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C A N A A N

Driver, passenger hurt
in ATV accident

Two people were injured when an ATV crashed
on dirt trails off Lower Road on Friday night,
state police said.

State police said the accident happened on pri-
vate property, and therefore no report was filed.
The injuries were not severe, police said. A male
was driving and had a female passenger. Police
said they did not have the time of the accident,
and it was not clear if the ATV driver was on his
own property or someone else’s. Police said the
responding trooper suspected alcohol was a fac-
tor.

T O R R I N G T O N

Fundraiser Sept. 28
to restore Skee’s Diner

The Torrington Historic Preservation Trust
will hold a fundraiser Sept. 28 at P. Sam’s, 1301
Torringford West St., to raise money to restore
the 1930s Skee’s Diner, currently being stored in
a location being kept secret by the trust. Local
band Brown will play at 8 p.m. and doors open at
7 p.m., with a cash bar and hours d’oeuvres. Tick-
ets at $20 can be purchased at the door at P.
Sam’s or online at
http://brownlive.eventbrite.com 

FA L L S  V I L L A G E

Crop Hunger Walk Sept. 29
at Housatonic Valley High

The 30th Annual Northwest Connecticut Crop
Hunger Walk will be held Sept. 29 at Housatonic
Valley Regional High School, 246 Warren Turn-
pike. 

This year’s walk will be held in memory of
Claire Pederson of Sharon, who served as the
Crop Hunger Walk treasurer for almost 30 years.
Registration begins at 12:45 p.m. and the walk
will begin at 1:30 p.m. Participants may choose to
walk a quarter mile, 5 miles or 10 miles. Walkers
raise funds for this cause through monetary
pledges solicited from friends and family. The
Golden Sneaker Trophies will be awarded again
to the school and the church that raise the most
funds. Seventy-five percent of the funds raised
will benefit impoverished people around the
world. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised
will go to the Northwest Connecticut Food Bank. 

To walk or make a donation, contact local
schools or churches, visit cwsglobla.org, or send a
check to NWCT Crop treasurer Sue Richie, c/o
Salisbury Congregational Church, P.O. Box 392,
Salisbury 06068. 

M O R R I S

Firehouse open house
afternoon of Oct. 12

The Morris Volunteer Fire Department will
hold an open house at the firehouse from noon to
4 p.m. Oct. 12.

The event will include Touch a Fire Truck and
fire truck rides, a family home safety training
trailer, firefighter rehab trailer demonstration,
blood pressure screenings, and free hot dogs. At
12:30 and 2:30 p.m., Emergency Medical Services
drills will be held, at 1 and 3 p.m., car rescue
drills, and fire extinguisher classes at noon and 2
p.m. Bring a nonperishable food item for the Mor-
ris Food Pantry. For information, call 860-567-
7441.

B U R L I N G T O N

Hunting and Fishing
Appreciation Day Sept. 28

Connecticut Hunting and Fishing Appreciation
Day will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 28 at
the Sessions Woods Wildlife Management Area
and Education Center, 341 Milford St. (Route 69). 

Hosted by DEEP and the Friends of Sessions
Woods, the event will feature a free day of out-
door activities and demonstrations appropriate
for all ages. Attendees will have the opportunity
to speak with DEEP biologists, representatives
from outdoor retailers, and a variety of conserva-
tion, hunting and fishing organizations. The event
will also include field dog demonstrations, rifle,
BB gun, trap shooting and archery ranges, 3-D
archery, live snake programs, and bait and fly
casting instruction and skills challenge.

Free shuttle bus parking will be available at
Lewis S. Mills High School, 26 Lyons Road, off
Route 4. Handicapped parking will be available
on site at Sessions Woods. 
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HARWINTON — Even though fund-
ing for the renovation of the Harwinton
House remains well short of its goal, the
project is moving forward.

Roger Plaskett, who is heading the
renovation, said the account for the proj-
ect is at $105,000. But unless there is do-
nated labor hours, the total cost will be
between $450,000 and $500,000. 

Still, the site plan will be presented to
the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Commission on Oct. 3 and if the plans
are approved construction could begin
as soon as spring 2014, Plaskett said. 

The house was built in 1795 and
moved to New Canaan in 1931. The Fair-
field County town was threatening dem-
olition in 2009. That’s when Plaskett and
others stepped in to move it back to Har-
winton. 

