plastic bench from re-
cycled materials.

Contact Lynn Mellis Wor-
thington at
lynnmellw@gmail.com or on
Twitter @lynnmellw

Kent students get a real feel for recycling
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Jen Iannucci, assistant director of HRRA, got help from  three Kent Center School third-
graders Wednesday to show how much trash a family can generate. From left, Jillian Fitz-
patrick, Carter Sneller and Poul McWilliams were part of a demonstration revealing that
three people can generate about 15 pounds of garbage every day. 
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THOMASTON — Demoli-
tion of a former casting shop
on the Plume & Atwood prop-
erty is underway.

A roof of a warehouse at
the complex collapsed in
June, which prompted con-

versation about what to do
with the rest of the structures
on the property, said First Se-
lectman Ed Mone. The ware-
house was razed in Septem-
ber.

Mone said he and the prop-
erty’s owner, Jay Horowitz,
discussed removing the old
casting shop so it does not

collapse into the Naugatuck
River during winter.

The demolition notice on
file with the town says it cov-
ers 30,000 square feet.

Horowitz could not be
reached for comment. Nei-
ther could Vance Taylor, the
broker who represents
Horowitz. In an interview in

July, Taylor said he was look-
ing into assistance from the
Connecticut Trust for His-
toric Preservation to look at
the remainder of the property
and possibly find funding for
work to stop other possible
collapses and preserve the
complex from the town’s
manufacturing heyday.

DEMO WORK GOES ON AT PLUME & ATWOOD


