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Age: 22 
Address: 82 Allen St.
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s
degrees in management
and political science, New

England
College;
master’s
of busi-
ness ad-
ministra-
tion,
Bryant
Universi-
ty. 

Experience: Constable
two terms, 2009-present
Occupation: Assistant
project manager for Di-
versified Project Manage-
ment, East Hartford
Family: Engaged, fiance
Alexandra Amritt
Contact: patrick.perugi-
no@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTED 

PATRICK A. 
PERUGINO II

Age: 52
Address: 4 East Orchard
St., Terryville
Party: Democratic
Education: Juris doctor-
ate, Quinnipiac Law
School; bachelor’s degree
in liberal arts, University
of Connecticut
Experience: Three terms

Ply-
mouth
Town
Council;
former
chair-
man of
Ply-
mouth
Charter

Revision Commission
Occupation: Patent ac-
quisition manager, United
Technologies, Climate
Controls & Security, Farm-
ington
Family: Husband, Noel;
son Michael, 25; daughter
Heather, 29
Contact: 860-940-7467

CONTRIBUTED 

DIANNA R.
SCHENKEL

Age: 74
Address: 118 Burger Road
Party: Democratic
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in elementary edu-

cation,
Central
Con-
necticut
State
Universi-
ty; mas-
ter’s de-
gree in
guid-

ance, Central Connecticut
State University.
Experience: One term,
Town Council; Plymouth
Board of Assessors; mem-
ber Plymouth Historic
Properties Commission;
former member Board of
Fire Commissioners
Occupation: Retired Wa-
tertown Public Schools
educator
Family: Wife, Gail; son
Richard, 43; daughters
Rebecca, 50; Susan, 49
Contact: 860-583-8130

CONTRIBUTED 

RICHARD J.
FOOTE

Age: 46
Address: 17 Prospect St.,
Terryville
Party: Republican
Education: Associates
degree in electrical engi-

neering,
Water-
bury
State
Techni-
cal Col-
lege 
Experi-
ence:
Political

newcomer
Occupation: Self-em-
ployed electrical contrac-
tor, Terryville
Family: Divorced; daugh-
ter, Shannon, 19
Contact:
wheering@att.net

CONTRIBUTED 

WILLIAM R. 
HEERING

AAggee:: 74
AAddddrreessss:: 81 Hillside Ave.,
Plymouth
PPaarrttyy:: Republican
EEdduuccaattiioonn::  Bachelor’s de-
grees in business and his-

tory,
Carnegie
Institute
of Tech-
nology
EExxppeerrii--
eennccee::
Member
of the
Ad-hoc

North Street Reservoir
Committee, Municipal Fa-
cilities Committee, Board
of Housing Appeals and
Board of Assessors. 
OOccccuuppaattiioonn::  Real Estate
Agent, Davis Real Estate,
Farmington.
FFaammiillyy:: Divorced; son,
Michael, 42, Daughter
Kim, 44
CCoonnttaacctt::
jpajeski@aol.com; 860-
230-7365

CONTRIBUTED 

JOHN C. PAJESKI

Age: 61
Address: 19 High St.
Party: Unaffiliated 
Education: Terryville
High School, class of 1970
Experience: Former

member
of the
Bristol
Housing
Code
Board of
Appeals;
member
of Ply-
mouth

Code Enforcement Com-
mittee
Occupation: Self-em-
ployed property manager
Family: Divorced; daugh-
ters Jodie, 33; Jamie, 33;
Stacy, 30.
Contact: 860-582-1583

CONTRIBUTED 

HAROLD E. 
STURGEON

Age: 40
Address: 26 Eastview
Road, Terryville
Party: Republican
Education: Terryville
High School, 1991

Experi-
ence:
Political
new-
comer
Occu-
pation:
Network
Delivery
Techni-

cal AT&T, Bristol
Family: Single
Contact: 860-881-0765

CONTRIBUTED 

GARY V.
WYSZYNSKI

AAggee::  56
AAddddrreessss::  125 Washington
Road, Terryville
PPaarrttyy::  Republican
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Associate de-
gree in electrical engi-

neering,
Water-
bury
State
Techni-
cal Col-
lege
EExxppeerrii--
eennccee::
Three

terms Plymouth Town
Council, former chairman
of Plymouth Charter Revi-
sion Commission 2009,
Former chairman of Inland
Wetlands Commission,
Plymouth Board of Fire
Commissioners
OOccccuuppaattiioonn::  Supervisor,
United Technologies Air-
craft Systems, East Hart-
ford 
FFaammiillyy::  Wife, Karen; sons
T.J., 28, Raymond, 27;
daughter Chrissy, 23 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 860-583-4861