The house was disassembled and put
into storage in 2011. The restoration
committee, the Harwinton Historical So-

ciety and First Selectman Michael R.
Criss have been trying to fund the proj-
ect through historical preservation
grants and private donations.

So far, the group has a $70,000 Small
Town Economic Assistance Program
left over from a grant originally issued to
the Wilcox property project and trans-
ferred to the Harwinton House Restora-
tion Fund. The grant has been extended
to May 14, 2016. 

The Harwinton Historical Society
contributed $27,000 to the project. An-
other $22,000 came from a technical as-
sistance grant paid by the Connecticut
Trust and Greater Litchfield Preserva-
tion Trust. Another $2,500 has been
raised in private donations. 

Plaskett said construction of the foun-
dation and a weatherproof frame will
cost about $40,000. 

To reduce costs, Plaskett is hoping for
construction workers in the community
to help with the interior.

The final cost estimate from the archi-
tect will be presented once inventory is

taken from the storage unit. 

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on Twitter
@RA_AlexaGorman, or on Facebook at
RA Harwinton. 

Harwinton House on move
Renovation goes to Wetlands Oct. 3
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This is the Harwinton House as it ap-
peared in New Canaan as dismantling
began in the spring of 2011. 
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Above from left, Kathy Williamson, her dog, Stella, and Betsy Bell with her dog,
Sage, learn how to train their dogs in a class during the 12th annual Bellamy-Fer-
riday Dog Show at the Bellamy-Ferriday House in Bethlehem on Saturday. Be-
low, Tom and Jane Doyle of Roxbury wait for judging to start with their dog, Ri-
ley, during the show.

Finding out who
is top dog
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TORRINGTON — Two Litchfield
County high school seniors will give
advice to top state education offi-
cials this year. 

Nick LaMothe of Torrington and
Amanda Binghi of Barkhamsted,
both 17, were selected to serve on
the State Student Advisory Council
on Education, an advisory group of
high school students picked by the
Connecticut Association of School. 

The students will attend their first
of eight meetings
on Tuesday in
Hartford. 

The advisory
group will serve
under Commis-
sioner Stefan Pry-
or and advise him
and the state
Board of Educa-
tion on a “plethora
of topics that effect
teaching and
learning from the
viewpoints of stu-
dents,” said David
Maloney, an assis-
tant director at the
Connecticut Asso-
ciation of Schools
and the council’s
adviser. 

“It seems like a great way to share
with those who are influential in
making decisions for the high
schools in Connecticut how to better
the education and how to make it a
more wholesome experience,” said
Binghi, a student at Northwestern
Regional High School.

Maloney said the 25 students on
the council will have three broad
topics to tackle this year that will be
developed at the first meeting. 

Last year, students delved into
topics of how to improve communi-
cation among students, teachers and
parents and how can students par-
ticipate in their school administra-
tors evaluation. 

LaMothe, a student at Torrington
High School, said an idea he’d like to
tackle is how to motivate students in
the lower grades to stay in and fin-
ish school.

For years, Torrington High
School has had a high drop-out rate.
The school’s four-year graduation
rate is just under 80 percent, lower
than most schools in Litchfield
County. 

He would like to see more events
that would get parents involved,
both in the classroom and after
school, to help make students more
motivated. 

Binghi believes she could give
good insight to help other schools to
improve school climate. 

At Northwestern, Binghi is a
leader of a new student program
that has 35 sophomores, juniors sen-
iors act as a welcoming committee
of sorts to the new freshmen. The 35
students are assigned one to two
freshmen and help them adjust in
their first year of high school. 

Maloney will help facilitate the
discussion and help edit the stu-
dents’ findings in a final report. The
students will survey students,
teachers and administrators. 

Contact Bruno Matarazzo Jr. at
bmatarazzo@rep-am.com or on
Twitter @RA BrunoJr. 

Students set
to give state
school advice
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An employee of D&D Painting of Burlington ap-
plies some fresh paint on the exterior back
walls of Torrington Plaza recently. The fading
and chipping paint at the South Main Street
shopping plaza has been an eye sore to city of-
ficials. Mayor Ryan J. Bingham commented on
the paint in the spring during a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for a new Franklin Street restaurant
where the rear wall was visible. 

A fresh coat


