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From left, Phillip and Greg Weingart helped Dillon Neumann with his Eagle Scout project Saturday. Neumann and the vol-
unteers cleaned gravestones in West Cemetery on Cemetery Road. 

Scout leads volunteers cleaning headstones at Harwinton cemetery
BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

HARWINTON — Dillon
Neumann, a senior at Lewis
S. Mills High School, is hop-
ing to earn his Eagle Scout
rank from Boy Scout Troop
55. 

Neumann restored the
gravestones at West Ceme-
tery on Cemetery Road with
a group of volunteers Satur-
day.

“Most of Harwinton’s his-
tory could be explained
through here,” he said. “If we
didn’t clean the stones, that
could have been lost forev-
er.”

He said some of the graves

date back to the Revolution-
ary and Civil wars.

“As of right now, many of
these stones are completely
illegible,” he said in an earli-
er email. “Many will be
erased if we sat idly by.”

The stones were covered in
moss and lichen, a fungus
that grows in small blue-
green patches. To clean
them, the team scraped off
the moss first. Then, a large
power washer sprayed each
gravestone with water.

Neumann used a chemical
spray called D2 to loosen the
lichen. Volunteers scrubbed
each stone with brushes to
bring back the original look.

“Once this project is com-

plete, most, if not all of the
older stones will be readable
and protected for a few years
to come,” he wrote.

Neumann said the stones
would be dry within 24
hours.

“This project has taught
me a lot,” he said. “Especial-
ly about being a leader.” 

He worked with members
of the Harwinton Historical
Society to execute the proj-
ect.

He said a family thanked
him for his efforts while
passing by. 

Harwinton Boy Scout
Troop 55 has about 20 active
members, Neumann said. 

Another senior, Jacob

Magnoli, will complete his
Eagle Scout project today at
the T.A. Hungerford Memor-
ial Museum on Burlington
Road.

The basement has water
damage, he said. 

Magnoli and a group of vol-
unteers will pull out plants
surrounding the building and
lay down a plastic sheet to
deter water in the future.
They are covering the sheet
with native stones and small-
er plants, he said.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_Alexa Gorman
or on Facebook at RA Har-
winton.

Eagle project restores historic graves

GOP candidate
goes door-to-door

MORRIS — By the time the
election rolls around in No-
vember, Ronald Burch might
have to pay a visit to the shoe
store to replace the shoes he’s
putting a lot of miles on cam-
paigning for first selectman.

Burch, a Republican, has
been knocking on doors and
meeting residents while ac-
companied by his running
mate for selectman, incum-
bent Philip Birkett. So far, the
candidates have visited 536
homes and plan to hit 300
more before the election.

The purpose, Burch said
during a GOP candidate meet
and greet at his home on Sat-
urday, is to introduce himself
to residents and hear what
they have to say about town
issues.

“It’s going well and I’ve
met a lot of people for the
first time,” said Burch, mak-
ing his first bid for elected of-
fice. “We expect to see every
everyone in town by the elec-
tion.” Burch is new to cam-
paigning, but Birkett is not.
He’s been first selectman or a
selectman for much of the
past 28 years and his cam-
paign trademark has been
hitting the streets to visit con-
stituents.

“The old-fashioned way of
getting out to meet people is
the one I’ve always found
works the best,” Birkett said.
“It’s a good way to hear their

ideas and understand their
concerns so that when you get
elected you have a better idea
of what the citizens are think-
ing about.”

Burch is challenging in-
cumbent First Selectman
Barbara Bongiolatti, a Demo-
crat. He said he is “cautiously
optimistic” about his chances
of unseating Bongiolatti.

“Barbara is popular, she’s
been in town a long time and
has done a lot,” Burch said.
“But we’re doing the best we
can to get out message out
and let the people know we

want to hear from them and
involve them.” 

If elected, Burch said he
would work to keep Town
Hall open from noon to 1 p.m.
Monday through Friday (it
closes for lunch) and on Fri-
day afternoons from noon to 4
p.m. He said he would also

push to open Town Hall on
Saturday mornings.

— John McKenna

First selectman
rivals to debate

CORNWALL — A debate
between incumbent First Se-
lectman Gordon M. Ridgway,
a Democrat, and his Republi-
can challenger Selectman
Kenneth C. Baird will be held
Oct. 20 at 3 p.m. at Cornwall
Consolidated School.

Chamber to host
mayor candidates

TORRINGTON — The
Northwest Connecticut Cham-
ber of Commerce will host a

Torrington mayoral candi-
dates forum from noon to 1:30
p.m. Thursday at the chamber
offices on Kennedy Drive.

The brown bag lunch will
feature Republican Elinor C.
Carbone, Democrat George
Craig, a petitioning candi-
date, Giulio Romano, who is
registered as an Indepen-
dent, and Jacque Williams,
co-chairman of the city’s
Arts & Culture Commission
who is running a write-in
campaign. For information,
call the chamber at 860-482-
6586.

Torrington voters will
have the opportunity Oct. 24
to see Carbone and Craig in a
moderated, timed debate
sponsored the Republican-
American at the Warner’s

Nancy Marine Studio The-
atre. The public is welcome
to offer suggested questions
and issues for that Oct. 24
debate at
specialevents@rep-am.com.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for a
candidate meet and greet in
the theater lobby, and the de-
bate starts at 7 p.m.

