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WOODBURY — Region 14
school district officials have
hired the equivalent of three
full-time paraprofessional
teachers to help with an un-
expected spike in some class
sizes.

But while explaining the
higher-than-recommended
class sizes as a product of the
unpredictable fluidity of reg-
istrations between the win-
ter-and-spring budgeting
process and the first day of
school in August, Director of
Finance and Operations
Wayne McAllister did not
necessarily see the increase
as part of a reversal of re-
cently declining enrollment.

“It’s certainly an issue to
watch going forward,” McAl-
lister said. “Kindergarten
rolls over into first. And if the

next kindergarten class is
big, you see a trend develop-
ing.”

Enrollment of pupils from
pre-kindergarten to fifth
grade has shrunk from 1,020
in 2004 to 758 last year. By
2021, projections show that
number dipping to 626.

But at the start of this year,
two kindergarten classes at
Bethlehem Elementary
School had 19 and 20 pupils,
and Mitchell Elementary
School had classes of 21 and
22 pupils, above the district’s
recommended class size of
18.

Similarly, second grade
classes at Bethlehem have 22

and 23 pupils, above the 20-
pupil recommendation.
Three third grade classes at
Mitchell have either 23 or 25
pupils, above the 22-pupil
recommendation.

In response, the district
has hired one full-time para-
professional, two half-time
paraprofessionals to help in
the morning at Mitchell and
two half-time paraprofes-
sionals to help in the morning
at Bethlehem.

“What we didn’t want to do
is disrupt the classrooms,”
Superintendent Jody Goeler
said. “They’d already formed
and had a chance to form
communities. To shake that

up is not an educationally
good thing to do.”

Goeler said that in the past,
the district would have creat-
ed another section when a
kindergarten class ap-
proached 18 pupils, but that
tighter budgets have re-
quired focusing resources on
curriculum and professional
development.

At $13.66 an hour, the new
paraprofessionals will cost
the district about $62,000 this
year.

“Paras give teachers a
chance to individualize
more,” Goeler said. “An extra
set of hands in the class-
room.”
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• Horse Show - English
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416 Winsted Road, Lowe’s/Big Y Plaza, Torrington

YOUR COMMUNITY – YOUR COMMUNITY BANK
FOR OVER 150 YEARS

Member FDIC

)GRAND     PENING PARTY

Torrington Branch of
Northwest Community Bank

After 25 years in Torrington, you’re invited 
to help us celebrate our move!

Saturday, September 28, 2013
10am - 12 noon

Coffee, Donuts, Pizza, Soft Drinks

s
Coloring Contest & Face Painting for Kids

s
Music, WZBG Mobile Broadcast

s
$25 BigY Gift Cards with new checking account!*

Gift Cards available at the time a new Northwest Communtiy Bank

checking account is opened with a minimum balance of $50.
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LITCHFIELD — A Tor-
rington man who pedaled
his way to Avon and picked
up a bus to buy heroin, ad-
mitted to police that he
stole credit cards from a
home while looking for a
drink of water.

Glenn Vien, 38, of 21 Cul-
vert St., was arraigned in
Bantam Court on Thursday
where Judge Richard M.
Marano ordered him held
on $30,000 bond on charges
of third-degree burglary
and fourth-degree larceny
and criminal imperson-
ation.

He told police he was
high on heroin July 20 when
he stopped at a Litchfield
Turnpike home in New
Hartford. 

He was thirsty, but in-
stead of asking a homeown-
er for a glass of water, he
said he walked inside an
open door and took credit
cards left on the kitchen
table. 

He took a guitar from an-
other room. Vien said he
had ridden his bicycle to
Avon on that hot day, then
took a bus to Hartford to
buy drugs. He reversed his
path to return home along

Routes 44 and 202. 
Residents of the home

were baffled by the missing
credit cards, and told police
there was no sign of forced
entry.

