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FALLS VILLAGE CANAAN

Age: 65
Address: 35 Ryan Ave.,
Canaan
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s
degree history and Eng-

lish, Uni-
versity
of Ver-
mont;
master’s
degree
in histo-
ry, Eng-
lish and
econom-

ics, Wesleyan University
Experience: 21st Century
Fund for Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School
board of advisers; mem-
ber of the English Lan-
guage Arts Standards
Committee of the state
Department of Education,
1993 to 1997.
Occupation: Retired
teacher and administrator
in Vermont and Litchfield
County, including Region
1; author and editor
Family: Husband, Ted;
grown son and daughter
Contact:
caroldschulz@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTED 

CAROL D.
SCHULZAge: 73 

Address: 38 High St.
Party: Republican
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in art, Colby Col-

lege;
master’s
in man-
agement
and or-
ganiza-
tional
develop-
ment, In-
terna-

tional University of Cali-
fornia
Experience: Town treas-
urer, 10 years; fire marshal,
six years; Board of Assess-
ment Appeals
Occupation: Retired
Family: Wife, Toby; sons
Mark, 48, Michael, 44, Kei-
th, 40
Contact: 860-824-0195;
nedgow@comcast.net

CONTRIBUTED 

EDWIN K. GOW

Age: 45 
Address: 22 Route 63,
Falls Village
Party: Republican
Education: Paramedic li-
cense, Capital Community

College,
Hartford
Experi-
ence:
Lee H.
Kellogg
Board of
Educa-
tion, 8
years, 6

as chairman; Education
Connection Board of Di-
rectors, 7 years, 2 as chair-
man; Region 1 Middle
School Athletic Commit-
tee; Lee H. Kellogg Build-
ing Committee.
Occupation: Northern
Dutchess EMS Paramedic
Field Supervisor; Sharon
Hospital EMS Coordinator
for NYS EMS
Family: Husband Timo-
thy, son Jeremy, 19,
daughter Lydia, 17
Contact: andread-
owns@comcast.net, 
860-671-1147

CONTRIBUTED 

ANDREA L.
DOWNS

Age: 83 
Address: 108 Route 126
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s
degree, University of Con-

necticut;
master’s
degree
in teach-
ing,
Wes-
leyan
Universi-
ty

Experience: Lee H. Kel-
logg Board of Education,
chairman; justice of the
peace, constable
Occupation: Retired
school teacher and brick-
layer
Family: Wife, Ann; sons
Joseph, 55, and George,
53; daughters Diane, 50,
and Laura, 48 
Contact: 860-824-4109,
Facebook, George 
Anastasio

CONTRIBUTED 

F. GEORGE
ANASTASIO

Age: 35
Address: 43 Julia Lane
Party: Republican
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in nursing, Salem
State University

Experi-
ence:
Political
new-
comer
Occu-
pation:
Labor
and de-
livery

nurse at Hospital of Cen-
tral Connecticut, New
Britain
Family: Husband, Bren-
dan; Daughters Therese,
8, Sandy, 9; son, Tommy, 5. 
Contact: 862-207-9073,
or
jenann777@hotmail.com

CONTRIBUTED 

JENNIFER 
MCDONALD

Age: 58
Address: 234 Cedar
Mountain Road, 
Thomaston
Party: Republican
Education: Norwalk
High School, class of

1973
Experi-
ence:
Political
new-
comer
Occu-
pation:
Insur-
ance

advisor, Bankers Life &
Casualty, Farmington
Family: Husband, John
Contact:
robin.capone@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTED 

ROBIN E.
CAPONE

Age: 47 
Address: 38 Grove St.,
Thomaston
Party: Unaffiliated
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in history, Haver-

ford
College;
master’s
degree
in divin-
ity, Yale
Divinity
School. 
Experi-
ence:

Political newcomer 
Occupation: Episcopal
priest, St. Peter’s Trinity
Episcopal Church,
Thomaston
Family: Wife, Jessica;
daughters, Fiona, 9, Ly-
dia, 7, Dianna, 4. 
Contact: thomastonct-
dems.org

CONTRIBUTED 

MARK H. BYERS Age: 58
Address: 70 Elm St.
Party: Unaffiliated 
Education: Thomaston
High School Class of
1973 
Experience: Former
chairman Board of As-

sess-
ment
Ap-
peals,
former
mem-
ber of
Senior
Tax Re-
lief

Committee, Thomaston
Building Committee,
Long Range Planning
Committee.
Occupation: Connecti-
cut state marshal,
Thomaston since June 1,
1991 
Family: Widowed 
Contact: 860-283-5599

