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LITCHFIELD— A woman
accused of stealing more than
$23,000 from  a Canaan con-
venience store where she was
denied a special form of pro-
bation Friday. 

Anastasia Marie Mullen,
25, of 123 Lower Road in East
Canaan, initially insisted to
police the deposits she was
responsible for delivering to
a People’s Bank deposit box
in January must have “gotten
stuck” in the deposit drawer

at the bank. Mullen, an em-
ployee for several years and
manager for two years of the
Xtra Mart store  at the inter-
section of routes 44 and 7,
made the early morning de-
posits daily. She was arrested
on first-degree larceny
charges and posted a $5,000
bond.

Mullen, who stood silently
beside her attorney, Scott A.
McCarthy, was eligible for
accelerated rehabilitation by
statute because she has no
criminal record. But the law
allows a judge discretion to
decide whether to grant the
program based on a number
of factors, including whether
Mullen committed a serious
crime and is unlikely to of-
fend again. 

Judge John A. Danaher

agreed with County State’s
Attorney David Shepack, who
appeared in Superior Court
Friday to oppose the applica-
tion.

It means that the state will
move forward with Mullen’s
prosecution. If convicted, she
willhave a criminal record.

Shepack noted that Mullen
has not taken steps to repay
the missing funds. Granting
accelerated rehabilitation, he
said, would not send a mes-
sage of deterrence to the gen-
eral public.

“There has been no accept-
ance of responsibility,” Shep-
ack said. “She was in a posi-
tion of trust she violated and
pointed the finger at others. It
was a calculated theft based
on a weakness. She exploited
the weakness in the busi-

ness.”
Restitution is a major con-

sideration, Shepack said.
Xtra Mart’s parent company,
the Drake Petroleum Co., has
said it doesn’t oppose acceler-
ated rehabilitation, as long as
restutition is made.

A trooper searched the
area after the theft was re-
ported Jan. 9. 

The bank’s deposit box was
partially disassembled to
check for a malfunction. It
was found to be in working
order, police said.

Video surveillance at the
store showed Mullen remov-
ing funds from a safe early in
the morning. She counted it
and then left with it, accord-
ing to the police affidavit.

Mullen is due back in court
next month.

Accelerated rehab denied 
Store manager
charged with
taking $23,000

Births

Birth and adoption announcement forms are often
provided by local hospitals or are available at the 
Republican-American. For information, visit or call
the Yes Desk at 203-574-3636, Ext. 1400. Signa-
tures of both parents are required on birth an-
nouncement forms if the parents have different last
names.

AAkktteerr — A daughter, Samiya, to Mohammed Ul-
lah and Rozi Akter of Waterbury, Oct. 11, at Wa-
terbury Hospital.

OO’’TToooollee — A daughter, Natalie Bea, to Ryan and
Shannon O’Toole of Quincy, Mass., Oct. 8, at
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston.
Grandparents are Ken and Kathy O’Toole of Wa-
terbury and Jerry Maiello and Kathy Burns of
Clifton Park, N.Y. Great-grandparents are Mary
Skerritt of Warterbury and Ray and Annette O’-
Toole of Oakville.

PPoorrttoo — A daughter, Julianne Nicole, to David
and Jenna (Sullivan) Porto of Naugatuck, Sept.
20, at Waterbury Hospital. Grandparents are
Thomas and Mary Alice Sullivan and David and
Suzanne Porto of Naugatuck. Great-grandpar-
ents are Dolores and Norman Bouffard and
George and Geraldine Hanky of Waterbury and
Marilyn Sullivan of Harrisburg, N.C.
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LITCHFIELD — For firing
four shots into the front of a
Watertown Road home in
Thomaston on Feb. 24,
Michael St. Pierre will spend
seven years in prison.

