
selectmen about the possi-
bility of charging taxpayers
a 3-mill supplemental tax.
The meeting is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Wednesday at
Town Hall.

Mayor Lisa R. Smith,
elected last week, said she
still has questions for
Manuele and Town Attorney
Kevin F. Nelligan so the
board may not take action
that night. She said her
questions pertain to the
amount of cash on hand, pro-
jected cash flows, expendi-
tures and revenues, and the
status of the water and sew-
er budget, which owes the
town $3.2 million.

Smith said the town needs
at least a 3-mill supplemen-
tal tax but Nelligan’s and
Manuele’s responses may
reveal whether the tax needs
to be higher or whether a
cash shortfall will have to be
built into the next budget.
The newly elected select-
men met for the first time
Thursday and immediately
went into a closed session
with Manuele, Martin and
Nelligan that lasted for two
hours. The board received
an update on the town’s fi-
nancial crisis and the pend-
ing criminal and civil cases
against the town’s former
longtime finance director,
Henry L. Centrella Jr.

Centrella is facing
charges of stealing at least
$2 million from the town and
possibly as much as $7 mil-
lion. His case is pending in
Bantam Superior Court. The
town has also sued Centrella
to block his assets from be-
ing sold to pay off other
creditors.

The fallout of those allega-
tions include the town hav-
ing no cash reserves, no

credit rating and a projected
cash shortfall at the end of
the fiscal year in June of
nearly $1.5 million.

Smith and her four Re-
publican running mates for
selectmen campaigned that
the town needs both the loan
and the supplemental tax —
the only party to support
that. Smith said her position
has not changed.

“Whether we take action
or not depends on whether
the town attorney and Robin
are prepared to answer the
questions I have submitted,”
she said. “I want all the facts
in front of me so we don’t
have to do this again. I’d love
to be able to take care of this
in a one-time shot and we’re
not going to be able to do
that until we have every sin-
gle question answered.

“We are not wavering, we
are just taking it very, very
seriously because we’re all
going to be impacted by this
huge decision,” she contin-
ued. “We want to be 100 con-
fident that the financial in-
formation that we’re getting
is going to support this deci-
sion.”

Smith said she also wants
written confirmation from
Nelligan that the selectmen
are authorized to approve
supplemental taxes without
taxpayer approval.

“I want to make sure the
town is protected as well as
the taxpayer,” she said.

At least one taxpayer is
against paying more in tax-
es. Peter T. DiMauro of Flo-
rence Street and his wife,

Diana, already pay $2,870 in
real estate taxes on their
modest split-level three-
bedroom house. A 3-mill
supplemental tax would
mean they would have to pay
another $276.

“I don’t support either
one,” he said of both the sup-
plemental tax and the grant
anticipation note.

If a 3-mill supplemental
tax is approved, here is how
much each of the seven
members of the Board of Se-
lectmen, and their families,
would pay on their respec-
tive homes as a result:
Robert W. Vogt, $244; Can-
dace Bouchard, $756; Daniel
R. Langer, $265; Jorge E Pi-
mentel, $0; Smith, $590; A.
Candy Perez, $501; George
N. Closson, $410.

Perez said she will likely
vote against the supplemen-
tal tax, if she is able to attend
Wednesday’s meeting. She
said the board should “ex-
haust all other options first”
and if voters approve the
grant anticipation note, see
how far that gets the town. 

Merchant’s team ran with
unified goals: to bring busi-
ness back into town and con-
tinue to improve the town
without raising taxes.

Merchant said project pro-
posals in the future will be
more specific, citing the no-
tion that a $9.8 million bond
package passed recently left
too much up to the discretion
of the contractor. 

The Republican team’s
platform included two major
projects: devising a plan for a
senior center and simplifying
the process businesses go
through to move into town.
He said the process is slowed
by multiple committees that
need to grant approvals. He
would like to try to get the
committees to host joint
meetings to speed up this
process.

Merchant said he plans to
look at each department and
determine ways for them to
become more efficient. He
also plans on finding uses for
the abandoned Prospect Street
and Main Street schools.

As for the next couple
weeks, Merchant said he’s
going to ease into the job. 

“I think the Town Hall is
full of as much anticipation as

I am,” Merchant said. “I’m
not going to turn the place up-
side down the second I get
there. There will be a depart-
ment head meeting within the
first few days. I want to get a
feel for the place before I
start making changes.”

The mayor’s job is a paid

position. According to town
budget documents, the salary
this year is $61,225.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA Ply-
mouth.

“A number of people
thought it was disrespect-
ful,” he said. “So I had to ex-
plain.”

He started the project six
months ago. To earn his Ea-
gle Scout rank, he had to
collect at least 125 flags, ac-
cording to Scout guidelines. 

“I never thought it would
get this far,” he said. 

