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TORRINGTON — The ap-
proval of a surveyor to begin
working on a $2.7 million
grant-funded track and turf
field project for Torrington
High School has the school
board chairman asking why
the process is moving so
quickly.

The City Council on Thurs-
day, in a special telephone
meeting held in the mayor’s
office, approved a $8,750 con-
tract with Hrica Associates of
Litchfield to survey the land. 

Timothy Waldron, assis-
tant to the mayor, said the
company was recommended
by the city purchasing agent

and the Turf Committee. He
said the company has worked
for the city in the past and
was the lowest of six bids,
which topped out at $33,750.

Waldron said the city hopes
to have the new turf field and
wider running track com-
plete by mid-August 2014 so
it may be used by fall sports
teams. 

“We will be working very
closely with project man-
agers so we can meet a time-
line that works for that,” he
said. 

Kenneth P. Traub, Board of
Education chairman said
poor communication has per-
sisted between the city,
which applied for and re-
ceived from the Department
of Energy & Environmental
Protection Grant, and the
school board. 

He said he has requested a
joint meeting between the
council and the school board,
but that hasn’t occurred. New
members to both boards will

be installed Dec. 2. 
“Out fear is that we are

running, not walking,” he
said. “When you run you miss
things. When you walk you
pick up things that may be
missed.”

Traub said he wants to en-
sure the project is built cor-
rectly and the maintenance
costs for the future facility
are aligned with what the
school district can afford. 

“Who is going to ultimately
be responsible for the field?”
he said. 

In other school projects,
Traub said, the school board
has obtained funding and
picked projects it is comfort-
able maintaining. “We decide
the scope of the project,”
Traub said. 

The city is overseeing this
project because Rep.
Michelle L. Cook, D-Torring-
ton, applied for the state
grant on behalf of the city.

The Turf Committee, led
by resident and former acting

superintendent Edward
Arum, has said the track at
the high school isn’t adequate
to host invitationals as it has
six, not eight lanes, and there
is no grandstand for visitors.

The school board got wind
of the grant in August and
started asking why the dis-
trict didn’t know it was com-
ing. 

Cook said she took on the
project and pitched it to the
State Bond Commission be-
cause of safety issues the old
track poses to athletes.

“No one was ever mad at
the turf committee, they are
just a group of citizens doing
what they are told,” Traub
said.”We don’t question their
motives, we don’t question
their abilities. We want to
make sure everything is ad-
dressed.”

Contact Alec Johnson at
ajohnson@rep-am.com, on
Facebook at RA Torrington or
on Twitter @RA_Alec.

Track, field project moving
Board chairman
thinks things are
moving too fast
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Mike Martin from Torrington, a paid EMT assigned to the  Morris Volunteer Fire Department, takes advantage of the nice
weather Thursday afternoon to wash the ambulance. Martin was helped by fellow EMT Felicia Field, not pictured. 

While the weather’s good
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THOMASTON — This is a
tale of two barbers.

Tony Palmieri, 71, the
longtime owner of Tony’s
Barber Shop at 131 Main St.,
used to cut the hair of Ron
Benton, 45, a one-time metal
roofing installer who decided
a few years ago to try on a dif-
ferent kind of shears.

Benton, who lives in Har-
winton, went to barber school
at Ace Cosmetology and Bar-
ber Training Center in Wol-
cott and spent a couple of
years at its affiliated shop,
Ace of Fades. 

He said he appreciated the
clients and shop in Wolcott,
but when Palmieri closed
Tony’s last month, he jumped
at the chance to open his own
place only a five-minute com-
mute from home.

“I’m a risk-taker,” he said.
“I like Thomaston; it’s a good

community. The location re-
ally picked me.”

Neither of them saw the
next step coming.

“I was bummed out still, so
I stopped in to see the new
guy,” Palmieri said. “We got
to talking, and now I’m going
to work part-time.”

Palmieri, who has been
cutting men’s hair since he
was 18, said he had other of-
fers to work part time, but
none felt right. 

He said he agreed to work
for Benton for about four
hours per day, but nothing
has been set in stone.

“How long am I going to be
doing this? I feel pretty good
right now, but who knows?”
he said.

Benton said he admired
Palmieri’s work and was
more than happy to bring him
back — for business and ex-
perience.

Benton’s shop has a totally
different character from the
old-fashioned Tony’s, where
straight razors dating back to
the 1800s hung on the walls
and customers sat in brass-
and-leather barber chairs.

Main Street Barber will be
different, Benton said. He
said he wants to build off
Thomaston’s small-town
charm and fill the shop with
photos of Main Street and
other local landmarks. 

The shop is set to open Dec.
3.

Contact Alexa Gorman on
Facebook at RA Thomaston.

New barber to open shop, hires ex-owner
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Main Street Barber will open in December. It is replacing
Tony's, a Thomaston barber shop that closed in October.
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ROXBURY — Washington
and Roxbury can’t capture all
the sunlight, but hopefully
enough to power residential
demands.

As publicly unveiled this
week, the neighboring towns
will participate in a solar pro-
gram offered through the
Connecticut-based Clean En-

ergy Finance and Investment
Authority (CEFIA), which is
the nation’s first full-scale
clean energy finance authori-
ty.

The lower Litchfield Coun-
ty towns will join other state
communities in Phase Three
of the Solarize Connecticut
initiative, a program offered
by CEFIA and meant to in-
crease residential solar and
bring down energy costs.