Police obtained surveil-
lance photos from the Tar-
get department store in
Torrington and the Stop &
Shop supermarket where
the cards were used fraudu-
lently. Police identified the
man as Vien, a felon with 19
prior arrests. He had the
guitar slung over his shoul-
der in one of the photos.

At the supermarket, the
video depicts Vien buying
steaks, salad and A1 steak
sauce.

Faced with the evidence,
Vien admitted his crimes.
He told police he returned
to using heroin because he
was under stress as a result
of relationship problems
with his girlfriend. His ad-
diction cost $80 per day.

Vien said he sold the gui-
tar, valued at $1,000, for
$250 through Craig’s List.
He threw the credit cards
away after they were can-
celed “and didn’t work any
more.”

Contact Brigitte Ruth-
man at bruthman@rep-
am.com. 

$80 a day addict
arraigned in
credit card theft

Candidate plans
Q&A sessions

TORRINGTON —
Jacque Williams, who is
running as a write-in candi-
date for mayor has sched-
uled two question-and-an-
swer sessions to hear from
the public on two Thurs-
days, Oct. 3 and Oct. 17.

Both sessions will meet at
the Yankee Pedlar, 93 Main
St., from 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
For information contact
Williams at jacquefortor-

rington@gmail.com.

Festa campaign
will hold supper

PLYMOUTH — The Fes-
ta for Mayor Campaign will
sponsor a kielbasa supper
from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday
at the Eagle’s Nest Restau-
rant, 163 Main St. Ter-
ryville

For tickets please call
Jeannine at 860-584-0767.
Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door.

CAMPAIGN NOTEBOOK

Keep up with news as it happens all

day long at rep-am.com.
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BY ALEXA GORMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

THOMASTON — Ward
Leonard Electric Co. recently
teamed up with the town
American Legion and Rotary
Club to collect 481 pounds of
snacks, movies, stationery,
toiletries and games for de-
ployed troops.

The donations were
shipped to Operation Shoe-
box, a group that provides
many ways for individuals
and groups to donate or con-
tact troops overseas. 

The organization collects
donations of medical sup-
plies, canned goods, personal
care items and movies, books
and games. 

Donations are sent to the
Operation Shoebox head-
quarters in Belleview, Fla.
and shipped overseas from
there.

The group also works with
schools and individuals to set
up pen pals for servicemen
and women stationed abroad.

This is Ward Leonard’s
second year working with
Operation Shoebox. 

Fiona McAllister, head of
Ward Leonard’s Events Com-
mittee, said the company felt
drawn to the cause because of
its ties with the Department
of Defense. 

The company produces

electronic motors and con-
trols for commercial and mil-
itary use, including parts for
aircraft carriers and sub-
marines.

“We want to show our sup-
port for troops overseas as
much as possible,” she said.

Last year, only employees
participated. McAllister said
this year the committee want-
ed to try to get community
members involved. 

Cardboard collection boxes
sat outside the American Le-

gion on Elm Street and at the
Ward Leonard office for
about six weeks. 

Ned Bailey, spokesman for
Ward Leonard, said the com-
pany was able to send almost
200 pounds more than last
year because of efforts from
the American Legion and Ro-
tary Club.

McAllister said the 150
Ward Leonard employees
show constant enthusiasm for
fundraising. Their other ma-
jor fundraiser is a collection

for the Thomaston Crisis
Fund in December. The com-
pany also hosts American
Red Cross blood drives.

Next year, McAllister is
hoping to branch further into
the community to increase
donations for Operation
Shoebox.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @ RA_AlexaGorman,
or on Facebook at RA
Thomaston.

Company drive for troops grows 
Rotary Club,
Legion join
in collection

CONTRIBUTED

Ward Leonard Electric Co., along with Thomaston American Legion and Thomaston Rotary
Club, collected more than 400 pounds of snacks, personal care items, board games and
letters to troops through Operation Shoebox.

Surprise spike in class sizes prompts hiring


