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PLYMOUTH — The
Town Council is solely in
the hands of Republicans.

Unofficial results
showed voters on Tuesday
kept Tom Zagurski and Su-
san R. Murawski and added
William Heering, John Pa-
jeski and Gary Wyszynski. 

In District 1, Murawski
and Heering came out on
top.

District 2 chose two new-
comers, Wyszynski and Pa-
jeski.

Pajeski said the first
thing he would like to do is
speed up the process for
new businesses to move to
town. 

Heering said he wants to
build a relationship with
the community. “I would
also like to see a pay as you
go plan that would elimi-
nate costly loans,” he wrote
in an email during the cam-
paign.

Zagurski, 56, a Republi-
can, will serve his fourth
term as councilman at
large. He beat Ralph
Zovich, an unaffiliated can-
didate who has experience

on the Board of Finance
and the Town Council.

The new council will join
Republican Mayor-elect
Dave Merchant, who ran
his campaign on the idea of
bringing businesses to town
and demanding more spe-
cific plans for town proj-

ects.
Democratic incumbents

Richard J. Foote of District
1 and Dianna R. Schenkel
of District 2 lost their seats.

Remie Ferriera, the un-
affiliated councilman from
District 2, did not seek re-
election.
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WINSTED — Voters de-
cided Tuesday not to elimi-
nate the Water and Sewer
Commission.

The vote was 1,265 to 914.
The question on the ballot was,
“Shall the town of Winchester
charter be amended to elimi-
nate the Water and Sewer
Commission and authorize the
Board of Selectmen and its
agents to assume all the pow-
ers of the commission?” 

Town leaders were divid-
ed on this issue, with most
Democrats for it and Repub-
licans against it. 

Democrats believed elimi-

nating the five-member, in-
dependent commission
would make the town more
accountable for the finances
of the water and sewer oper-
ations and make the ex-
changes of money to and
from the departments more
transparent. They believed
eliminating the commission
would rid the town of anoth-
er level of government bu-
reaucracy and make the op-
erations accountable to hired
professionals like the public
works director and the town
manager. 

Republicans, plus Democ-
ratic Selectman Michael J.
Renzullo, who lost his re-
election bid, thought that

Water and Sewer Commis-
sion members were being
treated like scapegoats. For-
mer Republican selectmen
Kenneth J. Fracasso and
Glenn S. Albanesius, neither
of whom ran for re-election,
said the change would give
the selectmen the ability to
essentially charge an addi-
tional tax (in the form of user
fees) with no input from the
public.

With the commission re-
maining intact, the newly
elected selectmen will have to
decide whether to reappoint
the commission’s current
chairman, Richard Nalette.
Nalette’s term expired in De-
cember but the selectmen

tabled his reappointment and
never took it up again, effec-
tively leaving Nalette as the
panel’s chairman.

Democratic selectmen at-
tempted to oust Nalette, a
Republican, because they
said there have been in-
stances where the commis-
sion has signed contracts
without going out to bid;
there has been a lack of com-
munication between the
commission and the finance
office; and one property
owner received a sewer
hookup illegally.

The selectmen formed a
charter revision commission
to examine the issues involv-
ing the Water and Sewer

Commission in the wake of
the allegations against its
former longtime finance di-
rector, Henry L. Centrella
Jr., earlier this year. Among
them was that the commis-
sion had run significant
deficits every fiscal year
since 2003-04, and owes the
town $3.2 million.

Centrella, fired in January
and arrested in August, is ac-
cused of stealing at least $2
million from the town and
possibly as much as $7 mil-
lion. His case is pending in
Litchfield Superior Court. 

Contact Kurt Moffett at
kmoffett@rep-am.com or on
Twitter @RA_KurtMoffett.

Water commission survives vote

Republicans gain control
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TORRINGTON — The
chairman of the Democratic
Town Committee, Glenn
McLeod, won a seat on the
Board of Public Safety on
Tuesday.

McLeod joins Republicans
Darlene Battle and Robert
Conforti, who currently serve
on the board. 

Conforti earned the most
votes, 4,060, of the four candi-
dates. Conforti comes from a
well-known family and his fa-
ther, Robert, ran unsuccess-
fully for mayor in 1983
against Michael Conway. 

Conforti credits the name
recognition but also having a
lot of friends in town that he
and his wife could contact in
a get-out-the-vote effort. 

“I lot of people that talked
to me said don’t worry but I
did, because you never
know,” Conforti said. 

Following Conforti’s 4,060
votes, Battle received 3,360,
McLeod received 2,761 and
political newcomer John
Schiller, a Democrat, re-
ceived 1,758 votes. Schiller
was not elected. 

Battle credits the teamwork
of the Republican ticket for
her re-election.  McLeod said
he gave little thought to win-
ning or losing  because his
mind was on the mayoral race
and the Democratic candidate
George Craig, who  lost.

McLeod said it’s too early
to know whether he’ll resign
his chairmanship with the
Democratic Town Committee
following his win on Tuesday.
Election for the committee
will be in March. 

McLeod
on board
of safety
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District 1 voter turnout at Fisher Elementary School in
Plymouth was steady throughout the day.
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PLYMOUTH — Eleven
people — five Republicans,
four Democrats and two peti-
tioning candidates — tried for

five open
seats on the
Board of Ed-
u c a t i o n .
Most of the
w i n n e r s
were Re-
publicans.

The new
m e m b e r s
will serve

six year terms. 
Anthony J. Orsini, a Democ-

rat, will join four of the five
Republicans who ran: Christo-
pher Goodwin, Melissa John-
son, Deborah S. Wheeler and
Michael Melchiona.

Orsini, Mark Berube and
Gerard Bourbonniere were
seeking reelection. 

Berube and Bourbonniere
petitioned their way onto the
ballot.

The board begins its term
with a meeting Nov. 13 that
includes on the agenda a vote

on two items voted on by the
previous board. The items —
revisions to Superintendent
Eleanor S. Cruz’s contract
and the hiring of an architec-
tural firm for a feasibility
study on turning a house into
new administrative offices —
were voted on by the former
board in violation of state
Freedom of Information
laws.

School board adds 4
Republicans, 1 Dem 

PLYMOUTH

SALISBURY — Emily
Egan, the write-in candidate
for the Salisbury Central
School Board of Education,
upset Republican candidate
Michael Flint to win a seat on
that board. She garnered 308
votes to Flint’s 267, according
to unofficial tallies.

Egan, a young mother with
two children, is the secretary
to the Board of Selectmen.
Others winning seats on the
board are Democrats David
Bayersdorfer with 850 votes
and Keith Moon with 741.
Current members Brian D.
Bartram, Amy Lake and Jen-
nifer Weigel (who won the
open seat on the Region 1
Board of Education), did not
seek re-election. 

Write-in wins seat
on Salisbury board

ON THE WEB
>> Stories and to-
tals will be up-
dated today at

rep-am.com.

>> Visit the website
bit.ly/ravote2013photos
to see a gallery of pho-

tos from
around the
region, or
click the
code at left.

Incumbents, newcomers from GOP
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