CONTRIBUTED 

THOMAS W. 
ZAGURSKI

Age: 54
Address: 4 Knight Lane,
Plymouth
Party: Unaffiliated
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in mechanical en-

gineer-
ing, Uni-
versity
of Hart-
ford;
master’s
of busi-
ness ad-
ministra-
tion,

Ashland University 
Experience: Board of Fi-
nance, six years; one term
on Town Council; Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission member, five
years.
Occupation: Self-em-
ployed engineering con-
sultant, Kensington
Family: Wife Marina;
daughters Anna, 24;
Rachel, 23; son Alyk, 22
Contact: razov@aol.com

CONTRIBUTED 

RALPH S.
ZOVICH

Age: 57 
Address: 143 Schroback
Road 
Party: Republican 
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in psychology, St.

Michael’s
College
in Ver-
mont
Experi-
ence:
Three
noncon-
secutive
terms on

Plymouth Town Council,
(01-03, 05-07, 11-13)
Occupation: Co-owner,
pharmacy technician and
bookkeeper, Beacon Pre-
scriptions, Terryville 
Family: Husband, Timo-
thy; son Michael, 30;
daughter Joanna, 28 
Contact: 860-582-6306

CONTRIBUTED 

SUSAN R. 
MURAWSKI

Age: 67 
Address: 75 North St.,
Plymouth
Party: Republican
Education: Wolcott High
School, 1964
Experience: Former
chairman of Plymouth
Board of Finance, 12

years;
former
Chair-
man Ply-
mouth
Parks &
Recre-
ation
Commis-
sion,

eight years; commissioner
and treasurer of Terryville
Fire Department; former
member athletic fields ad
hoc committee; former
member Capital Improve-
ments Committee
Occupation: Owner,
Ray’s Carstar Auto Body,
Bristol
Family: Wife Jackie; son
David, 44, Michael, 40
Contact:
davemerch@snet.net

CONTRIBUTED 

DAVID V. 
MERCHANT

Age: 67 
Address: 7 Carriage Dri-
ve, Terryville
Party: Democratic

Educa-
tion:
Bache-
lor’s in
educa-
tion, Sa-
cred
Heart
Universi-
ty; mas-

ter’s in education, South-
ern Connecticut State Uni-
versity 
Experience: Three terms
as Plymouth mayor; for-
mer member of Plymouth
Board of Education; for-
mer member of Water Pol-
lution Control Authority 
Occupation: Mayor; re-
tired Waterbury schools
administrator 
Family: Wife, Sandra;
sons Jeffrey, 45, Brett, 39
and Aaron, 37.
Contact: 860-583-1011

CONTRIBUTED 

VINCENT 
FESTA JR.

TOWN COUNCIL  BY DISTRICT

PLYMOUTH 

TOWN COUNCIL AT LARGEMAYOR

BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

PLYMOUTH— The race
for five Town Council seats
has not generated much de-
bate among contenders.

Tom Zagurski, 56, a Repub-
lican running for his fourth
term as councilman at large,
is opposed by Ralph Zovich,
54, who is unaffiliated, and
who has experience on the
Board of Finance and the
Town Council.

“I would like to follow up
on the five year capital im-

provement plan,” Zovich
said. Specifically, he would
like to shift the council’s fo-
cus to dredging Lake Win-
field and taking a proactive
approach to town projects. “I
don’t want to go back to the
days where we let a hole in
the roof turn into a $90 mil-
lion project.”

The town is split into two
voting districts. The council-
man at large position is voted
on by all.

District 1 consists of  Route
6 North to Fisher Elementary
school and the even num-

bered buildings on Main
Street. Susan Murawski, 57,
and William Heering, 46, are
running on the Republican
ticket and Richard Foote and
Harold Sturgeon, 61, repre-
sent the Democrats.

Murawski served on the
council from 2001-2003,
2005-2007 and 2011 to the
present. Heering, a political
newcomer, is a self-employed
electrical contractor. 

Heering said he wants to
bridge the gap between the
council and community. “I
would also like to see a pay as

you go plan ... that would
eliminate costly loans,” he
wrote in an email.

Foote is serving his first
term on the council. He wants
to look into the town’s next
bonding package to set mon-
ey for the business park. “I
want to continue the progress
we’ve made,” he said.

Sturgeon served on the Bris-
tol Housing Code Board of Ap-
peals and Plymouth Code En-
forcement Committee.