St. Pierre appeared Friday
before Judge John A. Dana-
her in a yellow prison jump-
suit. The 38-year-old, of Pine
Hill Road, fired four shots
into the front of an apartment
where two men were sleeping 

“The conduct was egre-
gious,” Danaher said, picking
seven as the sentence out of a

possible range of one to 20
years. “It was extreme good
luck that no one was injured.”

St. Pierre admitted that the
state has enough evidence to
convict him of first-degree
larceny. He told police he had
been drinking when he
knocked on David Faunce’s
door at 4 a.m. When no one
answered, he said he wanted
to get the occupants’ atten-
tion by firing a sawed-off
shotgun through the front
window bay.

Faunce, 42, was a few feet
away from a bullet that
pierced the glass, Police
Chief James Campbell said at

the time. Awakened by St.
Pierre’s banging on the door,
he looked out the window. As
he did, St. Pierre fired.

Also inside was his 22-
year-old nephew, Trevor
Stark. Three other shots were
fired but missed the window.
Faunce and St. Pierre were
acquaintances. 

St. Pierre told police
Faunce owed him money for
drugs.

“This could have had a
much more devastating re-
sult,” Senior Assistant State’s
Attorney Dawn Gallo told
Judge John A. Danaher.

“But for his use of alcohol,

this never would have hap-
pened,” Public Defender
John Cizik said. “He was not
trying to injure anyone, just
frighten them.”

A woman who came for-
ward to testify on his behalf
said she was St. Pierre’s
mother.

“The sentence is a little
harsh,” she said. “He is a
good kid.”

Danaher granted Cizik’s
request to delay the sentence
until Jan. 3 when St. Pierre,
who is currently housed in a
New Haven correctional in-
stitution, will be moved to a
higher security prison.

4 blasts from a shotgun bring 7 years in prison

Swift Middle
School stu-
dents wore
wear pink and
white and
formed a hu-
man ribbon in
support of As-
sistant Princi-
pal Mary Jean
Mangione, who
was diagnosed
with breast
cancer in Wa-
tertown Friday.

STEVEN VALENTI
REPUBLICAN-
AMERICAN

A colorful show of support
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THOMASTON— A drive to restore
the playground at Reeve’s Field on
North Main Street have begun.

The “Momastons” parent group is try-
ing to raise money to replace the old
Playscape. Laura Busk, Momaston
member said the town needs a space for
younger children to play.

“The playground is old, rundown and
dangerous,” she said. The only other
playground is at Black Rock Elementary
School, and it’s only open when school is
not in session, which does not help moth-
ers with toddlers like Busk. 

First Selectman Ed Mone spoke to the
group recently and is on board with the
project.

“If they want to raise money and try to
get this going, we’ll help in any way we
can,” he said.

Mone pointed them to Marty Egan, di-
rector of the town’s parks and recreation
department.

Egan said the estimate for the equip-
ment and installation from Miracle
Recreation came in at $29,059. Play-
grounds have to be installed by the com-
panies, not volunteers, because the
town’s insurance does not cover volun-
teers.

Egan said the basketball court is first
on the recreation department’s priority
list right now. He said they are two-
thirds funded to repave and paint the
court. 

“We would love to get it all done at the

same time,” he said, “but with the eco-
nomic times the town doesn’t have the
money to invest in these types of proj-
ects.”

He said if private donations for the
court exceed what’s needed, the excess
could help fund the playground.

Once the playground is built, he said
maintenance could be as low as $1,000
per year— a number the recreation de-
partment would be able to afford.

The Momastons are reaching out to lo-
cal businesses and community members
for donations through their Facebook
page. So far, Modern Motors donated
$250 and D.M. Barberet Jewelers donat-
ed $100.

On Nov. 13, the group will pair with

Cutie Pies bakery for a design-a-cup-
cake contest.

There is a $10 entrance fee that will
go to the playground fund. Cupcakes will
be judged based on marketability, origi-
nality, look and taste.

