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Car hits Torrington High
student on crosswalk

A high school sophomore was struck by a motor
vehicle while on his way to school on Wednesday. 

Eric Baim, director of the secondary education
at Torrington High School, said the student was
dropped off by his mother on Winthrop Street at
the crosswalk. 

The male student was crossing the crosswalk
when he was struck by a car. 

Baim said a car was waiting to turn to Major
Besse Drive when the car behind swerved and
struck the student. 

Steve Cloutier, the police department’s school
resource officer, notified Baim and authorities.
The sophomore was up and walking around, talk-
ing to Baim following the crash. 

The student was taken by ambulance to Char-
lotte Hungerford Hospital and later released,
Baim said. The student suffered bruises to his
right hip and left knee. 

Baim said the mother decided to keep her son
home for the day. 

T H O M A S T O N

Stolen Halloween decorations
valued at more than $300

More than $300 worth of Halloween decora-
tions was stolen from the lawn of a home on
Reynolds Bridge Road, Police Chief James
Campbell said.

On Sunday, the owners reported that all of their
inflatable lawn decorations were gone. A small
ghost, witch, two cats, a ghost sitting on a pump-
kin, another large pumpkin and a larger ghost
had been blown up in the days leading up to Hal-
loween. 

Police have no leads at this time.

T O R R I N G T O N  

Burglars take copper pipes
from empty house’s cellar

Burglars stripped copper water pipes out of the
basement of an unoccupied home on Torringford
Street earlier this week, police said.

Lt. Bruce Whiteley said new residents were
moving into 356 Torringford St. Monday evening
when they found a pool of water on the basement
floor. 

After noticing the water, Whiteley said, the res-
idents found a smashed basement window. 

“It looks like they came in through the base-
ment and took out the pipes,” he said. 

Police said the cost of repairs is not yet known.
The pipes were cut out between 6:30 p.m. Sunday
and 6 p.m. Monday, Whiteley said. 

He said it wasn’t immediately clear how long
the house had been vacant. 

“We would ask that neighbors pay particular
attention to these vacant homes and if they see
anything suspicions they call us and we check it
out,” he said. 

L I T C H F I E L D  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T

Hearing Nov. 7 on allowing
cameras at murder hearing

A hearing will be held Nov. 7 in Superior Court
to decide whether to allow cameras in the court-
room for a hearing on whether probable cause ex-
ists to hold two men on murder charges.

Niraj Patel, 26, of Warren, and Hiral Patel, his
25-year-old cousin, will be the subject of the hear-
ing. A third alleged coconspirator, Michael Cal-
abrese, 27, of Warren, has waived his right to a
hearing. All three are charged as coconspirators.

The hearing is required in murder and felony
murder cases to determine whether the crime
was committed and that the accused probably
committed it.

The state has not taken a position as to whether
cameras should be allowed, but will by next
Thursday morning, County State’s Attorney
David Shepack said.

The three men are accused of conspiring to kill
Lucas Vitalis, who was found shot to death in his
home Aug. 6, 2012. Vitalis’ mother was tied with
zip ties in the kitchen of their Sharon Turnpike
home. The three men are said to have been seek-
ing drug money.

T O R R I N G T O N  

Off-duty firefighter helps
save church storage shed

An off-duty firefighter helped save a lawn
mower fire from destroying a shed behind Tor-
ringford Congregational Church on Wednesday. 

Off-duty firefighter Steve Consolini was near
by the church at 1622 Torringford St., at 2:37 p.m.
Wednesday when he pulled into the church’s
driveway and helped a church member. 

Torrington fire Capt. Joseph McElroy said Con-
solini pulled the ride-on lawn mower out of the
shed. 

Responding firefighters put out the fire. 
McElroy said the cause of the fire is under in-

vestigation.
He added the ride-on mower had been used

about an hour before the fire started. 
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WINSTED — The Zoning
Board of Appeals is not an
elected board, but five days
before the election, it is sud-
denly caught in the town’s po-
litical tornado.

The board held a meeting
at Town Hall Wednesday
night that, based on the agen-
da, appeared routine and

likely uneventful. The most
significant action it took was
the election of officers.

David C. Villa was elected
chairman and Neil V. Hunt,
vice chairman, both unani-
mously. The five members
who attended the meeting —
four regular and one alter-
nate — voted to table nomi-
nating a clerk.

The meeting was attended
by approximately 35 people,

many of whom are running
for office Tuesday. All but Se-
lectman Michael J. Renzullo,
a Democrat, belong to either
the Republican or Winsted
Independent party.

Many of them were there to
support former ZBA Chair-
man Richard Nalette.
Nalette’s last five-year term
expired in December but ap-
parently he and just about
every town official either for-

got, did not know, or let it
slide. It is unclear which was
the case.

It was not until September
that town officials raised the
issue that Nalette’s term ex-
pired. On Oct. 7, Selectman
George N. Closson moved to
have Hunt, then an alternate,
promoted to fill Nalette’s
seat. The motion passed 4-3,

Meeting turns explosive
Winsted’s former ZBA chair angry over expired term issue  
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Ghost stories 

CHRISTOPHER MASSA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Children’s Librarian Denise Butwill re-enacts a scene from ‘The Ghosts’ Grave,’ a book by Peg Kehret, Wednesday after-
noon at the Thomaston Library.  Listening are children from the community, including Ryan Bethin, 10, right and Josh Lo-
vallo, 9, both of Thomaston.  The event was part of the library’s Halloween series and featured games and a cake — both
depicting scenes from the book.  
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PLYMOUTH — Mayoral
hopeful Dave Merchant said
it’s time for change. 

The incum-
bent, Vincent
Festa Jr., is
digging in his
heels, and
hopes voters
agree he’s not
yet done.

“Before I
decided to

run, I had to be sure that
there was a need for change
in the office,” said Merchant,
67. “People are looking for
someone to be there to an-
swer the bell every day. I am
at a point in my life now
where I can do this and be in
that office full time.” 

Businessman
challenging
3-term mayor

>> Race for
Pymouth
Town Council
has not
drawn out
much debate,
Page 8A.
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NEW HARTFORD —
Each of the three candi-
dates for first selectman
believes he has the vision to
lead the town.

Voters on Tuesday will
have the choice of either
Republican First Select-
man Daniel V. Jerram,
Recreation Director Den-
nis Minor, who is an unaf-
filiated petitioning candi-
date, or Troy LaMere, a De-
mocrat on the Inland and

Wetlands Commission.
Jerram, running for his

third two-year term, talks a
lot about road, drainage
and sidewalk improve-
ments. He also says his ad-
ministration’s main goal is

to keep the town “an afford-
able place to live.

“In a difficult economy,
you have to take care of
your assets and your infra-

3 visions of a town’s future
Challengers see more growth than incumbent

LaMereJerram Minor
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FALLS VILLAGE — In a
time when controversy and
turmoil have dominated the
Region 1 Board of Educa-
tion, many are hopeful a
new mix of members after
the Nov. 5 election will bring
some positive changes.

Three representatives,
Laura Freund of Canaan,

William “Scooter” Tedder
of Salisbury, and Gale C.
Toensing of Falls Village,
are not seeking re-election.

Sharon representative

Marilyn Yerks is facing no
opposition in her town, so
she will remain. In Corn-
wall and Kent, representa-
tives are chosen by their lo-
cal school boards, so both
Philip Hart and Jonathan
Moore could return for an-
other term. Terms of office
are two years.

After seven tries at pass-

Election mired in recent conflicts

For more on 
candidates from 
your town, visit 
rep-am.com
or scan this code. 
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