CONTRIBUTED 

JULIANNE 
INGHAM 

Age: 41
Address: 86 Baum Dri-
ve, Thomaston
Party: Democratic
Education: Associates
degree in nursing, Excel-

sior Col-
lege
Experi-
ence:
Political
new-
comer
Occu-
pation:
Regis-

tered nurse, case man-
ager, Charlotte Hunger-
ford Hospital, Torrington
Family: Husband Jim;
daughter, Megan
Contact: bethaberg-
er888@hotmail.com,
thomastonctdems.org

CONTRIBUTED 

BETH A. 
CAMPBELL

Age: 47
Address: Democratic
Party: 126 Hickory Hill
Road, Thomaston 
Education: Master’s de-
gree in education, Uni-

versity
of
Bridge-
port
with
certifi-
cation
in ele-
mentary
educa-

tion; Bachelor’s degree
in justice and law admin-
istration, Western Con-
necticut State University.
Experience: Political
newcomer
Occupation: Clinical ed-
ucation instructor / assis-
tant and psychiatric tech-
nician, Waterbury Hospi-
tal Center for Behavioral
Health, Waterbury 
Family: Husband,
Carmine; sons, Ryan, 18,
David, 14
Contact: thomastonct-
dems.org 

CONTRIBUTED 

CAROL A.
CERVELLINO

THOMASTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

ing the 2013-14 budget, suc-
cess, by a margin of 73 votes,
came earlier this month. The
issues at the center of the
stalemate included the elimi-
nation of four positions at
Housatonic Valley Regional
High School, the distribution
of iPads to the entire student
body, without, many claimed,
the teachers being properly
prepared for the rollout,
(they were dropped during
the budget rejection
process); and the three-year
contracts, along with 2 per-
cent raises in each of those
three years, for Superinten-
dent Patricia Chamberlain
and Assistant Superintendent
Diane Goncalves. 

During this time Housaton-
ic Principal Matthew Harnett
resigned a week before
school started to take a posi-
tion in Bristol and network
coordinator Gina Jasmine
also took a job in another
school district.

The shadow of the Ping-
pank report continues to hov-
er over the district. In 2010
both the principal and assis-
tant principal at Housatonic
Valley Regional High School
abruptly left just before the
start of school. The board
commissioned attorney Jef-
frey C. Pingpank to under-
take an independent study of
the district’s administration
and procedures. After inter-
viewing many staff and com-
munity members, he con-
cluded there was a hostile en-
vironment surrounding the
district.

George Anastasio, who is
running on the Democratic
ticket for the board from Falls
Village, said, “three years ago
the board perceived an aura
of demoralization among
some faculty and staff and
hired a labor lawyer to inves-
tigate. He submitted a damag-
ing report. To this day, the cit-
izens of the Northwest Corner
don’t know what corrective
measures, if any, have been
taken to address the problems
cited in the report. As a board
member I would add my voice
to those demanding a full re-
port from the administration
concerning any remedial ac-
tions taken.” 

It was her participation in
that investigation that caused
Lucille Paige, Chamberlain’s
executive secretary, to file a
lawsuit against her employer
claiming she was retaliated
against for speaking with
Pingpank. She was recently
awarded a $120,000 settle-
ment. Another suit, this one
lodged by Goncalves against
Toensing, is pending.
Goncalves claims Toensing
has caused her emotional dis-
tress.

The administrative con-

tracts served as a lightning
rod during the budget rejec-
tions, with many residents
saying that voting down the
proposals was the only way to
get the board’s attention
about their dissatisfaction
with the extensions.

Jennifer Weigel, running
on the Democratic ticket in
Salisbury, said there is no
easy solution since “mistake
or not, there are valid con-
tracts in place, but the board
needs to clearly identify the
options and present them to
the community.” She said
she’d propose for discussion
the idea of a more inclusive
performance appraisal for
the two administrative posi-
tions, allowing input from
other stakeholders. She
would not favor buying out
the contracts, which has been
mentioned.

Her opponent, Marshall
Miles, who is running as an
independent petitioning can-
didate, has been an outspo-
ken opponent of the contract
extensions. If elected his first
motion would be to inform
the All Board Chairmen
Committee, which negotiates
with the superintendent, that
the current contracts should
not be renewed, so that the
public will know they no
longer have to vote down
budgets for contract reasons. 

“We cannot afford to buy
out contracts, so we will let
them run their course and
start looking for replace-
ments in the next year or so.”
He chided the current board
for saddling the public with a
tab of about $1 million a year
for the top two administra-

tors plus the four (principal,
assistant principal, director
of pupil services and special
education supervisor) in the
newly formed administrative
union.

Carol Schulz, the Democ-
ratic candidate in Canaan
running against Republican
Edwin Gow, believes a re-
view of the central office
staffing structure and per-
formance is needed before
budgeting for raises and
more staffing. 

Republican Andrea Downs
of Falls Village said the ex-
tended contracts should not
have been signed until the
outcome of the two lawsuits
was known. “Personally I
would have suggested a one-
year contract until we could
have had resolution of the
current issues,” she said. 