The winning cupcake will be sold at
Cutie Pie in January and the baker will
receive a $25 gift card. Second prize is a
$10 gift card to the bakery.

“It takes the town and private citizens
to make these projects happen,” Egan
said.

For information on how to get in-
volved or upcoming events, Busk said
the Momastons can be reached on Face-
book or at momastons@gmail.com

‘Momastons’ fundraising for playground
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Children played at Reeve's Field Friday afternoon in Thomaston. The proposed
playground is second on the town's priority list after fixing the basketball court. 

K E N T

Pumpkin Run already has
589 entrants for Sunday

Organizers are putting the final touches on the
plans for this year’s 37th Annual Pumpkin Run
Sunday.

There are 589 runners already preregistered
for the race, so there is expected to be a record-

breaking crowd at
the starting line at
noon Sunday in
front of Kent Town
Hall. More than
250 of those run-
ners are partici-
pating through two
fundraising
events, Race for
Aydan and Julia’s
Wings.

Kent resident
Toni Soule is the
grandmother of
Aydan Parrett, a
6-year-old with a

rare chromosome anomaly. The family has made
use of a Ronald McDonald house during his med-
ical treatments and began fundraising for it six
years ago. They’ve raised $65,000 through Race
for Aydan. This year the race is moving to Kent
and residents have joined in. For information, see
raceforaydan.com. 

Julia’s Wings Foundation was founded by the
Malsin family of Sherman, following the death of
their daughter Julia, 13, after a yearlong battle
against aplastic anemia, a rare bone marrow fail-
ure disease. The foundation has formed a team
and has been accepting donations to aid other
families. More information can be found at ju-
liaswings.org. The five-mile Pumpkin Run’s tra-
ditional offerings of a costume contest, as well as
age category prizes, will be offered to runners.
Pre-registration has closed, so those showing up
Sunday will pay the entry fee of $28.

The traditional prize for winners in each cate-
gory has been a handcrafted mug. That will con-
tinue, but this year with sponsorship by the Ober
Gallery in Kent, there will be a special trophy
awarded to the top overall male and female win-
ners. This trophy will be designed and crafted by
Kent artist Peter Kirkiles. 

The Kids Fun Run begins at 11:15 a.m. 
Since 2011 the race has partnered with the

Kent Memorial Library’s Car Raffle, using the
vehicle as a pace car, encouraging the purchase
of $10 tickets and staging the drawing after the
race ends. 

A yellow 2009 Mini Cooper will lead the way
Sunday. Spectators and race participants are en-
couraged to bring a gift of nonperishable food to
support the Kent Food Bank. 

WAT E R B U R Y

State poison center issues
warning on tainted heroin

Local health officials are being warned to
watch out for a batch of heroin suspected of being
laced with a substance that can trigger symptoms
similar to a heart attack. 

The Connecticut Poison Control Center issued
a warning Friday. Two patients — both in Hart-
ford County — who were using heroin were treat-
ed in emergency rooms for heart-attack like
symptoms in recent days, according to the center. 

Poison experts believe the heroin they shot was
laced with a substance called clenbuterol. Ac-
cording to the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, the substance is banned for use in humans
and is only supposed to be used for treating hors-
es.  

Heroin affects the body by slowing down its
systems, but clenbuterol speeds them up. Symp-
toms can include chest pains, a rapid heartbeat,
shortness of breath and tremors. Emergency
workers and hospitals who suspect a patient took
the tainted heroin are encouraged to call the poi-
son control center at 1-800-222-1222. 

FA L L S  V I L L A G E

Book, honey tasting today
Author C. Marina Marchese will present her

new book “The Honey Connoisseur,” along with a
honey tasting featuring Marina’s Red Bee Arti-
sanal Honey products, today at 4 p.m. at the D.M.
Hunt Library. 

The event is free. Signed copies of her book
will be available.
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The starting line of last
year's annual Kent Pump-
kin Run. This year's run be-
gins Sunday at noon. 