He went door to door and
put up fliers and donation
boxes around the town. Be-
fore he knew it, he far sur-
passed his goal. 

Guinazzo is the only

member of Boy Scout Troop
21 earning his Eagle Scout
this year. There are 11 ac-
tive members of the troop.

Guinazzo said his grand-
father served in the
Marines, and he has a
strong appreciation for ser-
vicemen and women. It is a
path he is taking himself.
Guinazzo enlisted in the
Navy in September and will
report to boot camp in Au-
gust 2014.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGor-
man or on Facebook at RA
Plymouth.
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Some of  our participating Restaurants...

Find the                      Place  to get Great Food... Per fec t Per fec t

E nter our weekly drawing for restaurant gift certificates ! 
 LOGG ON  LOGG ONN 
LOG ON 

 && WIN! && WIN!
& WIN!

 rookside    I nn

Serving Waterbury For Over 40 Years

 TOWN PLOT TOWN PLOT TOWN PLOT TOWN PLOT
supermarket

Store Hours:
MON-FRI: 8am-8pm, SAT: 8am-7pm, SUN: 8am-5pm

While Supply Lasts Only • Sorry, No Rainchecks
Monday thru  Thursday, Nov 14

 4  DAY SALE
MON • TUES • WED • THUR

286 Fairfield Avenue
Waterbury • 203-754-7817
www.townplotiga.com

*Not responsible for typographical errors. 
In fairness to our customers, we reserve the 
right to limit quantities. No sales to dealers.

 Slicedd Freshh   Too OrderSliced Fresh  To Order
 •   Landd OO Lakes• Land O Lakes    AA mericann Cheese .. .. .. . $ 3 99A merican Cheese. . . .$399

 •• Provolonee Cheese .. .. .. . $ 3 99• Provolone Cheese. . . .$399

 •• Importedd Ham .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . $ 3 99• Imported Ham. . . . . . . . .$399

 •• Genoaa Salami .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . $ 3 99• Genoa Salami. . . . . . . . . . .$399

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

 “Everydayy Loww Price” “Everydayy Loww Price”“Everyday Low Price”

Lb

USDA Inspected Grade”A”, Avg Wt Bag

5 LB BAG 
CHICKEN WINGS

Lb
 $ 1 69$169

 USDA  Inspected Grade”A”, 
Skinless, Avg Wt Bag

5 LB BAG BNLS
CHICKEN BREASTS

Lb

 $ 1 69$169

 “Jumbo Pack”  USDA Select Beef 
 (More Lean)  ExtraTrim

BONELESS NY 
STRIP STEAKS

LbLb

“Cut It Yourself & Save More” 
Premium Extra Trim For Filet Mignon, 

4-5 Lbs Avg Wt

BEEF TENDERLOIN
 $ 5 99$599Reg Price

$9.99 Lb
Cut To Order $6.99 Lb.

Reg Price
$4.99 Lb

 $ 7 99$799

Lb

 “Jumbo Pack”  USDA Inspected Loin,
 Meaty Bone-In

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS

 $ 1 69$169Reg Price
$3.49 Lb

Lb

 “Jumbo Pack”  USDA Inspected Loin,
Bone-In

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

 $ 1 99$199

US #1,  All Purpose

5 LB BAG ONIONS
 $ 1 99$199

 100% Pure & Extra Virgin, 50.75 Oz

FILIPPO BERGIO
OLIVE OIL

 $ 9 99$999

Reg Price
$4.59

 Half Gallon Carton

GUIDA’S FRESH
EGGNOG

 $ 2 99$299

Reg Price
$2.99

Reg Price
$4.99 Lb

Reg Price
$9.99 Lb

Reg Price
$2.99 Lb

Reg Price
$12.99-$14.99

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2013REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN L4B

FLAG: Scout chooses
unusual Eagle project
Continued from 1B

MAYOR: No fast changes planned
Continued from 1B

those towns, Norwalk and
Stamford, are home to over
212,000 Connecticut resi-
dents. We watched as history
unfolded in Derby, New
Haven and Norwich as they
elected their first female
mayors, who, you guessed it,
just happen to be Democ-
rats.” 

He didn’t mention Repub-
lican wins in Torrington, Ply-
mouth, Winsted, New Hart-
ford and Litchfield where
Republicans swept slates.
“Democrats now control 14
of the 20 most populous
towns in Connecticut,” he
wrote. “Everyone should take
a moment and be damn
proud of the accomplish-
ments that we’ve made — but
there’s still more work left to
do.”

He ended with asking for a
$5 donation for the party.

“You don’t want to miss
your chance to be part of this,
especially at such a critical
time,” he wrote. 

T H O M A S T O N

Pledging to empty
corner of room
simply won’t do

Thomaston First Select-
man Edmond V. Mone
showed his true patriotic na-
ture at the Board of Select-
men meeting Wednesday. 

