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HARWINTON — An arte-
sian well at 396 Clearview
Ave. that for years was open
for public use has been
closed. 

The former property own-
ers, the Silano family, used to
let people collect water from
the well’s runoff. People from
Harwinton and Torrington

would come to fill jugs from a
pipe in the lawn.

However, the property was
sold, and the new owners,
Walter and Suzanne Hay-
ward, capped the pipe and in-
formed the town that they
were forbidding public ac-
cess.

First Selectman Michael R.
Criss said as the well is on
private property, they can do
as they choose. “It’s a liability

for the property owners,”
Criss said. “If someone
drinks from the well and gets
sick, it’s on the property own-
ers.”

People were coming to the
Hayward’s yard at all hours,
which was a factor in their
decision to cap it, Criss said.

A “private property” sign
now marks the site, with a
note in black marker that the
public is no longer welcome .

People used the water during
emergencies, Criss said. Har-
winton residents who need
water during an emergency
can get it from the volunteer
fire department, he said.

The Haywards could not be
reached for comment.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA Har-
winton.

Public no longer welcome to artesian well water
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TORRINGTON — A long-
standing conflict with the
owner of an East Main Street
Sunoco station is nearly over. 

The Zoning Board of Ap-
peals on Tuesday agreed to
settle a lawsuit with Alphonse
W. Milo, owner of Milo’s Ap-
ple House at 1758 East Main
St.

The lawsuit, filed in Litch-
field Superior Court, followed
a June 15, 2011 cease and de-
sist order issued by Kimberly
H. Barbieri, zoning enforce-
ment officer, for having signs
under a gasoline canopy that
are not allowed according to
city regulations.

The regulation cited pro-
hibits gas pump and gas
pump island signs. “The only
permissible signs for gas

pump areas are those neces-
sary for sale of gasoline,” reg-
ulations state.

Barbieri found Milo had
signs that violated the regula-
tion. 

Barbieri said Milo argued
the city could not regulate
signs under the canopy, be-
cause he interpreted the
canopy as a building and the
city cannot regulate signs in-
side buildings.

Milo appealed a Planning &

Zoning Commission decision
to uphold Barbieri’s order on
Oct. 11, 2011 before the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. 

Martin Connor, city plan-
ner, at that hearing said the
property is in a high traffic
area and it is important that
visual clutter be avoided, ac-
cording to meeting minutes. 

“Letting someone have a
free for all under this canopy
is a disaster in the making,”
Connor said. 

Milo, who did not return a
call for comment Friday, said
at the October 2011 hearing
that he disagreed with the
city’s interpretation of his
structure. He said his canopy
was taxed as a building and
presented photos showing
other gas stations in viola-
tion. 

The Zoning Board of Ap-
peals unanimously upheld
Barbieri’s order and Milo
filed suit. 

According to the agree-
ment, which is scheduled to
be brought before a judge
Friday, Milo will be able to at-
tach up to 60 square feet of
signs to the poles of the over-
hang. The total signs can be
split up as long as no single
sign is larger than 32 square
feet.

Barbieri said the case isn’t
a win for the city and it isn’t a
loss. “It is more like a draw,”
she said. “We avoided a
lengthily court battle.”

Contact Alec Johnson at
ajohnson@rep-am.com, on
Facebook at RA Torrington or
on Twitter @RA_Alec.

City, gas station owner settle
Accord ends
lawsuit over
display of signs
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The city and the owner of this East Main Street gas station
in Torrington have settled a lawsuit over signs and where
they can be displayed. 
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THOMASTON — Fire-
fighters stood and watched
Saturday as smoke poured
out of a three-story house on
Reynolds Bridge Road and
flames began to dance
around the back corner.

The 25 firefighters from
Thomaston and Terryville
stood outside and waited for
the smoke to get a little thick-
er and the flames to burn a
little hotter. They stood on the
front lawn for about 30 min-
utes before the first team
moved in. 

The Thomaston Fire De-
partment has been using 91
Reynolds Bridge Road every
Monday to practice for the
past three months. On Satur-
day, 15 firefighters from

Thomaston, five from Ter-
ryville and five Thomaston
Fire Explorers watched and
practiced drills during a live
burn of the home.

Captain John Albrecht
filled a corner on the second
story with a pile of hay and lit
the match. Teams of five
practiced getting a hose up
the stairs, ventilating the
home, search and rescue
drills, ladder drills and safety
protocol.

Jim Petruzzi bought the
house in January “to improve
the neighborhood,” he said.
He soon discovered rehabili-
tating the home would cost
more than its value. “It’s be-
yond repair,” he said.

So he donated it to the de-
partment to use for training
and eventually will demolish
what remains. 

Saturday, the firefighters
were able to take more time
than usual to go through dif-
ferent training drills and take
time to let the house fill with
smoke.