“This is a great opportuni-
ty,” said Washington First Se-
lectman Mark E. Lyon, “for
our residents to access solar
and save money on their utili-
ty bills.” 

The program will let resi-
dents aggregately leverage a
group discount from the
state-based photovoltaic
company “All Green it Solar.” 

Roxbury First Selectman
Barbara Henry said pooling

people in the two towns will
allow “our residents with the
opportunity to solarize their
homes at much less cost than
otherwise would be the case.”

Residents who are interest-
ed in Solarize Washington-
Roxbury must sign a contract
by Jan. 21. For information,
v i s i t
www.solarizect.com/Wash-
ington or contact “All Green
it Solar” at 866-251-7854.

Washington, Roxbury join Solarize Connecticut effort 

WAT E R T O W N

Second suspect arrested in
assault on 87-year-old woman

Police have caught a second suspect in the Oct.
16 assault and home invasion of an 87-year-old
woman on Sunnyside Avenue. 

Police said they apprehended the suspect in
New York City Wednesday.

Police are not releasing the suspect’s name be-
cause he is 17 and considered a juvenile under
state law.

The boy is being held in New York City in con-
nection to burglaries in New York, police said.

Police plan to charge the teen with first-degree
kidnapping with a firearm, second-degree assault
of an elderly person, home invasion, fifth-degree
larceny, breach of peace, credit card theft, sec-
ond-degree threatening and first-degree reckless
endangerment once he is extradited back to Wa-
tertown.

The 17-year-old suspect’s 15-year-old suspect-
ed accomplice, Divontaye Canady of Waterbury,
is being tried as an adult. 

T O R R I N G T O N

Tail Waggers to hold drive
Monday to collect pet food

Tail Waggers of Litchfield will host its first “No
Empty Bowls” pet food drive from Monday
through the new year. Any unopened cat or dog
food will be accepted at the doggie day care facili-
ty on 568 Torrington Road from 7 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday through Friday. The food will be do-
nated to local shelters and food banks to help feed
pets during the winter months. 

For information, call 860-489-8838, email to
tailwaggers2@optonline.net, or visit tailwagger-
soflitchfield.com. 

WAT E R B U R Y

City man faces cruelty charge
in hatchet attack on dog

A 54-year-old carpenter was charged with con-
spiracy to commit cruelty to animals after the
man’s roommate told police he tried to attack a
dog with a hatchet. 

Police were called to Dalton Avenue late Tues-
day where a roommate of Stephen Gentile told an
officer Gentile was upset that a fish tank hadn’t
been cleaned and started yelling at everyone in
the house. Gentile’s dog, Deziel, started barking
when Gentile started yelling, police reported. 

Gentile then “went after” the dog with a small
hatchet, until the dog was back into a corner, the
roommate told police. Deziel then “nipped” Gen-
tile on the arm. In response, Gentile smashed a
hole in a wall, then knocked over some things in
the living room, police reported. 

Police found that Gentile was “acting drunk”
and was slurring his words when they arrived. He
refused to get into a police cruiser and was finally
helped into the back after being knocked over, ac-
cording to police. 

Gentile was also charged with disorderly con-
duct and interfering with an officer. He was re-
leased on a promise to appear in court. He was or-
dered to stay away from the home. 

L I T C H F I E L D

Festival of Trees scheduled
for Nov. 30 at library

The annual Festival of Trees will take place
from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at the Oliver Wol-
cott Library, South Street.

The auction features centerpieces, wreaths and
other holiday decor, themed dinners, cheese-
making classes, museum tours and other items.

Tickets are $70, $75 at the door and includes
hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, beer and wine.

For information, call 401-309-9256 or visit owli-
brary.org.

N A U G AT U C K

Wodbury man charged with
unlicensed sprinkler work

Police arrested a Woodbury man for installing
a lawn sprinkler system without a license. 

Police arrested John Stockwell, 42, of 97 Main
St. North on a warrant about 3:30 p.m. Wednes-
day and charged him with willfully performing
craftsman work without a license.

According to police, Naugatuck couple hired
Stockwell to install a lawn sprinkler system July
19, but never completed the work after being paid
$1,450. The victim tried, but was unable to con-
tact Stockwell. According to police, Stockwell
previously worked for a Waterbury sprinkler in-
stallation company, but hasn’t been employed
there in more than a year. During the investiga-
tion, police found that Stockwell did not have a
trade license through the Department of Con-
sumer Protection, police said.According to online
court documents, Stockwell is awaiting plea in
two larceny cases in Waterbury.

P LY M O U T H

Tree lighting, carol sing Dec. 1

A Christmas tree lighting and carol sing will
begin at 5 p.m. Dec. 1 at Baldwin Park, Main
Street. The event is sponsored by the Beautifica-
tion Committee and the Lions Club. There will be
free hot chocolate. For information, call 860-283-
0131.

N E W  H A R T F O R D

Holiday festival at library

A holiday festival with a silent auction will be-
gin at 7 p.m. Dec. 6 at the Bakerville Library, 6
Maple Hollow Road. A bonfire and carol sing will
be from 7 to 8 p.m. Mrs. Claus will attend from 7
to 8:30 p.m.  There will be hot cocoa and treats.
Silent auction preview is from Dec. 3 to 6. For in-
formation, call 860-482-8806,
bakervillelibrary.org. 


