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Votes for selectmen
to be recounted Wednesday

A recount of the votes received by first select-
man candidate William P. Lane and selectman
candidate Stephen Romano will be held Wednes-
day at the registrars of voters office in Town Hall.

The recount is required by state law because
there was a less than 20-vote difference between
Lane’s vote total and Romano’s. Romano, a Re-
publican, earned 475 votes, while Lane, a Democ-
rat, received 468 votes, losing to Robert P. Valen-
tine, a Republican, in the race for first selectman.

If Lane is found to have received more votes
than Romano, he would  capture a selectman’s
seat. Dexter Kinsella, Lane’s running mate, re-
ceived 549 votes to secure the other selectman’s
seat.

T O R R I N G T O N

School system, bus company
recognized for fuel switch 

All-Star Transportation and Torrington public
schools this week were honored for being among
the first in the state to convert a school bus fleet
from diesel to propane. 

State Rep. Jay M. Case, R-Winsted, recognized
them with a citation from the General Assembly.

John Dufour, co-owner of the Waterbury-based
All-Star Transportation, also won recognition
from Green Fleet, a trade magazine on the trans-
portation industry that is using green and envi-
ronmentally-friendly technology.

The 51 buses serving Torrington public schools
are running on more environmentally friendly
propane gas. In addition to reducing emissions,
the use of propane is cutting fuel costs, which are
paid directly by the school district. The district
also gets a 50 cent per gallon tax reimbursement
for switching to an alternative fuel, as well as a
fuel tax exemption of 18 cents per gallon. The dis-
trict expects to save $212,000 in fuel costs annual-
ly. Torrington’s current contract with All-Star
Transportation costs $2.4 million.

S A L I S B U R Y

Resident urges selectmen
to create dog park

Resident Wendy Hamilton asked the Board of
Selectmen to consider the establishment of a dog
park in  town. 

At Thursday’s meeting of the board, she spoke
about what an asset it would be for the communi-
ty, providing a safe place for animals to run, play
and socialize. The closest one she knows of is in
Egremont, Mass., where she travels  several
times a week. “I think it’s a need and it’s an inex-
pensive thing to do.” 

She said all that is needed is a chain-link fence,
a garbage can and mowed grass. Wondering
about town land, she suggested maybe the new
transfer station site, adding at most an acre would
be needed. Her last choice will be private land,
she said.

During the discussion, Claude Rolo said hu-
mans need a community center as well, a place to
gather for recreation and socializing. He also
mentioned a skate park would be good for young
people. 

“I think the town can do both,” said Selectman
Mark Lauretano. 

First Selectman Curtis G. Rand asked that
those interested in having the selectmen pursue a
dog park contact him. 

L I T C H F I E L D  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T

Woman sentenced to year
for DUI, pushing toddler

A 30-year-old former Torrington woman was
sentenced to one year in prison Friday when she
appeared before Judge Richard M. Marano in
Bantam Superior Court.

Sarah Vogt, of George Street, admitted  to two
counts of operating under the influence and one
count of risk of injury. 

Prosecutors and police claim Vogt pushed a 5-
year-old child to the floor during an incident at
the residence Vogt shared with the child’s moth-
er.
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BY BRUNO MATARAZZO JR.
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

TORRINGTON — The
city’s wintertime homeless
shelter is in desperate need of
volunteers, its organizers say.

Operation Overflow, a 15-
week homeless shelter that
rotates at four local churches
throughout the winter, needs

volunteers to stay with the
homeless during the night.
The shelter offers an alcohol-
and drug-free place to sleep
during cold nights.

“We’re crying for volun-
teers,” said Lisa Hageman,
one of the program’s coordi-
nators.

The program is going
through changes this season

after some of the coordina-
tors and former director had
to leave. Some cited demands
from their jobs; some needed
to get a second job and no
longer had the time to volun-
teer.

Hageman said a new pro-
gram director will be named
next week. 

The shelter typically opens

after Thanksgiving but Hage-
man hopes to open a week
earlier because the holiday
comes so late in the month
this year. 

The homeless shelter at
FISH on South Main Street
has only 35 beds and is at or
near capacity most days. 

Operation Overflow rotates
between these churches:
Trinity Episcopal Church,
Calvary Baptist Church, Cen-

City shelter needs help
Volunteers sought for winter site

JOHN MCKENNA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Veteran Dennis Brown of Bantam leaves the auditorium at Litchfield Intermediate School following the school’s Veterans
Day tribute on Friday. Brown was one of about 20 veterans participating in the program. Litchfield County Veterans Day
stories and a schedule of events are on Page 3B.

Learning about veterans

BY BRUNO MATARAZZO JR.
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TORRINGTON — What
started as a collaboration be-
tween two agencies is expect-
ed to expand to the dozens of
social service agencies in the
region. 

Close to 30 nonprofit agen-
cies and organizations from
across Litchfield County met
Friday to share their organi-
zations’ missions, who they
serve and what services they
provide. 

“We’re here because we
wanted to share and provide
information for all the fami-
lies we work for,” said Wendy
Kwalwasser of the state De-
partment of Children and
Families. 

This was the second year of
the event, which is dubbed
the Provider’s Fair. 

Last year, more than 50
people crammed into a   con-
ference room at the DCF Tor-
rington office on Commercial

Services
brief one
another
Agencies tell
what they offer

ALEC JOHNSON  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Four elderly women were taken to Charlotte Hungerford Hospital following a collision
at the intersection of East Main and Wall streets in Torrington Friday afternoon. The
Ford Crown Victoria carrying the four women was struck on the passenger side by a
Jeep Wrangler. Police said no further details were available.

Collision sends 4 to hospital

See PROVIDERS, Page 4B

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

PLYMOUTH — Vincent
Festa Jr., who served as first
selectman for the past six
years, packed up Friday af-
ter his loss in Tuesday’s
election.

It was the first time in

years that he’s seen some of
the knickknacks scattered
among the bookshelves.
“There’s not much you
could do with the furniture
in the room,” he said, “but
it’s the trinkets that you col-
lect over the years that real-
ly make it yours.”

Festa glanced around the

room and smiled. “If I end
up writing a memoir, I’ll use
all the complaint letters I’ve
held onto,” he said, with a
laugh.

“It has been a great expe-
rience giving back to the
community because this

Festa ends ‘a wonderful six years’

See FESTA, Page 4B

CONTRIBUTED

State Rep. Jay M. Case, R-Winsted, presents a
citation to John Dufour, co-owner of All-Star
Transportation, and Danielle Batchelder, busi-
ness manager for the Torrington Public Schools,
after the district converted all of the buses to
natural gas. 

Torrington High's
Shane Bierfeldt

See SHELTER, Page 4B