It only took about 15 min-
utes for the smoke on the sec-
ond floor to wipe out visibili-
ty. Firefighters could not see
more than six inches in front
of them, which was good
practice in this case, Albercht
said.

The Terryville firefighters
act as the emergency team in
case one of the Thomaston
firefighters goes down. 

These “may day” situations
are handled by an outside
team so that the other fire-
fighters can continue to focus
on the fire. 

Another component to Sat-
urday’s training were the

“accountability tags,” which
are carried by officers for
each person on the team. The
badges have basic identifica-
tion and certifications, but
also a bar code that is regis-
tered with the county which
contain more details on a per-
son’s work, state certifica-
tions and medical informa-
tion.

Chief Jamie Wilson was
pleased with the progress the
firefighters have made. He
aid there’s nothing like live
scenarios to refresh those
who have been working for a
while or allow newcomers to
get the hands-on practice.

Contact Alexa Gorman at
agorman@rep-am.com, on
Twitter at RA_AlexaGorman
or on Facebook at RA
Thomaston. 

FIRE TRAINING ON THE HOUSE

Firefighters sharpen skills on donated home
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Firefighters train during a live  drill at a house on Reynolds Bridge Road in Thomaston Saturday. Firefighters from Thomas-
ton as well as a crew from Terryville and the Thomaston Explorers participated in the drill.

WAT E R B U R Y

DelGobbo leaves development
job to become mayor’s adviser

The head of the city’s development arm is step-
ping down to take the No. 2 job in City Hall, leav-
ing the agency without a leader for the second
time in a year.

Kevin DelGobbo will leave his $130,000-a-year
job as the director of the Waterbury Develop-
ment Corp., which he took in May, for a $124,000-
a-year job as senior adviser to Mayor Neil M.
O’Leary.

He will be replacing Garrett Casey, a part-time
mayoral aide who has advised several Democrat-
ic mayors before O’Leary. 

Casey will go back to managing his family’s fu-
neral home business.

DelGobbo will assume Casey’s duties, which
included policy counsel, budget assistance, and
running point on controversial issues, and lead a
new mayoral campaign to promote downtown re-
development.

“Bringing business to our downtown is going to
be the highest priority of my administration in
my second term,” O’Leary said. “And Kevin will
be the one leading that charge.”

He expects to begin his new job in early De-
cember.

DelGobbo joined WDC in May to replace retir-
ing director Leo Frank, who had led the agency
for six years, and help get struggling projects like
the Municipal Stadium renovation back on track.
Before joining WDC, DelGobbo, a Republican,
was head of the state Public Utilities Regulatory
Authority for three years. Before that, the native
of Naugatuck was a 12-year state legislator for
the 70th District.

T O R R I N G T O N

Free memory screenings
for Alzheimer’s event

As a part of National Memory Screening Day,
an annual Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
event initiative, Emeritus at Litchfield Hills is of-
fering free, confidential memory screenings
Tuesday.

Healthcare professionals will administer the
screenings and provide educational materials
about memory concerns, brain health and care-
giving. 

The face-to-face screenings consist of a series
of questions and tasks, and take five to 10 min-
utes to administer. 

For information about National Memory
Screening Day, call (toll free) 866-232-8484 or
visit nationalmemoryscreening.org.

The screening will take place from 1 to 5 p.m.
at Emeritus at Litchfield Hills, 376 Goshen Road. 

B E T H L E H E M

Town to buy anti-aircraft gun
for display on Town Green

The Board of Selectmen has agreed to pur-
chase a World War II-era anti-aircraft gun to re-
place a World War I-era cannon on the town
Green that had been melted down for the latter
war effort.

On Friday, the selectmen agreed to pay $10,500
to pay an online vendor for the gun and also buy a
plaque describing the town’s decision in 1942 to
donate the original gun for scrap metal.

In 2010, voters in a town meeting approved
money for enhancements to the Green, but First
Selectman Jeffrey Hamel said an initial plan to
replace a flagpole was not needed thanks to a pri-
vate donation. 

In May, voters agreed to re-allocate the money
to replace the cannon.

The twin Hotchkiss 13.2 mm anti-aircraft gun
will be placed on the north side of the green,
Hamel said.

P LY M O U T H

St. Thomas Church to host
dinner dance for food pantries

St. Thomas Church will host a dinner dance
Saturday from 7 to 11 p.m. to benefit the Ply-
mouth and Thomaston food pantries. Tickets are
$15 per person and can be purchased at St.
Thomas Parish Center or at the Thomaston Pub-
lic Library.

For additional information, call George at 860-
483-1850.
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Del Knox of Morris pours a glass of red wine for
a patron during the Morris Land Trust’s annual
wine- and beer-tasting fundraiser at the Bantam
firehouse on Saturday. Wine and beer were pro-
vided by 11 wholesale dealers lined up by Peter
Carpenter, owner of the Village Wine Cellar in
Litchfield.

Wine time