Her opponent, Anastasio, is
also opposed to the exten-
sions.

WHEN DISCUSSING educa-
tional programs and how best
to reach the students, Weigel
suggested the board ask the
interim principal to outline
the factors that would have
the greatest impact on stu-
dent achievement: maybe
smaller classes, more tech-
nology or teacher develop-
ment. 

Schulz, who serves on the
21st Century Fund, which
was the group responsible for
creating the Mahoney-Hewat
Science and Technology Cen-
ter, expressed disappoint-
ment that the $550,000 gift to

the school is barely being
used. “It’s a great opportuni-
ty for kids to take part in per-
formance-based learning and
could be a great draw for stu-
dents from other communi-
ties.” 

As for the turmoil sur-
rounding the board, Miles ad-
vocates for communication
and dialogue between the
board and the public. 

He said the board should
be listening to taxpayers, stu-
dents and teachers, not just
the administrators. Schulz
called for focusing on initia-
tives that directly impact the
students’ learning in a posi-
tive way and Downs agreed.
“If this board had a common
goal and focus and was less
concerned with their own
personal agendas there
would be less turmoil,” she
said.

Weigel would like to see
vigorous discussion among
members; discussions that
stay focused on the task and
include respect for all others’
opinions. She said board
members should come to
meetings having done their
research and prepared to dis-
cuss the issues on the table.
Anastasio doesn’t see the
tone changing until such is-
sues as pointed out in the
Pingpank report are ad-
dressed.

Gow did not respond to re-
quests for an interview.

Contact Ruth Epstein at kc-
sruthe@aol.com.

BOARD: Contracts remain controversial
Continued from 1B SALISBURY SHARON

Age: 48
Address: 58 Old Asylum
Road, Lakeville
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in history, Brown

Universi-
ty; mas-
ter’s in
business
admin-
stration
and in-
terna-
tional
business,

New York University Stern
School of Business
Experience: Salisbury
Central School Board of
Education, 8 years
Occupation: Self-em-
ployed bookkeeper
Family: Husband, Arthur
E. Chin; daughter Monica,
18; sons Eric, 16, and
Matthew, 12
Contact: 860-435-9939;
weichin@sbcglobal.net

CONTRIBUTED 

JENNIFER L.
WEIGEL

Age: 60 
Address: 142 Factory
Washinee St., Salisbury
Party: Unaffiliated
Education: Housatonic
Valley Regional High
School, class of 1971

EExxppeerrii--
eennccee::
Political
new-
comer
Occu-
pation:
Co-
founder
Robin

Hood Radio; President of
Tri-State Public Communi-
cations, freelance voice-
overs
Family: Divorced; sons,
Marc, Jake and Sam
Hutchins; daughter Karen
Hutchins, stepdaughter
Robin
Contact: mmiles@robin-
hoodradio.com; on face-
book at Marshall Miles

CONTRIBUTED 

MARSHALL
MILES

Age: 50
Address: 190 Cornwall
Bridge Road, Sharon
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s

degree
in ac-
count-
ing,
Marist
College;
master’s
of public
adminis-
tration,

Marist College
Experience: Member of
Sharon Board of Educa-
tion, six years
Occupation: Controller
of the Salisbury Visiting
Nurse Association 
Family: Husband, Todd;
daughter, Rachel, 15
Contact: marilyny-
erks2013@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTED 

MARILYN T.
YERKS

For more on 
candidates from 
your town, visit 
rep-am.com
or scan this
code. 
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THOMASTON — The
nine-member Board of Ed-
ucation could have up to
four new members after
Tuesday’s election.

This year, the 1,004-stu-
dent school district has ex-
perienced a turnover in su-
perintendents and started a
conversation about consoli-
dating two of the town’s
three schools. 

Four seats have been left
vacant, one by resignation.

Lucy Santopietro, former
chairman, resigned from
the board in June. Democ-
rat Maureen McMahon was
appointed to fill her seat,
but must be elected Tues-
day to continue. She faces
Republican Kim Demers.

Three positions are open,
which are the board’s regu-
lar six-year terms. The six-
year terms are staggered so
three members must run
for election every two
years. Republican Debra
Schriver and Democrats
Joanne N. Gilland and Hol-
ly A. Herbert are not seek-
ing reelection. 

Jennifer McDonald,
Robin Capone, Carol
Cervellino, Beth Campbell,
Julianne Ingham and Mark
Byers are running for the
full terms. McDonald and
Capone are endorsed by Re-
publicans. Cervellino and
Campbell by the Democ-
rats. Ingham and Byers are
running as petitioning can-
didates. None of the candi-
dates for full terms current-
ly serve on the board.

Thomaston board
could get new look 
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