District 2 runs from Route
6 South, odd street numbers
on Main Street, to the

Lyceum. John Pajeski, 74,
and Gary Wyszynski are the
Republican candidates. Di-
Anna Schenkel, 52, and
Patrick Perugino II are run-
ning on the Democratic ticket.

Pajeski served on the Ad
Hoc Committee for the North
Street Reservoir Committee.
If elected, he said he would
like to try to speed up the
process for businesses to
move into town by consolidat-
ing presentations to one time
in front of multiple town
boards. He said he would also
like to see a senior center get

started.
Wyszynski, a political new-

comer, is a network delivery
technician at AT&T in Bris-
tol.

Perugino, a constable, is a
partner in a consulting firm
and involved with the CT
Young Democrats.

Sturgeon is a political new-
comer. He said Festa asked
him to run for council after
conversations where he made
suggestions to the mayor. If
elected, he said the first thing
he would like to do is dredge
Lake Winfield.

Plymouth candidates keep campaign low key

Festa, 67, is running for
his fourth term as mayor.
He said he consulted with
his wife and family before
deciding to run again and is
still up for the task. Festa
has been on in-home dialy-
sis for the past two years.
He also suffers with nerve
damage in his right hand
from diabetes. This fall, he
went public with his health
issues, something he has
never done before, because
voters asked him about it on
the campaign trail, he said.

“I want to stay the course
and continue to expand on
the financial policies and
procedures we’ve devel-
oped,” Festa said.

Merchant said he wants
to stabilize or decrease tax-
es through more specific
budgets. “I’m a business-
man,” he said. “I live in the
business world. I know how
to adjust expenses and rev-
enue. Vinnie (Festa) doesn’t
understand that, he’s al-
ways been a municipal
worker.” 

Before his tenure as may-
or, Festa retired from an ad-
ministrative job in Water-
bury schools. Merchant is
the owner of Ray’s Carstar
Autobody in Bristol.

Merchant said he wants
to make changes in town
“without hurting any exist-
ing programs.” “I want to
look at every part of every
department to make it more
efficient, or consolidate to
trim expenses.” Merchant
said.

The tax rate has in-
creased each year for the
last five years. In 2008, it
was 30.1 mills; 2009 was
30.85 mills; 2010 was 31.5
mills. The town revalued in
2011 and the tax rate
jumped to 34.9 mills. It
came in at 34.45 in 2012.

“I want to keep the course
moving in that direction,”
Merchant said.

Festa has been criticized
by Republicans over the so-
called “blank check” policy
the town created for bond
packaging on town projects.
Republicans refer to the
policy as a “blank check”
policy, but Festa said there
has never been a blank
check written.

The $9.8 million bond
package approved by the
town in a referendum was
used mostly for road im-

provement. “There’s been
no blank checks whatsoev-
er,” Festa said. “There were
multiple public hearings.
Ultimately, it was the will of
the people.” 

Merchant said the pack-
age was too vague. If elect-
ed, he said any proposals
would be more specific as to
what the exact expenses of
the project would entail.

“Before I ask the town to
bond anything, I’m going to
have a plan,” he said. The
Republican-American re-
ported in August that the
projects funded by the
package were on time and
under budget.

Festa said if re-elected,
he wants to continue to fo-
cus on the town’s finances
and increase economic de-
velopment.

“We’re very careful of the
affordability of the opera-
tion of government,” he
said. “The concepts we’ve
proposed are right in line
with other towns and na-
tionally.” 

Merchant said he has a
list of other concerns, in-
cluding the town’s seniors.

“A big concern is the sen-
iors,” he said. “They need
their own place. Now that I
know that’s what they want,
I’m going to do something.” 

He said he also wants to
look at the fire and police
departments and the two
abandoned buildings that
were Prospect Street and
Main Street schools. He also
wants to meet with the
boards and commissions to
increase communication
and, when appropriate, col-
laboration among the
groups. “We need to work
together to make it easier
for people to come to this
town,” he said, referring to
the multistep process for
businesses to move in.

Festa said businesses are
coming to Plymouth. He
considers the four new busi-
nesses in the industrial park
a success of his office and
noted the tax incentive pro-
grams established during
his tenure as well.

“Over the last six years,
I’ve proven my value and
worth,” he said.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGor-
man or on Facebook at RA
Plymouth.

PLYMOUTH:
Candidates take
own approaches
Continued from 1B

WHAT’S for DINNER
Visit Steven Valenti’s video blog
at www.rep-am.com to find
recipes, plus step-by-step
videos to help you along the
way.