Schools candidate
plans 2 forums

SALISBURY — Marshall
Miles, independent candidate
running for the Region 1
Board of Education, will hold
two informational forums on
Friday, Oct. 18, and Friday,
Oct. 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the
lower parish hall of St. John’s
Episcopal Church.
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KENT — The Planning
and Zoning Commission has
chosen a consultant to assist
it with the rewriting of its
zoning regulations.

Planimetrics of Avon was
selected Thursday as the
top firm out of the three in-
terviewed in recent weeks.
The other two were AKRF
and Turner Miller Group
New England.

Chairman John Johnson
was authorized to negotiate
a contract with Glenn
Chalder, president of Plani-
metrics.

Johnson said after the
meeting the goal is to have
the revisions completed
within 12 months but the
commission is not going to
hold the firm to a specific
deadline.

Commission member
Adam Manes said he was
impressed with Chalder’s
presentation. He believes
the firm will keep the proj-
ect moving and meet with
the commission each month
dedicated just to the regula-
tions.

“Glenn wants to keep this
thing going,” Manes said.
“He basically told us he’d be
miffed if we didn’t read
through everything. He said
he would call us out sepa-
rately and tell us we were
wasting his time.” 

Commissioner Alice
Hicks said she was con-
cerned after meeting with
the first two firms but the fi-
nal one made up her mind.

“After Glenn, it was a

slam dunk. He clearly is the
choice,” Hicks said.

Land Use Administrator
Donna Hayes shared that
she’d heard good firsthand
accounts from other land
use officials who’ve worked
with Planimetrics.

The commission has
done a preliminary review
of its regulations with Jen-
nifer Calhoun, the town’s
former land use adminis-
trator and she highlighted
the areas of concern that
need to be addressed in the
revision. There has not
been a major overhaul of
the regulations for at least
two decades.

Commission members
repeatedly remark at meet-
ings about the piecemeal
approach that the commis-
sion has taken to the regu-
lations. The commission
adopted its new Plan of
Conservation and Develop-
ment in January and then
began focusing on the regu-
lations as an area for im-
provement. 

The new plan has a num-
ber of recommendations
that would require changes
to the regulations.

Contact Lynn Mellis Wor-
thington at
lynnmellw@gmail.com or
on Twitter @lynnmell

Consultant hired
to help in revising 
zoning regulations
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Saturday, October 19th 10 am to 12 pmSaturday, October 19th 10 am to 12 pm
465 Straits Turnpike, Watertown

FLU FLU 
SHOT SHOT 
CLINICCLINIC
To Be Hosted By...

Vaccines will be provided to persons 18 years of age or older who meet 
eligibility requirements. A Photo ID will be required to receive a vaccine.

Accepted Insurance Plans:

• Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield   • Medicare Part B   • Medicaid
• WellCare Medicare    • Aetna    • ConnectiCare   • Harvard Pilgrim Health

� Proof of insurance required at time of vaccine.

� Co-pays will be billed to the subscriber. All other insurances require 
prepayment of $25 Cash, Check, MasterCard & Visa

For more information or to register for the clinic please contact:

(860) 945-6600  Reed Kloc at (860) 945-6600  www.dgplaw.com
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Shake It Up Comedy Club
FRIDAYS at the Coco Key

 OCTT 188    9 PM  OCTT 255    9 PM  NOVV 11    9 PMOCT 18   9 PM OCT 25   9 PM NOV 1   9 PM
KEVIN RODNEY JACKIE

MEANEY LANEY “THE JOKE MAN”
 SNL  HBO Leno  comedy.tv Letterman  Comedy CentralUncle Buck Just for Laughs

“Real Comedy – Fake Bricks”
For tickets or more information go to

 http://shakeitupcomedy.com  or call  203-805-8008
3580 East Main Street • Waterbury

MARTLINGHoward Stern Show Sirius XM Howard 101
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Ronald Burch, the Republican candidate for first selectman
in Morris, speaks with residents during a Republican candi-
date meet-and-greet session at his home Saturday. 

ALLAN BARBER
OF FADES

2538 East Main St, Waterbury 
(Next to Waterbury Glass)

CELL 203-592-3227 

SHOP  203-527-6317

OPEN SUN 10-6
MON - SAT 9-8

BARBER WANTED

SENIORS
 $10

EVERY
DAY!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Great Prices • Great Service
203-802-7539

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED  LIC #PLM.0276324-J1

 I t’ss timee too discoverIt’s time to discover
Water TreatmentDAVE’S and Pumps!

� You will be provided solutions to resolve your 
problems –  GUARANTEED!

� No need for you to scrub those terrible stains,        
fix leaking pipes or live with bad taste, terrible 
odor or low water pressure.

� It’s time to enjoy clean, safe, quality water             
for you and your family.

 Water Tanks • Water Pumps
Water Conditioners & Filters

FREE Mineral Analysis

Water
Problems?
NO Problem!
Call Dave!

Well WaterSystem Check-Up$5 999
EXPIRES 10/31/2013WITH THIS AD

P&Z Commission hopes to have
project completed in 12 months

‘GLENN WANTS TO
KEEP THIS THING
GOING.’

ADAM MANES
COMMISSION MEMBER 


