
BY BRUNO MATARAZZO JR.
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

TORRINGTON — One of
the two political newcomers
who ran for the Board of Ed-
ucation won a seat on Tues-
day, joining four incum-
bents. 

Paul Raider was nervous
as the vote totals began to
come in at the Democratic
headquarters and tallied on
the board. 

“I was trying to decide
how I would feel if I would
have lost. I’m an unknown
quantity,” Raider said. 

Raider didn’t lose. He
joins Republican incum-
bents Kenneth P. Traub,
Christopher Rovero, and
Karl Brady and Democratic
incumbent Ellen G. Hoehne. 

According to unofficial
tallies, Traub received the
most votes with 3,935 fol-
lowed by Rovero (3,626),
Brady (3,124), Hoehne
(2,772), Raider (2,138) and
Jeremy Hinman, who re-
ceived 2,057. 

Hinman said he was dis-
appointed with the results
but also excited with what
the future holds. 

“It’s not the last thing I’ll
run for; I knew going in
would be difficult being an
unknown so, the very mini-
mum, I got my name out,”
Hinman said. 

There’s a chance Hinman
could be appointed to the
board following the vacancy

of longtime board member
Paul E. Cavagnero, who won
a seat on the City Council on
Tuesday. 

A replacement would have
to be picked by the party.
Democratic Town Commit-
tee Chairman Glenn McLeod
said a replacement for Cav-
agnero hasn’t been dis-

cussed. 
Brady has served on the

board for more than a year
when he was appointed to fill
the seat left vacant by David
L. Oliver. He now won his
first race. 

“Like any candidate on
election day, I’m kind of
nervous but talking to people

at the polls, the support was
good,” Brady said. 

Traub said he wasn’t sure
going into the race whether
he would be reelected fol-
lowing more than six months
of “negative publicity” fol-
lowing the arrest of four
football players last winter
on statutory rape charges. 
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TORRINGTON — Voters
cast ballots for familiar
names Tuesday leading to a
strong victory for city Re-
publicans in the race for City
Council. 

Incumbents Gregg G.
Cogswell and Drake L. Wal-
dron will be joined by veter-
an city politician Anne L.
Ruwet and political new-
comer Christopher Ander-
son on their side of the aisle.
Democratic incumbent Paul
F. Samele Jr. held his seat
and Democrat Paul E. Cav-
agnero will join the six-
member council after a
decade on the school board. 

Former Mayor Ryan J.
Bingham said the strong Re-
publican win leading to a 4-2
majority was fueled by a
strong campaign led by may-
or-elect Elinor C. Carbone. 

“It starts at the top,” he
said. “If you have a great
candidate at the top, people
are going to do what they can
to support her and her team.”

Ruwet, 63, who is Bing-

ham’s mother, is returning
to the board on which she
served one term before a six-
year stint as a state repre-
sentative. She said she is
thrilled she will serve with
Carbone. “Now it is time to
move forward,” she said.
“We have to fulfill our prom-
ises to work together with
both sides.”

Throughout the campaign,
Republicans and Democrats
pledged to work across party
lines if elected.

“Anne Ruwet is the top
vote-getter,” said Wendy A.
Traub, Republican Town
Committee chairman as she
jumped up and down. 

Ruwet, according to unof-
ficial results Tuesday led the

votes with 4,209. She was fol-
lowed by Waldron, 3,925;
Cogswell, 3,242; Samele,
3,100; Anderson, 2,708 and
Cavagnero, 2,474. 

Longtime Board of Public
Safety Member Christopher
H. Cook earned 2,412 votes
and Stephen E. Michna,
1,993. Cook and Michna, 27,
did not win seats.

Cogswell, 28, said the coun-
cil’s immediate priorities will
be to begin working on the city
budget and work through on-
going litigation with Tax Col-
lector Robert T. Crovo. 

Anderson, 31, who is an
accountant and photogra-
pher, said his business train-
ing gives him experience
that will help with budgets.
Anderson on nights and
weekends works at Iconog-
raphy By, a photo studio he
co-owns on Main Street.

Cavagnero, 62, whose win
came after his second at-
tempt for the office said he
was thankful to those who
voted for him. “I can be of
some help on the council,
trying to focus on the many
problems facing our town.”
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Torrington Republican mayoral candidate Elinor C. Car-
bone greets family members, Taylor Rogers, Landry
Rogers and Carissa Carbone outside Torrington Middle
School Tuesday.  

By R. Anthony Wall, Jr.
 ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

AN ATTRACTIVE NUISANCE
The general rule of common law is 

that no homeowner has any duty 

to keep the neighborhood 

beautiful, or to maintain his 

property in any certain way.  If a 

piece of property is kept in a 

dangerous condition, however, 

children may be attracted to it 

and hurt themselves.  If so, the 

owner may be liable for personal 

injury caused by an “attractive 

nuisance”.  A deserted house that 

is not properly boarded up, for 

example, often appeals to children 

as a play area.  If the steps are 

decayed and collapse under the 

children, the owner may be liable.  