Before the meeting began,
Mone noticed the flag that
normally sits in the corner of
the conference room was
missing.

“Well, we’ll just have to
salute the corner during the
pledge,” he said. 

But after a few moments,
he retracted the statement.

He asked around the room
and found out the flag was

still downstairs, where it was
used on Election Day. Mone
went downstairs and re-
turned unsuccessful. 

The door was locked, but
the journey for the flag was
not over.

“We got one in the other
room, right, Deb?” he asked
his secretary, Deborah Bour-
nival. “Nevermind, I got it!”
Mone walked back into the
conference room with a small
flag whose pole was covered
in dirt. He pulled it out of one
of the plants, wiped off the
bottom and propped it on a
chair in the corner where the
large flag normally sits.

At 7 p.m., he started the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Contributing this week:
Bruno Matarazzo Jr. in Tor-
ringtonContributing this
week: Alec Johnson in Tor-
rington; Kurt Moffett in
Thomaston.

BRASS: We won; please send $5
Continued from 1B

IF YOU GO
TToowwnn  mmeeeettiinngg on “grant anticipation” loan, 7 p.m. Tuesday
at Gilbert School auditorium.
RReeffeerreenndduumm on approving the loan, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day at Pearson School.

LOAN: Town seeks to borrow $2 million
Continued from 1B

Please Support the Campership Fund

BY LAURESHA XHIHANI
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

BETHLEHEM — Giving
away development rights to
their 155-acre farm has al-
lowed Tom and Ben March
and their family to transform
their biggest family asset into
a thoroughly modern opera-
tion.

Tomato plants grow out of
bricks made of crushed co-
conut. As the Dutch variety
plants grow to as long as 15 to
20 feet, hooks are installed to
hold heavy fruit clusters. In-
vestments in a new Solar Ice
Greenhouse film help keep
the 12 greenhouses on the
farm about 8 to 10 degrees
warmer in March when
they’re all full of tomatoes.
New heating units and oil
tanks and better temperature
and humidity control allow
them to grow more fruit by
spending less energy. Wood
fired boilers have cut heating
oil consumption at the farm
by about two thirds.

“Wow” was heard repeat-
edly from an audience of
about 25 lunching at the
Painted Pony in the center of
town. The March father and
son duo were not lecturing to
a farming crowd about the
modernization of their farm
but rather the 45th annual
Old Bethlem Historical Soci-
ety. The annual meeting fo-
cused on agricultural preser-
vation and farming. Ben
March passed around a black
bag of coconut fiber material
and a piece of Solar Ice film.

The fourth-generation
farm was started by Tom
Marchukaitis, Tom March’s
grandfather who migrated to

the United States from
Lithuania in 1912.
Marchukaitis migrated to
Waterbury in the town’s
Brooklyn section, and just
three years later bought 114
acres of land in Bethlehem
for $2,500. His descendants
have added to the family
farm Marchukaitis started in
1915.

In 1987, the family got rid
of cows, Tom March said. It
has instead focused on hot-
house tomatoes, fruit and ap-
ples, a farm store and bakery.
During the recent Apple Fes-
tival, more than 4,000 people
visited the farm in just one
day, said Ben March.

As the newly elected Old
Bethlem Historical Society
president Carol Ann Brown
put it, the farm has turned
Bethlehem into “a destination
town.” “If you see traffic in
our town, they’re heading to
March Farm,” Brown said.

The farm is the subject of a
new book titled “March Farm
Season By Season on a Con-
necticut Family Farm” by

Nancy McMillan, with photo-
graphs by Stuart Robinowitz
and Jack Huber. McMillan,
who lives near the farm,
spent a year documenting life
there. Her book, which is
available at the farm and sev-
eral other places in surround-
ing towns, includes Susan
March’s blueberry Tea Cake
recipe. McMillan was part of
Sunday’s lecture as well.

March Farm is just one of
several farms started by
Lithuanian immigrants.
Those participating could en-
joy a map of other such farms
in town. In addition, society
members got to see a book
donated by William Baker
whose family owned a sum-
mer place and whose father
kept a diary of different hap-
penings in town. The book in-
cluded a picture of a 5-foot-
long snapping turtle hanging
from a tree. The turtle was
pulled out of Long Meadow
Lake. Brown had heard the
story but thought it was just a
myth until she saw the pic-
ture.

CROPS, GENERATIONS CHANGE
BUT LOVE OF LAND REMAINS

Author Nancy
McMillan of Beth-
lehem, left, and
Tom March of
March Farms, look
over an old March
family photo from
1912 during the
annual meeting of
The Old Bethlem
Historical Society
Sunday at the
Painted Pony
Restaurant in
Bethlehem. 

JIM SHANNON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN


