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P LY M O U T H

Firefighters battle 2 blazes
within 8 hours of each other

Two fires broke out in town within eight hours
this weekend.

A fire started at 10 Patricia Ave. about 11:30
Friday night, said Chief Mark Sekorski of the Ter-
ryville Volunteer Fire Department. The home
suffered heat and smoke damage, but no one got
hurt, he said. 

At 4:55 a.m., firefighters were called to 47
Dorothy Lane, Terryville. The fire broke out in
bedrooms on the second floor. Sekorski said there
was extensive damage to the second floor, but the
family got out safely. One child was taken to the
hospital for smoke inhalation, he said. 

The cause of both fires remains under investi-
gation, Sekorski said.

T O R R I N G T O N

Death and evil bring life
to an evening downtown

A busy downtown Saturday night created a no-
ticeable buzz. Crowds packed the Warner Theatre
to see a Long Island woman famous for what she
says is her ability to communicate with the dead. 

In the Warner’s Nancy Marine Studio Theatre,
the Warner Stage Company production of “Evil
Dead: The Musical” drew a good crowd for the
story of a group of college students who spend a
weekend in an abandoned cabin in the woods and
unleash demons. 

All that death brought noticeable crowds down-
town Saturday night, and aided two other crowd-
drawing events. 

The Torrington firefighters union was at S&S
Sweet Treats encouraging pedestrians to buy ice
cream as a way to benefit the Bridgeport Burn
Center. Twenty percent of the proceeds would go
to the burn center. The event also kicked off Fire
Prevention Week in the city, said Deputy Fire
Marshal Dave Bascetta.

Across the street, Arts Desire celebrated its an-
niversary with a party atmosphere and invited
different artisans and musicians to show off their
work. 

Co-owner Lisa Stepler said business and sales
have been increasing each month since opening. 

T H O M A S T O N

Official thinks approved grant
will more than cover bridge

A grant to fund reconstruction of the Walnut
Hill Bridge was approved by the Department of
Transportation for up to $750,000.

First Selectman Ed Mone said he does not think
the project will cost that much. 

The bridge over Northfield Brook leads to two
properties. Mone presented the information to the
Board of Selectmen at its Tuesday meeting.

The town will send requests for proposals to en-
gineering companies in the surrounding area. An
ad hoc committee has been formed to review the
proposals before presenting the project to the
town for approval.

L I T C H F I E L D

Driver pried from car after
rolling SUV into guard rail

A Ford Explorer police said was being driven
too fast on Route 254 lost control and rolled into
the metal rope guard wire Friday night, police
said.

Emergency responders from Litchfield and
Northfield fire departments and Litchfield Ambu-
lance pried Loriann Farrell, of 181 Atwood Road,
Thomaston, out of the car. 

She was transported to Waterbury Hospital
with injuries that did not appear to be life-threat-
ening, state police said.
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Red Sox pitcher
Craig Breslow

Heritage Village Country Club
A Private 18-Hole Championship Golf Course in Southbury

NEW MEMBER OFFERNEW MEMBER OFFER – A $ 1 ,000 Deposit
locks in the 2013 membership rates for 2014

and allows you to enjoy full privileges
for the balance of 2013.

(No Initiation Fee/No Assessments/No Minimums)

 Pleasee Call:   203.264.82911 ext.. 201  or   ext.. 245 ,, orr call   203.264.8081  Visitt ourr website:   heritagevillagecc.org Pleasee Call:   203.264.82911 ext.. 201  or   ext.. 245 ,, orr call   203.264.8081  Visitt ourr website:   heritagevillagecc.orgPlease Call:  203.264.82911 ext.. 201 or  ext.. 245, or call  203.264.8081 Visit our website:  heritagevillagecc.org

 Tryy thee Course! Tryy thee Course!  Comee playy ass a
 guestt off HVCC

(RESTRICTIONS APPLY)

BY ALEC  JOHNSON AND BRUNO
MATARAZZO JR.
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TORRINGTON — After four
years of Main Street Market-
place on summer Thursday
evenings downtown, the Eco-
nomic Development Commis-
sion is evaluating the street
festival’s future.

The summer-long festival
has been a success in achieving
its initial intention: to draw
people into downtown. The
event averages about 2,000 vis-
itors a week, and has drawn as

many as 3,000. However, those
same crowds, which close
Main Street from 3 until 9:30
p.m., have drawn criticism
from some downtown mer-
chants who say it does them
more harm than good.

Rose Ponte, the city’s eco-
nomic development director,
said Ida’s Bridal Shop, Plat-
inum Salon, and the DNA Uni-
form Shop haven’t benefited
from the crowds or the closed
street. “They feel it hurts their
business, they feel it is no

New look at Marketplace 
Main Street event’s future
debated by commission

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN ARCHIVE

Bogey’s Restaurant at the Yankee Pedlar is one business
that has benefitted from Main Street Marketplace, but
other merchants said the closed street and the crowds
are hurting their business.
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HARWINTON — Advice to wood-
choppers: Grab the oil, ax and an 8x8
inch piece of pine. Throw with all your
might, because every millisecond
counts.

The Harwinton Fair kicked off Satur-

day, including its first round of wood
chopping contests. More than 60 com-
petitors split wood in eight categories,
despite the hazy sky and unnatural hu-
midity for an October day.

Mark Goule, 54, of West Hampton,
Mass., said the secret to chopping an 8x8
board in less than one minute — which
he did on more than one occasion Satur-

day — was in the technique.
“But the technique is pretty stan-

dard,” he said. “Part of it is hoping you
have a good piece of wood.”

Goule said a good piece of wood is
called a pumpkin, which means the
wood is wet, soft and easy to get through.

LUCK PART OF FAIR DAY

Harwinton choppers hope wood’s good 
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Darcy Rose, a senior member of UConn’s Timber Team, chopped an 8x8 white pine block in a personal best time of 1
minute 8 seconds on Saturday at the Harwinton Fair. Rose was one of 60 competitors in the wood chopping competition. 

BY MATTHEW O’ROURKE
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SOUTHBURY — Randall
Lockwood fields a familiar
call too many times a year.

An animal control officer
sees all the signs — the bark-
ing, the neighbors’ com-
plaints and, sometimes, the

smell. Often, the person keep-
ing the animals lives with sib-
lings or parents; other times,
they operate an animal res-
cue service. 

They’re just in it to help,
but they are the ones who
need help: They’re animal
hoarders. 

“This is not just an animal

control or mental health is-
sue, but really it’s all of
those,” said Lockwood, senior
vice president for forensic
sciences and anti-cruelty
projects at the American So-
ciety for Prevention of Cruel-
ty to Animals. “We can take
the animals away from them,
but that does not stop their

‘need’ to collect. What’s need-
ed is a community-wide ap-
proach.”

Animal hoarding has pre-
sented a complex series of
challenges not only for ani-
mal control officers, but so-
cial service professionals and

Multiple issues collide in world of animal hoarding

See HOARDING, Page 5B

See FAIR, Page 5B

See MARKETPLACE, Page 5B
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A fire broke out at 4:55 a.m. Saturday at 47
Dorothy Lane, Terryville.