An unfenced swimming pool is a 

common hazard that gives rise to 

liability.  Most communities have 

Ordinances that require the 

owner to take measures to correct 

such dangerous conditions.

For guidance concerning motor 

vehicle accident cases, let us 

assist you.  We will review the 

facts of your case, outline your 

options, and aggressively pursue 

the course of action that is in your 

best interest.  There is no legal 

fee at all until there is a recovery 

on your case.  We are located at 8 

Church Street, Old Post Office 

Square, Torrington, and you may 

reach us at 860-496-8383.  

Call for a free consultation.

My commitment is to represent 

you personally.  If you select me 

as your attorney, you will meet 

with me, not someone else on my 

staff, and I will personally 

negotiate your claim to get you 

the highest settlement or 

judgement possible.

Experienced representation 
results in higher settlements.

 You And 
 The Law

The Wisdom to Negotiate
The Ability to Litigate

“My clients will not be shuffled from 
one attorney or paralegal to 

another. They will speak to me from 
the very beginning of  their case to 

the very end of their case.”

Please Visit Our Website at
 www.ranthonywalljr.com

Voted #1 law firm in a recent 
area readers’ poll for the 

13th year in a row.

 CREDIT SAME 
AS CASH PRICE

 TORRINGTON TORRINGTON TORRINGTON
 JOHNSON’SS JOHNSON’S 

 GASS STATION GAS STATION

 860-618-2987860-618-2987

 2944 S.. MAINN ST.. 294 S. MAIN ST. 
 TORRINGTON,, CTTORRINGTON, CT

 FRIENDLY FRIENDLY
 SERVICE SERVICE

 GREATT SERVICE GREAT SERVICE
 CONVENIENCEE STORE CONVENIENCE STORE

 CIGARETTESS && CIGARSS CIGARETTES & CIGARS 
 LOTTO,, COFFEEE  LOTTO, COFFEE 
 SANDWICHES SANDWICHES

PRICES LOWER THAN 
 OUR COMPETITORS

 DON’TT GETT  DON’T GET 
 WETT WHENN  WET WHEN 

 YOU   PUMPP  YOU  PUMP 
 && PAY & PAY
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EAST STREET EATERYEAST STREET
141 East St, Wolcott    203 879-8823

WINNER  B  est   I  t a l i a n   R est aur an tB est  Ita l i a n  Restaur an t

WEDNESDAYS

 L adies’   N ight L adies’  N ight
PRIX FIXE MENU

INC: App, Entrée,
Dessert & Glass 
of Wine or Martini

 $ 19 95 
    pp

$1995
pp

 EVERY  MONDAY � 5-9EVERY
RAW BARRAW BAR on the Patio

 * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * *
LOBSTER FESTLOBSTER FEST

 FRIDAYS FRIDAYS

ELECTION 2013: 

Carbone’s coattails lead GOP to victory
PLYMOUTH MAYOR TORRINGTON 

BY ALEXA GORMAN
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PLYMOUTH — Republi-
can Dave Merchant on Tues-
day unseated three-term in-
cumbent Mayor Vincent Fes-
ta Jr. with a 333-vote margin.

Merchant said he thought
it was a long-shot when he
first decided to run, but was
extremely confident
by Tuesday after-
noon. His campaign
focused on bringing
business to town and
giving Plymouth and
Terryville a “full-
time” mayor.

Merchant said he
was overwhelmed
when he found out he
won. 

“It was all teamwork,” he
said. “We put together and
executed an outstanding
game plan.”

After the results were an-
nounced, Festa went to the
Republican headquarters to
congratulate Merchant, who
was said he was grateful to
receive the gesture from the
incumbent.

Festa could not be reached
for comment after the polls
closed.

Merchant said he wants to
stabilize or decrease taxes
through more specific budg-
ets. 

The tax rate has increased
each year for the last five
years. In 2008, it was 30.1

mills; 2009 was 30.85 mills;
2010 was 31.5 mills. The town
revalued in 2011 and the tax
rate jumped to 34.9 mills. It
came in at 34.45 mills in 2012.

Merchant said he wants to
make changes in town “with-
out hurting any existing pro-
grams.” 

“I want to look at every
part of every department to

make it more effi-
cient, or consolidate
to trim expenses,”
Merchant said in an
earlier interview.

As mayor, Mer-
chant wants to look
at the fire and police
departments and the
two abandoned
buildings that were
Prospect Street and

Main Street schools. 
He also said he will meet

with the boards and commis-
sions to increase communica-
tion and, when appropriate,
collaboration among the
groups. 

Merchant lobbied during
his campaign for more spe-
cific plans for proposed proj-
ects.

The most recent $9.8 mil-
lion bond package approved
by the town in a referendum
was used mostly for road im-
provement.

Republican-American re-
ported in August that the
projects funded by the pack-
age were on time and under
budget.

Long-shot challenger
beats 3-term mayor
Merchant wins by 333 votes

Merchant
CONTRIBUTED 

Newcomer’s victory adds Democrat to board


